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he month of March was centered on admin-

istering the Terra Nova assessment in grades

3 - 5. Attendance was wonderful for our

testing grades thanks to parents. | want to
thank you for getting your children to school on time
as making up the exam is difficult. Once results are
received they will be sent home. On March 23 the
staff worked on continuous school improvement dur-
ing the non-student day. Staff members received in-
struction on differentiated learning and also reviewed
grade level data to improve instruction.

The end of the third quarter is April 3, and spring
break is scheduled for April 9 — 13. The office will be
open during this time. All first grade classrooms are
scheduled to receive new furniture during spring
break. Prekindergarten conferences are scheduled for
April 25 - 27. Kindergarten through fifth grade con-
ferences are scheduled on April 27. | hope all parents
will plan to attend conferences and learn about their
child’s progress.

Gordon Elementary will be receiving 10 additional
portable classrooms this summer in anticipation of
continued growth in the Linden Oaks area. A new
neighborhood will be constructed resulting in the need
for portables. My understanding is that some of the
homes will be completed before and during the 2012 —
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2013 school year. The district is planning to add an-
other school in Linden Oaks in
the future for the new neighbor-
hood, but Gordon Elementary
will educate these students until
a new school is built. 1 will be
sharing more details regarding
our growth in upcoming news-
letters.

In my last newsletter, I men-
tioned the Linden Oaks crossing
guards will be eliminated next
year. Apparently this has been over-
turned and crossing guards will be present. | am very
happy as this decision will make Linden Oaks safer
for our children walking to and from school. | do
want to remind everyone that according to master pol-
icy 87, all students in prekindergarten through fourth
grade must be escorted to and from school.

Gordon Elementary has been given permission to
paint murals in our hallways and cafeteria. A commit-
tee has been formed to generate ideas. If you have
some ideas or experience in painting murals, please let
the front office know and one of the committee mem-
bers will be in touch with you.

Joel Grim

Vacation Gives Kids a Great Chance to Keep Reading

D on’t let the word “break” fool you. Keep ruary 2012:

reading every day even when school is Merritt — AM
out for spring break. Students who read (or are Harrison
read to) every day perform better in school than Maull

those who do not. Schmotzer

Participation in Home Reading has increased
significantly! Take a look at our Home Reading

data wall in the front hallway near the gym. of February 2012:
Let’s keep those lines moving up! Grant, 82%
Congratulations to the following classes for Colley, 85%

having 100% participation in the month of Feb-

Goodrich, 92%

Please remember that Home Reading Record
sheets are on the Gordon website at

Merritt — PM
Marks http://www.am.dodea.edu/Bragg/Gordon/homer
Upton eading/homereadingl.htm

By Laura Festa, Read 180 Teacher

Congratulations to the following classes for
having 80% or above participation in the month
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Clark, 84%
DeBruhl,90%
Munsell, 95%

DoDEA/Gordon Mission: To Provide an Exemplary Education that Inspires and Prepares All DoDEA Students for Success in a Dynamic, Global Environment


http://www.am.dodea.edu/Bragg/Gordon/homereading/homereading1.htm
http://www.am.dodea.edu/Bragg/Gordon/homereading/homereading1.htm

Safety and Security

Visitor Procedures, Safety Drills Highlighted During April

Building Access Controls

There are many visitors in and out of the school on a
daily basis and we would like to remind you of the
procedures we have in place for controlling access:

« Signs are strategically placed at entrances inform-

ing visitors to report to the School’s Main Ad-

ministration Office

IDs must be presented prior to gaining access into

the school; 100% ID policy in effect

« Once inside the school, IDs will be verified and
exchanged for a visitor’s badge. IDs will be
maintained in a secure area in the office

« Visitors are required to wear the badge above the
waist in plain view of other school employees

« Visitors are required to sign in indicating date,
time and intended visiting locations within the
school

« Badges will be collected from visitors upon exit

and IDs returned; time and date of exit is required
and annotated on the visitor log

« When visiting the school, please remember to al-
ways park in the school parking lot, not on the
curve directly in front of the school.

Evacuation Drills

During April, we will practice a Shelter-in-Place
drill. Emergencies that trigger a Shelter-in-Place
situation may come from a HAZMAT/Chemical Spill
or Biological, Nuclear, and Explosive incident. It is
necessary to practice this drill to ensure staff and stu-
dents are familiar with the proper procedures in the
event of an actual emergency. Please feel free to dis-
cuss this drill with your children. If you have any
questions or concerns regarding the safety and security
of the school, please feel free to contact the principal
or assistant principal.

By Cynthia Flagg, Administrative Officer

Teachers work the counter during fundraiser

Mark your calendars for
Thursday Apr. 5. That’s
the next Gordon
McTeacher’s Night®.
It’s great opportunity to
celebrate the upcoming
Spring Break by visiting
with your teachers as

they step behind the

N~
=0V counter to serve you.
McDonalds donates a
‘M' ! J'\ L~ percentage of the pro-

ceeds to the PTA.

Month of the Military Child Events

April 2:
Flag Ceremony, 8:45 —9:00
« April 3

The Armed Forces Brass Ensemble will
have two performances of patriotic music
in the gym at 9 and 9:40 a.m.

« April 4

Winners of the essay contest will be an-
nounced and prizes awarded.

« April 5

Soldiers will come to Gordon and read
with students.

« April 9-13:
Spring Break




Child Abuse Prevention Month
Parent Information Session

at
\ Gordon Elementary School

on
\ Wednesday, April 18, 2012
at
9:15 a.m. in our cafeteria

ltems to be shared:

« The student lesson on “Safe Touching”
* Rules for Personal Safety

« Say No

« Get Away

 Tell Someone

* You May Have to Yell

* |nformation on resources that can be found at the
schools

« Signs of Abuse
» How to report suspected abuse.
* Accessing Mental Health Services in the community




Some Spring Break Activities Don’t Break the Bank

pring break is coming up soon. Students

will be out of school from Saturday, April 7
to Sunday, April 15. You want your children

to have fun and some downtime to rest and
relax, but you also want to create some memories
while they are away from school. Here are some fun
Spring Break activities you can do with your family
that won't break the bank. Having fun does not have
to be expensive.

Play Tourist in your Town: Go into town and look
at the historical buildings, visit a local museum. Just
being outside seeing what the area offers is a lot of
fun. The following links offer information things to
see and do in some local area: Things to do.

Be a Cook for a Day: Spend some time cooking in
the kitchen together as a family. Make homemade
pizza, bake everyone's favorite cookies, or pick an-

other country or state you would like to visit and cook

some of the local food from that place. Once your
meal is made why not turn it into a tea party or have
friends over for a party?

Pajama/Movie Day: Pick a day during the week and

stay in your pajamas all day long watching movies.

Host a movie marathon where everyone in the family

gets to choose their favorite movie to watch. Make
some popcorn or set up an ice cream sundae bar. In-

vite some of your Kkids friends over and just enjoy re-

laxing. For even more movie watching fun, set up a
tent in the family room and let the kids watch from
their sleeping bags.

Park and Picnic: Go to your favorite park and do
swings and slide, etc and then picnic on a big blanket
when you’re finished. This link will take you to the
North Carolina State Parks homepage

Camping Indoors: It may be a little cold still to
camp outside so why not camp indoors for some un-
usual fun? You can, sleep in a tent or make a tent of
blankets and sleep in sleeping bags, and stay up tell-
ing stories by flashlight - all in the comfort of your
own home.

Wii Olympics: Host a Wii Olympics tournament one
day or every day of Spring Break. Each day pick a
different "sport™ and see who the best in the family is.
Invite friends, neighbors and family members to com-
pete. Make homemade medals and have a mock cere-
mony to honor the champion.

Source: http://www.frugalissafinds.com/2012/03/fun-inexpensive-

spring-break-activities.html



http://www.familydaysout.com/kids-things-to-do-usa/fort-bragg/nc/
http://www.ncparks.gov/Visit/main.php
http://www.frugalissafinds.com/2012/03/fun-inexpensive-spring-break-activities.html
http://www.frugalissafinds.com/2012/03/fun-inexpensive-spring-break-activities.html

You are cordially invited to attend the

2012 Fort Brags
Famity Advocacy
Child Abuse Prevention (Month
PBreakfast
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New Parent Support Program
2012 January - June
Class Schedule ——
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Soldier Support Center, 3" Floor, Normandy Drive, Fort Bragy
To register, please call (910) 396-7951 or online:
www. fortbraggrmwr.com/acs/new-parent-support/




Living History

Fifth grade students as-
sumed the identities of
famous personalities for
the Living History Project,
Feb. 28. They presented
oral reports about their
chosen famous person to
students from other
grades, as well as school
visitors and staff.

Pre-K Circus Parade

Prekindergarten students delighted the
school with a circus parade Mar. 8. Ani-
mals, acrobats, and other performers circu-
lated through the hallways of Gordon Ele-
mentary giving everyone a special treat
the Friday before Terra Nova testing be-
gan.




Food for Thought

Let's Tum Off —GoScreen Free

What?Screenfre®

TV, phane apgs, and mmputer and
videp games often dominate our lives
But going screen free (or at least
limiting & to 2 hours aday)allows you
to ceateyour own reality, Use Screarn
Free Wealk, the 22nd through the 28th,
& aErest exqUsetostan explonng the
world around you more aftent
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