Vietnam veteran 'Morrie' honored at McBride Elementary School
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Jason Robertson has few memorics of the
orphanage where he was brought as a 3 year old.
Just before the fall of Saigon, a woman picked
him up off the sireet and brought him to join
hundreds of other war orphans crammed into a
one-room orphanage with no running water.

But he remembers American Soldiers who
came to build a kitchen and bathrooms and
install plumbing in the orphanage. And he
remembers a G who dressed as Sania Claus
and gave toys to the children.

“Those Soldiers were my heroes, because they
came to take care of us." Robertson said, “A lot
of good things happen in war zones that no one
hears about. Soldiers are my heroes because
without them I wouldn’t be here today”

Robertson was one of several speakers who
visited McBride Elementary School Tuesday
to take part in “Curious about Morrie” day.
Leaders from the Basic Combat Training
Brigade, McBride's Partner in Education, and
Army skydivers taught classes for kids to honor
the school's namesake, Capt. Morris “Morrie"
McBride.

The school is being rededicated Nov, 17, and

in preparation McBride's
staft and BCTH Soldiers
researched  McBride's
life and met with some
of his Army buddies
who served with him in
Vietnani.

McBride, known as
Morrie by his [riends,
came to Fort Benning
after  graduating  West
Point to attend the Basic
Infantry Officer’s Course, Airborne School and
Ranger School.

He was known an a joker who could make
people smile, and loved singing, playing his
guitar and skydiving, He set some skyvdiving
records while in Germany,

When he deployed to fight inVietnam, McBride
kept on singing. He learned Vietnamese lolk
songs to sing to children and learned o speak
Vietnamese.

“He must have been an amazing person,” said
Wanda Person, media specialist for McBride's
library. “Every time we talk to someone who
knew him, they talk so highly of him, and these
stories just start bubbling up. It's appropriate
that the school is named for him. He was a
magnet for children”

McBrioe

Robertson talked about McBride and other
Soldiers who served in Vietnam, but extended
his praise to all American Soldiers.

“Despite the bad things that happened in
Vietnam, there was a lot of good as well,” he said.
“Soldiers are heroes because they work to help
other people. Everyone should be proud of our
heroes”

The kids also sang Vietnamese folk songs,
learned about skydiving from Army freefallers,
and BCTBE leaders taught about medals and
bravery. The BCTB leaders talked about the
Distinguished Service Cross in particular, which
McBride was awarded posthumously.

McBride was killed in Viemnam March 3,
1964, He was mortally wounded while he was
helping his Soldiers retreat from an area where
they were pinned down, After his troops were
safe, McBride followed, but stopped to help a
wounded Vietnamese Soldier and was hit by a
round.

At the rededication, some of McBride's friends
will speak about him, and he will be awarded
the Medal of Saint Maurice for service to the
Infantry. The medal will be displayed in the
school.

For Kylie Gates, coloring her own “medal
necklace” and singing Vietnamese songs were
the best part of the day, She plans to show her
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McBride student Marcus Pyatt tries on an Order of Saint
Maurice Medal while Col. Charles Durr, Basic Combat
Training Brigade commander, explains its significance.

dad her medal when he comes home from
Afghanistan early next year.

“Today was fun and we learned about Morrie
the Gyear-old said, “He was a nice man.”
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