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n.a post filled with
places named for

- men who died long
ags} in distant lands, McBride
Elementary School students
spent Friday morning
honoring their school's
namesake.

‘Speeches, music and a jump
by the Command Exhibition
Parachute Team were all part
of the school’s rededication,
40 years after it was named
for Infantry Capt. Morris R
McBride.

Principal Phyllis Parker said
she and the school's teachers
wanted to know more
about McBride, who was
posthumously awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross
after he was killed in Vietnam
in 196%,

The staff started hunting
for more information earlier
this year with the help of the
schools education partner,
the Basic Combar Training
Brigade, = and eventually
reached Jerry Scott, a retired
colonel living in Columbus
who was a close friend of
McBride’s.

Scott and McBride were
assigned the same room at
West Point when they were
both young US. Military
Academy cadets,and a lifelong
bond was born. McBride, a
Chicagoarea native, taught
his friend — a product of Ada,
Okla. — to love jazz and to
pla}' the guitar.

“We;ust hit it off’ Scott

-Scott learned of the
mdcmﬁm}n through an e
:pm] for West Point graduates,
and eventually visited the
sc]mol to share his memories
of his friend.

“The school, on Custer Road,
W'ES dicated in January
1966, less than two years after
Mrides death. McBride
lived at Fort Benning as a child
and returned here to attend
the Officers’ Basic Course and
Ranger and Airborne Schools.

McPBride was serving as an
adviser to Republic of Vietnam
forces on March 3, 1964,
ﬁ*ﬁcn l:h; unit he was helping
came ml-dcr a surprisc attack,
Wmmding the Vietnamese
company commander.

Mclﬁ: took command of
tless unit, according
to his lst:mgmshed Service
Cross cﬁatmn andsuccessfully
Supmusbd its withdrawal
until he was fatally wounded
while l;cndmg to the injured
Vietnamese commander.
 Friday's rededication was
the culmination of activities
that started Nov. 7 with a day
devoted to McBride. Students
]carnﬂi about his service, as
well as abuux Vietnam, Army
medaI,S. pamchuting and
other topics connected with
McBride’s life.

Parker said the day got
the students excited for
the rededication, which
ended with the Silver Wings
parachuting onto the school’s

play field.
**It's a real honor” to help

with the ;jcdﬂdicﬂﬁnn, Scott
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