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WEST POINT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
MISSION STATEMENT

WEST POINT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
VISION STATEMENT
West Point Elementary School provides opportunities for all
students to achieve their personal best and to become caring,
respectful, and responsible citizens. Our school strives to
create a differentiated learning environment to ensure that
every child is healthy, safe, engaged, supported, and chal-
lenged. We work with the community to motivate and enable
all students to be life-long 21%' century learners.

West Point Elementary School and the Department of
Defense Education Activity provide, in military
communities worldwide, exemplary educational programs
that inspire and prepare all students for success in a
global environment.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

3 September NO SCHOOL—Labor Day
7 September EARLY RELEASE 11:30

No school Day 3 Day 4 Day § Day 1 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 1 Day 2
MON 9/10 TUE 9/11 WED 9/12 THU 9/13 FRI 9/14 MON:-9/10, ‘FUE-9/11 WED:9/12 THU:9/13 FRI:9/14
Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 3 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 1

Pre-K & Kindergarten
Parents of bus riders,
Please make sure that a parent or re-
sponsible older sibling is available at
the bus stop to meet students and as-
sist them off the bus each day.

SPECIALS SCHEDULE
8:45-9:35 Third Grade
9:40-10:30 Second Grade
10:35-11:25 First Grade
12:20-1:10 Fourth Grade
1:15-2:05 Kindergarten
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Dear Parents,

Our children see an amazing number of images every day. Just look around. Our world is a very visual
place. We are surrounded by images, whether they are on TV, videos, magazines, newspapers, billboards, text
book or the internet. Children need to know how to read, judge and act in the information they receive from
these images.

This school year the children in art class will discover how to think critically about what they see. Exploring
art from various cultures will help children analyze, explain and judge art images. They will also have the op-
portunity to produce art, allowing them to share their ideas with others.

Since children’s skills and interests develop at different rates, I am likely to find a large range of artistic abili-
ties within an age group. Because of these differences, it’s important to be aware of the four stages of artistic
development.

Scribbling Stage Pre-school to First Grade

The first stage that all children go through is the scribbling stage, which occurs until the first grade. Children
begin drawing disorganized scribbles and progress to more controlled scribbling and then advance to named
scribbling in which they begin to name the shapes they create.

Primary Stage First Grade to Second Grade

In this stage, children often portray themselves as the dominant figure in their art, with figures floating in
space. Children tend to include only the parts of themselves that they consider important and there are few
correct proportions. However, children at this stage also like to use their imagination and are open to discov-
ery.

Intermediate Stage Second Grade to Third Grade

Children in this stage are moving away from preoccupation with themselves and are developing an interest in
others. They are more open to ideas and are refining their techniques. At this stage, children begin to develop
techniques, to present objects in proportion and to pay attention to the arrangement of objects on lines or along
the bottom edge of the paper.

Upper Intermediate Stage Third Grade to Fourth Grade

Children become more independent at this stage and their understanding of art matures. Children pay greater
attention to detail and often try to mirror reality in their artwork. By this stage, children have a working vo-
cabulary and a good understanding of techniques and ideas. They also have a good background of analyzing,
discussing and criticizing different art works.

You can help to make your child’s art experiences rich and fulfilling. What your child brings home will be his
or her response to the materials and lessons provided. What your child creates will be based on his or her in-
terests, needs, skills, stage, and imagination. I suggest that when your child brings their art work home, you
comment about the colors, the mood, the lines, the shapes, the textures and the art media itself. Making spe-
cific observations about your child’s art work not only show an interest but also acknowledges the artistic
process.

Sincerely
Art Specialist

Nadine Sapiente, Principal



Plngs’waL Education

We are committed to the development and implementation of quality physical educa-
tion instruction. To allow your child to fully participate, please dress your child properly
on the days that they have Physical Education. Classroom teachers will share your child’s
P.E. schedule with you. Clothing a child can move comfortably in is strongly encouraged.
For safety purposes, please have your child wear sneakers that have shoelaces or closed
with velcro. (No slip-ons, hiking boots, or flip —flops) Jewelry may not be worn in class.
Please leave valuable jewelry at home on P.E. days.

Research suggests that being physically active and eating healthy can have a positive im-
pact on learning. Please:
Encourage your child to bring water (not Gatorade or juice boxes) to school.
Encourage your child to bring to school snacks that are low in sugar (less than 3 grams
of sugar) cheese sticks, crackers, and fruit are all good choices. Discourage granola
bars, cookies, fruit roll-ups, etc.
Make sure your child has an opportunity to be physically active for 60 minutes each
day.
Encourage your child to participate in the President’s Challenge. This is a wonderful
program that focuses on physical activity and nutrition. Our kickoff will be at our
fall field day Friday, October 5. A Field Day flyer is attached.

Lastly, please consider volunteering to help run our field day. Our theme is “*On the
Highway to Healthy Living.” The activities are fun and easy to organize.

PE DEPARTMENT

Nadine Sapiente, Principal
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
31 1SEP
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
No school EARLY RELEASE
LABOR DAY 11:30
) 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
PICTURE DAY
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 10CTOBER (2 3 4 ) 6
EARLY RELEASE
11:30

FALL FIELD DAY
9-11 Lower Fields
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