
Non-DoD Schools Program 
Parents Rights 

 
International and foreign host nation schools are not subject to US public laws (i.e. The 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) or DoD Instruction 1342.12, Provision of Early 
Intervention and Special Education Services to Eligible DoD Dependents, with regard to parent 
rights and responsibilities.  The DoDEA has no authority to mandate special education 
procedures and services in non-DoD schools.  The NDSP POC for special education will make 
every effort to ensure that parents are informed and participate in decision making with regard 
to special education assessment, eligibility determination, and services for their child. 
. 

• Parents have the right to give or refuse consent before their child is initially evaluated or 
placed in a special education program. 

 
• Parents have the right to participate in planning and decision making with respect to the 

identification, evaluation, eligibility determination, and educational services (development 
of the Individualized Education Program). 

 
• Parents have the right to receive prior notice before changes are made regarding the 

identification, evaluation, educational placement, or the provision of a free appropriate 
public education to their child. 

 
• Parents have the right to examine their child’s educational records.  Parent consent is 

necessary for release of records outside the DoD except in a few cases in which, by law, 
the records can be released (e.g. law enforcement personnel).  

 
• Parents have the right to obtain an independent educational evaluation of their child. 

 
• Parents have the right to initiate due process.  DoDEA Regulation 2500.10, Special 

Education Dispute Management, outlines due process procedures. Parents must notify 
the agency when they intend to file a due process complaint. 

 


