
 

Dear Devers Parents, 

 

       The students and staff have been busy this year working on content standards so 

that every child will master grade level expectations.  We are seeing so much pro-

gress/growth in our students and we are very proud of them. We hope that you con-

tinue to read with your child (ren) every night and encourage them to do their best at 

school. 

 

       The end of the second nine weeks will be January 22.  Report cards will go home 

on February 5. We do not have scheduled parent teacher conferences on the calendar.  

Please do not hesitate to ask your child’s teacher for a conference if you have con-

cerns about your child’s performance.  We expect excellence from our students and 

teachers and if your child’s performance has slipped from previous years, now is the 

time to determine a plan of action to help your child get refocused so he/she can be 

successful academically. 

 

       Please continue to volunteer as much as possible because our students love the 

extra attention they receive! 

 

Yours in Education, 

Miriam Breece, Principal 

Kim McBroom, Assistant Principal 
________________________________________________________________________

Continuous School Improvement (CSI) 

       In order for Devers to become fully accredited under AdvanED certification we must prove 

that we are engaging in continuous school improvement. As parents, you play a vital role in 

Devers’ mission – Providing an Exemplary Education that inspires and Prepares All Students for 

Success in a Dynamic, Global Environment. Devers’ efforts are focused on highest student 

achievement. Your children are what we are all about and they are the core of everything we do.  

 

       We believe the key to mission success and highest student achievement is continuous im-

provement. It’s a concept that is central to what we do and forces us to look at what we are 

doing; examine how we are doing it; evaluate the results; and refine what we do so the needs of 

all our students are met.  

 

       Another key to our mission’s success is the community – the community of our teachers and 

staff; parents; and other stakeholders working together to ensure students receive the best 

possible education and opportunities we can provide.  

 

       Parents are that all-important connection between home and school. By supporting and rein-

forcing your child’s learning at home and in school, you contribute to our mission of promoting 

highest student achievement for all students.  

 

      Improving student performance and achievement doesn’t happen by chance. It requires plan-

ning, action, and ongoing evaluation. Devers’ Community Strategic Plan (CSP) contains the direc-

tion for our school. It is the road map for the improvement of student performance and achieve-

ment. You may view our plan on our website.                                                                
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Letter from the Principal  

Learn Today, Lead Tomorrow! 



Terra Nova Testing Information and Important 

 
       The TerraNova Multiple Assessment 3rd Edition, or the TerraNova Survey Plus is the assessment 

used throughout Department of Defense Schools for students in grades three through eleven. It is a 

standardized achievement assessment.  

 

       Standardized tests are created to see how students from one school or class compare to other stu-

dents across the city, the state or country. There are two types of standardized tests:  

 

 * Criterion-referenced  

 * Norm-referenced  

 

      The TerraNova is a norm referenced test. This type of test compares one student’s score to a group 

of other students as the “norm.” These tests are given to a group of students first. Their scores be-

come the standard, and other students’ scores are then measured against that standard.  

 

      The TerraNova includes assessments in reading, language arts, mathematics, science, and social 

studies. This system-wide test is important because it helps us measure individual student achievement 

as well as our school system’s progress toward the goals of the DoDEA Community Strategic Plan. The 

assessment results will provide information to you and your child’s teacher about your child’s current 

achievement. It is important that your child participate in this upcoming assessment.  

 

     The dates for the TerraNova Assessment at Devers, for Grades 3 and 4, will be the week of 

March 7-11, 2011. There will be a parent testing information workshop in February (dates to be an-

nounced), and following the testing, before school is out, a Home Report will be sent to parents explain-

ing the results of your child’s TerraNova 3rd Ed.  

 

       Parents may ask questions regarding how to best prepare for the TerraNova testing, the following 

are a few tips to keep in mind for your child:  

 

 *  Make sure your child has a nutritious breakfast each day.  

 *  Arrive at school on time and prepared.  

 *  Get a good night’s sleep.  

 *  If your child wears glasses, make sure they have them each day!  

 *  Wear comfortable clothes that they feel good in.  

 

       Devers administration and guidance will be contacting you regarding upcoming events and important 

information concerning the TerraNova Assessment. Our counselors are available to answer any ques-

tions, and will be covering helpful information in their guidance lessons.  

 

       Thank you for your continued support. The Devers school number is (910)907-0204, or Fort Bragg 

Schools Administration Instructional Specialist Office, (910) 907-0200 ext. 3029.  

Learn Today, Lead Tomorrow! 



       New year resolutions for 

guidance will include a contin-

ued emphasis on fostering 

positive problem solving, 

“saying no” to bullies, and in-

creasing effective work hab-

its.  Please talk to your child 

about these lessons over the 

next few months; as part of 

that curriculum, we will be 

reading Trevor Romain’s Bullies 

are a Pain in the Brain, and 

Tests Stink: True or False.  

       Good work and self-care 

habits will be crucial for stu-

dents as we encounter NAEP 

testing for 4th graders on Feb 

18th (math & reading) and Terra 

Nova Testing for 3rd-4th grad-

ers from March 7-11 (reading, 

science, social studies, math).  

Please support your child in 

doing regular homework, sleep-

ing/eating well, reading every 

night, and showing their best 

and most   focused mind during 

school.  We are proud of your 

children, and we will be having 

the 2nd nine weeks awards assem-

bly in mid February to display 

their achievements.  

       Guidance support is supple-

mented by the Military and Fam-

ily Life Consultant (MFLAC), 

RaeJean Lipscomb. Ms Lipscomb 

will assist in class lessons, stu-

dent groups, and general family 

support/teaching.   
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Dates To Remember 

January 3, Students Return to School 

January 14, Continuous School Improvement (CSI), Non-Student Day, Possible Storm 

Make-Up Day 

January 17, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Holiday, Non-Student Non-Teacher Day 

January 26, End of 2nd Reporting Period 

January 28, Teacher Workday, Non-Student Day, Possible Storm Make-up Day 
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January 28, Teacher Workday, Non-Student Day, Possible Storm Make-up Day 

RaeJean Lipscomb 

Special Events in the Information Center: 
 January 25, 2011  Read-to-Me Club for first graders with parents 

 February 14-18, 2011 Winter Book Fair February  

 February 22, 2011  Read-to-Me Club for first graders with parents 

 

      Read-to-Me Club for First Grade Students with a Parent  
     The purpose of the club is to build a love of books and reading, to encourage adults and 

children to enjoy picture books together, and to provide read aloud books to club members. We 

meet after school for one hour on the last Tuesday of every month. New members are always 

welcome! Siblings are welcome to attend! Stop by the Information  Center to register. Flyers are only sent 

home to registered members. 

 

The Information Center is open every morning at 8:00 a.m. and every Monday and Thursday afternoon until 3:30 for 

parents to read,check out books or have their child take a Reading Counts Quiz. 
 

         Four Online Databases are now available for student use on the Cyber Library. The address for the Devers  Cyber Library is 

http://www.am.dodea.edu/Bragg/Devers/cyberlibrary.htm. Third and fourth grade students have learned that an online database 

is a collection of information, arranged by subject ,is searchable by topic and is updated daily. DoDEA pays for student access to 

these databases.  Below is a chart of the usernames and passwords for each. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

From the Devers’ Information Center Center 

Britannica Online 

Username: devers 

Password: ! Dodea 

Culture Grams States Edition 

Username: radeveesss 

Password: ra!dodea 

Culture Grams The World 

Username: radeveesss 

Password: ra!dodea 

Kids InfoBits 

No username 

Password: ! Dodea 

SIRS Discoverer 

Username: radeveesss 

Password: ra!dodea 

 

Partners with Devers 
                                                     by Dr. Kim McBroom 

 

        I am proud to announce that Devers Elementary School has partnered with the 2-82 Aviation 

BN. We are looking forward to this relationship as we assist and support each other.  

       

        Our partners’ military mission is: On order: deploy and provide full spectrum rotary wing avia-

tion capabilities-attack, assault, reconnaissance, medical evacuation, cargo, command and control, 

and airspace management -- in order to sustain and support operations ranging from combat to civil 

support.  

 

        On order: rapidly deploy as part of Joint Task Force Civil Support to provide support of terrorist attacks on the homeland to in-

clude  chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, and high yield  (CBRNE) Consequence Management Response Force (CCMRF) operations; 

alleviate human suffering. 

Learn Today, Lead Tomorrow! 



The role of fathers in their child's literacy development: K-3 

Helpful information about learning brought to you by Reading Rockets, Colorín Colorado, and LD OnLine 

 

      Dads: Did you know that reading with your child can lead to better school performance? Studies show that 

when fathers participate in learning, children receive higher marks, enjoy school more, and are less likely to 

repeat a grade. Reading time creates a bond between you and your child that will stay with you both forever.  

 

How should I start? 

      Stop by the children’s area at your local library, or check out www.ReadingRockets.org/books. Select books 

that interest you or your child – read about famous athletes, historical events, or how things work. You can 

read chapter books with older children (like Lord of the Rings or Harry Potter), reading a little bit each day.  

Be patient! If you haven’t read with your child before, she may need time to get accustomed to this activity.  

 

What if I’m not with my child every day? 

     If you don’t see your child each day, try arranging a regular time to read books over the phone or create 

your own podcast! Your child will look forward to this individual time with you, and you will also be modeling be-

havior that will keep your child on a path toward learning.  

 

What if I don’t like reading? 

      Even if you’re not a reader yourself, your participation in literacy activities at home can have an impact on 

your child’s academic achievement. You just have to send the message that reading is important! 

 

Tell stories about your own life or when you were young 

Talk about the print that is in your environment. For example, read and talk about road signs or         

   brand names on food containers 

Check out books of photography or art and talk about the pictures 

Involve your child in everyday writing tasks like shopping lists, thank you notes 

When you are doing household projects, describe what you are doing. Use interesting words! 

Ask your child about his day. Engage in conversation that extends simple sentences. 

 

      Conversation with adults helps children learn new words and practice telling a story – both linked to better 

reading skills. 

 
Walk the walk 

      Your child learns from what you do. Make sure the messages you are sending about reading tell your child 

that knowledge and literacy are valuable, achievable, and powerful. 
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