Creative Thinking Course Outline
Instructor: Mr. Jerry Davis
E-Mail:jerry.davis@am.dodea.edu

The intent of this course, through a combination of lectures, discussion, individual and small group
activities, and presentations, is to provide a rigorous course in which students receive exposure to an
increasingly significant area of academic and applied investigation. Regardless of the specialization a
person pursues, both creative and critical thinking are invaluable components of their ability to
succeed and to make a positive impact in solving problems in their environment.

The goal of incorporating critical / creative thinking and problem solving into our education program
is to develop individuals who value knowledge, learning and the creative process, who can and will
think for themselves, yet recognize the limits of individual reflection and the need to contribute to,
and build upon, mutual understandings of social situations. What is desired are students who have
purposes for learning, know how and when to question, who recognize when more information is
needed, and the type of knowledge which is required, know how to find and organize information,
and can generate and evaluate a number of alternatives to human problems.

Methods

When students are in the Creative Thinking class the focus will be on defining, understanding, and practicing; creative
thinking, critical thinking, and problem solving. Within this framework a variety of activities will be offered to provide
practice in:
Evaluating information
Spotting false claims
Differentiating between fact and opinion
Looking at both sides of an issue
Solving problems
Making decisions
Observation
Synthesis
Searching for Alternative solutions
Exploring new ideas
Spatial thinking
Identifying and clarifying
Reading comprehension
Deductive reasoning
Following directions
Clarifying issues
Brainstorming
Prediction
Organizing material
Comparing and contrasting



Course Requirements & Policies:

1. You are responsible for your own learning and education. All work submitted by you must be your own.

2. Attend all class meetings.

3. Arrive to class on time.

4. No makeup assignments will be provided. If you are absent from class you are expected to obtain any

class information missed.

5. Respect and abide by all mutually agreed upon aspects of classroom decorum.

6. Actively participate in classroom activities and discussions.

7. Complete all assignments and projects.

8. I work from a mastery model in this class. By this | mean that you are able to revise assignments based
on my feedback and resubmit them for full credit in a timely manner.

Evaluation & Grading:

Attendance and Participation 20%

Students are expected to attend class and actively participate in all aspects of the learning process. This
includes class discussions, written work, and class activities. National and local studies have shown a direct
correlation between attendance and grade performance. This is particularly important in the Creative
Thinking course where learning takes place through classroom activities and group interaction.

Daily Work 40%

Daily Work needs to be completed and turned in each week. This work will include a variety of activities
including; vocabulary development, mathematical application, real world problem solving, puzzles, and
learning games.

PLP Project 20%

All students are required to complete a Personalized Learning Plan. This plan gives the student the
opportunity to conduct in depth research in an area of interest. Periodically, the knowledge learned will be
presented to the class in a creative way

Out of Class Experiences 20%

You are required to read one book per quarter. The book should be about a creative individual or the
process of creating a work of art, music, invention, new product, etc... The book must be approved by the
gifted education teacher. After reading the book, the knowledge learned will be presented to the class in a
creative way

Graded Work:

It is my policy to keep the students’ work in a portfolio in my classroom. | will have numerous individual
conferences with students throughout the year. Portfolios give students every chance to improve their
creative thinking skills. I will review portfolios at the end of each grading period. If parents would like to
see their child’s’ portfolio the student may check out the portfolio from the gifted education teacher, with
the understanding that the portfolio will be returned within 48 hours.

Appointments:

Students learn best when they are cooperating with parents and teachers in a joint effort. | am available
before and after school, for students to make up work or receive extra help. If you have questions or
concerns, please e-mail jerry.davis@am.dodea.edu or set up an appointment through the guidance office.
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