Dear Parents,

Welcome to the Pre-Kindergarten Program at Murray School.  I am delighted that your child is in my classroom.  Our program focuses on the developmental characteristics of the child.  We take into consideration the child’s individual interests and needs that lead him/her to search for understanding of the daily environment.  It will ensure a rich setting for learning where the emotional climate is sound and the development of the whole child will be followed.

We have identified nine areas of development for our students enrolled in the Early Childhood Program at Fort Bragg Schools.  Attached you will find a copy of these developmental areas.  At our Spring conference you will receive an assessment of how your child is progressing and meeting these curriculum goals.

Our program is designed to assist all of our young children to meet their full potential.  This is accomplished through an activity children come by naturally—play.  When you visit your child’s classroom, you will see that it is arranged by interest areas.  There are areas for blocks, table toys, books, dramatic play, sand and water play, and outdoor play.  The classroom is set up this way for two important reasons.  First, it helps the children decide where they want to play and which materials they want to select.  Second, it provides smaller well-defined spaces that appeal to young children and help them feel secure.  In this type of learning environment, children can move at their own pace, learn to make age-appropriate choices and experience success as they use a wide variety of play materials.

Family involvement plays an important role in the success of any early childhood program.  Four (4) hours of participation per month, per family is required for continued enrollment in the program.  I encourage you to visit our classroom often and become an active participant in your child’s school environment.  We have an “open door” policy allowing you to stop by at any time and volunteer your hours to meet this requirement. 

Your child will benefit most when we all work together.  We are always available to talk with you, and we welcome your ideas, questions and involvement in our program.
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	Sincerely,

Miss Colter
907-0208

dawn.colter@am.dodea.edu


