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 Expect the Extraordinary! 

DoDEA/Gordon Mission:  To Provide an Exemplary Education that Inspires and Prepares All DoDEA Students for Success in a Dynamic, Global Environment  

Joel Grim 

The CSI Process:  Where We Are Now  

  

At Gordon Elementary, we are committed to serv-

ing the military children that enter our doors to the 

highest degree possible. Steps that we are taking to 

provide a high quality education all students are: 

Obtaining a military partner--We are proud to an-

nounce that the 427th Special Operations Squadron 

has agreed to be our partner. We look forward to 

working with them.   

Using data – As a grade level, teachers collect data 

from common assessments that are given. We then 

analyze the data to drive our instruction and deter-

mine the best way to meet students’ individual 

needs.  

Providing professional development -- Teachers in 

grades kindergarten through 3rd are learning how 

to give a new reading assessment to target each 

child’s instructional level. The assessment is from 

Fountas and Pinnell, leaders in the reading industry.  

Read more.  

The CSI team is looking for a Parent Representa-

tive. The CSI team meets about every two weeks to 

discuss issues and needs. If you are interested, 

please email April Ennis at                        

april.ennis @am.dodea.edu. 

  

H 
appy Holidays to your 

family!  This is a com-

bined December and 

January newsletter since Decem-

ber is a very short month.  As a 

parent of three children, I under-

stand how hectic the holiday sea-

son can be for families.  It is easy 

to feel overwhelmed with every-

thing there is to do during De-

cember.  I want to encourage you 

to stay abreast of school calendar 

items so you don’t miss anything.  

The inclusive dates of the winter 

break are December 19th through 

December 30th.  School will re-

sume on January 3rd. 

I want to thank our P.T.A. for a 

wonderful Turkey Bingo Night.  

The students had a blast!  It was 

great having so many people in 

our building.   I certainly appreci-

ated all the volunteers who made 

the evening possible.  The P.T.A. 

also helped with picture retakes.  

We are fortunate to have such a 

dedicated group of people.   

Please consider joining the P.T.A. 

and becoming involved.  Your 

involvement will make Gordon an 

even better place! 

As many of you are aware, 

Gordon Elementary uses the One 

Call Now system to contact par-

ents if their child is absent or 

tardy.  One Call Now will still 

contact you even if the school is 

aware of the absence in advance.  

This is a safety measure to ensure 

all children are accounted for and 

not overlooked.   One Call Now 

also has a feature that allows me 

to send newsletters and other 

important information to your 

email account.   This saves the 

school numerous reams of paper.  

Last month I sent a couple of 

important documents to you.  I 

ask that you keep your email 

addresses updated with the office.   

I do appreciate everyone’s sup-

port of our security measures.  

My staff is doing a great job of 

dismissing 675 students in a 

timely manner. Although you                           

may have to wait  in line to get 

your child, we are following Fort                       

Bragg Master   Policy 87 by                            

releasing chil-

dren directly to 

the                          

authorized adult.  

If you consider                          

the number of   

parents, stu-

dents,                      

and preschool siblings outside on 

a typical day, we have in excess 

of 1,200 people on campus during 

dismissal.  I ask that you continue 

being patient as this system ap-

pears to be the most efficient for 

our size of campus.  Patience will 

especially be needed on rainy 

days as dismissal will take extra 

time.  It is important that you 

keep your transportation form 

updated so the school is aware of 

all people authorized to pick up 

your children. 

Periodically, I like to visit with 

parents to discuss any concerns.  

On Monday, Dec. 12, I will be in 

the cafeteria at 9 a.m. for a Princi-

pal Coffee. 

I do wish your family a wonder-

ful holiday season! 

https://www.heinemann.com/fountasandpinnell/BAS2_Overview.aspx


  

“One picture is worth a 1000 

words.”  A winter’s worth of coats, 

hats, and gloves has accumulated 

in our Lost and Found.  Lost and 

found items will be kept only 

through the Winter Break.  What-

ever remains will be donated to a 

charitable organization.   

  The Gordon PTA held 

“Turkey” Bingo Night  

Nov. 15.  Many Gordon 

families attended, and 

some of them left with a 

turkey for their holiday 

feast. 

   The students had many 

chances to win goody 

bags, and many adult 

names were drawn for 

random door prizes. 

  Concessions were sold 

as a fundraiser for the 

PTA, but the bingo was 

free.  Thanks to the 

House of Raeford, Wal-

Mart, and Food Lion for 

donating the turkeys.  

Thanks also to Robin Emanuel 
and Kelli Walker for organizing 

this event.   

  Gordon PTA held its a 

regular meeting Dec. 1 in 

the teaching kitchen.  Dur-

ing the meeting, ideas for 

upcoming January and Feb-

ruary PTA events were dis-

cussed.   

  If you are interested in 

becoming a PTA member, 

please feel free to attend 

our meetings. 

If you are unable to attend, 

please pick up an envelope 

in the school office, com-

plete the information, and 

return it with the $4.00 

dues to the office or to your 

child’s teacher.   

Thanks for your continued sup-

port of Gordon PTA.   

PTA ’ s Turkey Fun Night Benefits Gordon Families 



 

  

P izza Hut’s BOOK IT! Program has begun here 

at Gordon!! All students meeting the required 

goal for Home Reading each month will re-

ceive a Pizza Hut coupon for a personal pan pizza! 

Please encourage your student to participate at least 20 

nights each month for the required amount of time for his or her grade level. Students can be read to or can read 

independently. Record sheets are collected by classroom teachers at the beginning of each month. 

Congratulations to the following classes in which 100% of the students met the goal in October!! 

 

Merritt – AM   Jillard – AM  

Harrison   Marks 

Maull    Upton 

 

 

  A comprehensive physical education program is pro-

vided for grades K-5. The purpose of PE is to provide 

appropriate instruction for building a healthy body, 

mind, and character for each student. The goal is 

achieved through a skill-based instruction 

program that encompasses personal fitness 

skills, perceptual motor skills, rhythms, 

recreational and sport skills.  

  To be successful in meeting these goals 

proper 

dress for 

physical edu-

cation is very 

important. Pants that 

sag or need to be held up 

require a belt. If a dress or 

skirt is worn to please 

make sure that shorts, 

tights, or leggings are worn 

underneath. Shoes should have 

closed toes and heels for safety.  

If there is a strap on a shoe the 

strap needs to be an inch 

wide so the shoe 

does not come off. 

Students should 

not wear boots, 

Crocs, sandals, 

flip-flops, dress 

shoes, cleats, toe shoes, water shoes, 

beach shoes, or plastic shoes to PE.  

  Earrings should be carefully selected on 

PE days.  If earrings are worn posts would be best; 

please no dangling earrings or hoops larger than one half 

inch.   Students to be excused from PE due to an illness 

or injury need a doctor's note. Students who medically 

cannot participate will still need to come to class to 

watch and learn. 

Appropriate Clothes, Shoes for PE is Important 
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