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Notes from the Principal’s desk
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Students need daily math and reading practice

| certainly enjoy our wonderful school com-

munity and am thankful for the many bless-
ings each day in this career. This is a combined news-
letter for December and January since December is a
short month. If additional items need to be sent
home, I will get them to you through One Call.

I understand that December is a busy month, espe-
cially if you are traveling. Unfortunately, student
achievement may drop during this month if students
are taken out of school early and miss instructional
time. You are highly encouraged to keep your chil-
dren in school until the break begins on Dec. 19 and
return on Jan. 2. | also want to encourage you to have
your children read and work on math facts during
break. Although they will be out of their normal rou-
tine, spending time reading and learning math facts
will pay dividends for them. My wife and | used to do
flashcards with our children while traveling to see
family. We also asked family to read a bedtime story
to the children. Both the family members and our kids
loved it!

Please review the district calendar regarding holi-
days and the next Fort Bragg Continuous School Im-
provement (CSI) day on Jan 18. On CSI days, our
staff reviews student achievement data and receives
staff development related to our goals. CSI days al-
low staff to improve their instructional strategies and

I t is hard to believe December is already here!

focus on areas of improvement
for the school.

| want to thank our Parent
Teacher Association (PTA) for all |
of its efforts this year. The PTA
recently helped with school pic-
tures and Turkey Bingo. The PTA
sells spirit wear, plans fun Fri-
days, book fairs, and provides Toel Grim
funds for several other events. The Gordon PTA
Board puts in many hours to make Gordon a better
place and is in need of more volunteers. Many of the
same people help with every activity and could use
additional assistance. If you are interested in volun-
teering with the PTA, please contact the school at 907-
1300.

In our last newsletter, | requested that families not
check students out after 2 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, and Friday. Also, students should not be
checked out after 1 p.m. on Wednesday. This is so
teachers are able to properly review concepts at the
end of the day. Also, this reduces transition issues as
classes are moving to the dismissal areas. | want to
report that your assistance in this area has greatly im-
proved our dismissal routines. A big thank you to our
parents for your help!

Enjoy the holidays!

Gordon Elementary School/DoDEA MISSION: Educate, Engage, and Empower Each Student to Succeed in a Dynamic World.

Goal 1: By June 2013, all students will improve their reading comprehension skills by utilizing vocabulary, formulating questions,
drawing conclusions, summarizing/retelling, and making predictions. Progress will be measured through the use of system-wide

and local assessments.

Goal 2: By June 2013, all students will improve math skills, with an emphasis on Math Communication and Number/Number
Relations. Progress will be measured through the use of system-wide and local assessments.



Counselors’ Corner

Be Here: Attendance policy promotes student success

The policy is based on the prin-
ciples that regular school atten-
dance promotes higher levels of
student achievement, school-
connectedness, and readiness for
college and careers.

Did you know? Excessive ab-
sences in kindergarten are associ-
ated with lower academic perform-
ance in first grade and predict low
levels of educational achievement
at the end of fifth grade.

Help your child get into the
habit and learn the value of regular
routines.

Teach your children that attend-
ing school is required unless they
are truly sick.

Build relationships with other
families so you can help each other

How Parents Can

HELP

Parents and sponsors play a key role in establishing positive school attendance habits and

routines, especially at the kindergarten and elementary school levels. Parental involve-

ment in school attendance is also important for secondary school students.

in times of transportation chal-
lenges.

Identify school activities like
art, drama, music, etc. that can help
motivate your children’s interest in
school and learning so that they
want to attend.

Don’t forget hats, gloves, and
warm coats — layer clothing for

changes in temperature experienced
throughout the school day.

Mark your calendars: March
11-15 for Terra Nova Standardized
Testing for Grades 3 and 4.

Please do not schedule morning
appointments or family vacations
during this time.

By Mona Hegarty, School Counselor

Quarter-day attendance procedures track student absences

It is DoODEA policy that regular school attendance
correlates directly with success in academic work, im-
proves social interaction with adults and peers, pro- .
vides opportunities for important communication be-
tween teachers and students, and provides a cumula-
tive effect of establishing life-long positive habits that
are critical for developing career readiness skills and
success in college. Read more at http://

www.dodea.edu/attendance/upload/

Absent up to 25 percent of the school day = absent
one fourth of the school day

Absent between 26 to 50 percent of the school day
= absent one half of the school day

Absent between 51 to 75 percent of the school day
= absent three fourths of the school day

Absent between 76to 10-0 percent of the school
day = absent full-day

AttendancePolicy.pdf

Attendance Calculation

Daily student attendance is identi-

fied based upon a quarter-of-the-
school-day formula. Students will be
identified present or absent, based
upon the following criteria:
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http://www.dodea.edu/attendance/upload/AttendancePolicy.pdf
http://www.dodea.edu/attendance/upload/AttendancePolicy.pdf
http://www.dodea.edu/attendance/upload/AttendancePolicy.pdf
http://www.dodea.edu/attendance/index.cfm
http://www.dodea.edu/attendance/upload/attendance-booklet.pdf
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Home reading for the holidays and all year long

Every school day in America, 3,000 students drop out—the
majority of them are poor readers. Students with below grade level
reading skills are twice as likely to drop out of school as those who

can read on or above grade level.
Source: Adolescent Literacy: A National Reading Crisis

Wide and frequent reading of trade books increases a student’s
reading achievement.
Source: Scholastic: Classroom Libraries Work!

Research has found a relationship between the amount of time

that children read for fun and their own reading achievement.
) Source: Handbook of Research on Teaching the English Language Arts

Students need to read or be read to every day at home \' >

Help your children meet their monthly Home Reading goals and receive %\
monthly Home Reading incentives. Students who met their goal in October re- 6 D
ceived a small toy and a coupon for a free personal pan pizza at Pizza Hut! For

more information, speak with your child’s teacher or call Ms. Festa, Home Read-
ing Program coordinator, at (910) 907-1300.

By Laura Festa, Home Reading Program Coordinator

Congratulations to the following classes for having Congratulations to the following classes for hav-
100 percent participation in October: ing 80% or higher participation in October:
Prek Kindergarten 1% Grade 2" Grade 3" Grade 4" Grade
Harrison AM Grant
Harrison PM Baker Clark Colley Caruso Greene
Jillard AM Maull DeBruhl
Merritt Munsell
Upton Schmotzer

There’s no limit to what you
can do when you read.




Gordon Elementary School Library and
Information Center

-

certainty been o buzz of
octivity. During the first
gquarter Gordon Potriots

I#'s winter, time for frosty
breath, knitted hats with
pom-poms, warm mittens,
and heovy insuloted coats
to wear in the blustery
snow. Despite its bore
chilling temperatures and
doys of doldrums, the win-
ter months can conjure up
fun. Whether

it's sipping

marshmallow

laden hot

chocolate after

sledding or cele-

brating one of the many
cultural holidays, there are
a host of books that are
just right fer the season.
The Sordon School Library
and Information Center
{(5LIC) has
over 200 ti-
tles in its col-
lection dealing
with wirter
and the rale it plays in
such literary genres from

Did you know that your stu-
dent has access fo an onling
encyclopedia and databases
at home via link on the oy-
ber library? What are dato-
bases? Dotabases are pro-
grams that hold large
amournts of information,
usually in the form of short
articles from magazines,

fictional helidey narratives
to biographies, sports o
fantasy, and from peems to
cockboaks.

Here are a list of titles
that are sure fo warm
young minds:

Prek-2

The First Day of Winter
by Denise Fleming is a
rhythmic, cumulative pic-
ture book about a snowman
who comes alive az a child
builds him with the help of
friends. Another winter
favorite is the classic The
Snowy Day by Ezra Jack
Eeats. This simple picture
baok iz the winner of the
1253 Caldecott Medal. It
tells the story of a young
boy oz he explores his snow
covered city. A list of
other recommended books
for children 0-9 can be

found ot Beading Rockefs.
Grades 2-4

Check it Out

journals, cnd newspapers.
Thiz is an excellent resource
tool when students are wn-
able to locate informotion in
books. Sordon subscribes to
Encyclopedia Britannica
Onling, KidsInfobits, and
CulturesSrams. Username and
passwords can be cbtained
through the school librarion.

Horrible Harry and the
Holidaze by Suzy Kline
tells the story of a third
groders learning about the
different woys people cele-
brate which makes every-
one feel guite festive, well
everyone except Harry.
Something is definitely
bothering him. What could
it be? Another classic
that's sure to please is
Snowflake Bentley by Jac-
queline Briggs Martin. This
book is filled with out-
standing illustrations. Wil-

son Berntley absolutely loves

the snow so much that he

wonted to be a snowfloke as

a child. He is determined
to follow his dreem of cap-
furing the beauty of a
snowTloke, despite the ridi-
cule he receives from his
neighbors. For more titles
follow the link to Cold-

AMegther Chapter Books.

Bpeciz] Note
Becently, there have been a mum-
Iber of books reiumed to the mfor-
moldy, cayon or pencil scrib-
bling, and pat marks. Please en-
courage your child to nse proper
ook care when it comes to k-

lorary books. Damaged books not

only prevent others from reading
fhem it also decreases our

schopl s resources. Here are o fear
simple rules to belp keep books

howe checked-out 7,572
books.
picks of the quorter.

By Mo Willems

L] by Ted Arnold

3. I Spy Fiy &uy
by Ted Arnold

4. I Broke my Trunid
by Mo Willems

B Buzz Boy ond Fly &Suy
by Ted Arnold

Fiction

Bivwic Brogar Boy
by Do Pilkozy

by Mick Brusl

by Mick Brusl

Wedpe Homan

by Do Pillozy

B. fhary of a Wimpy K-
Rodrick Rofas

by Jeff Kmney

The information center khas

Here are our fop 5

Everybody Fiction (Picture)

1. I WY Swrprice my Frisnd

£ Fiy &y v=. the Flysearter’

1. &sptain Undarpants and
the Big . Sod’ Battle of the

2. Happy Birthday Bad Kitty

3. Bod Kitty mests the Baby

4. Caprain Uisderpants and
the Wiath of the Wicked

' Hamdle bools with cleas hand:
*Dom”t leave books oniside

*Diom"t give bools to baboy
brocher'sd@ster or peds
*Use a boolonark
*Hamdle pages with care
*Check book bap for spills

damage free. o

\ K in safe place

*Eeep sway from food and drmle

vy




December

CALENDAR CONNECTIONS
Dear Families,

Celebrate music in your homes by posting the December calendar in a prominent place and using the sugges-
tions below to add a bit of music fun to your month. Kids, if you know the answer to the Trivia Tuesday questions,

be sure to let your music teacher know! :
1 Learn about Hanukkah traditions and music by visiting

www.chabad.org/kids/artide_cdo/aid/354748/jewish/Chanukah.htrm.
3 Music Monday | The Musoocker Baet is based an an adapted story by Mlexander Dumas. The original story was not suitable for kids.
4 Trivia Tuesday | This country pop singer'songwriter was hom December 13, 1989,
5
7

Website Wednesday | Read bout and isten to the stary of Tihe Mutoacker at hittp: i holidays kaboase comychristmeas inutcrackes-story-music himl.

Farnily Friday | May your faworite Christmas sangs and make up your own dances. Keep changing the songs to se2 how your mavements change from one
styletn another. Share a few good laughs. “

10 Music Monday | In 1392, Peter yich Tchaikosky composad a ballet based on Dumas's wark. :_:_FI_?,’

11 Trivia Tuesday | This musidan sang “The Star-Spangled Banner” at a Philaddphia 76ers basketball game at the age of deven. e x_\f_.'_ S

12 Website Wednesday | Man a Nutmacker party for this Friday; visit wwwllemonade com/nutcrackes for idess, - :&ﬁ: ‘

13 Violin Day | Go to wwwyiclinstudert.com/gamechoaser to play some violin games. I.'-:I

14 Farnily Friday | Take your ideas from Website Wednesday and throw a Musmuoker party; indude watching The Miturker B, o

15 The Bill of Rights was passed in 1797 | Goto www.ongressforkids netgames/hil afighs/2 _billofrights htm to leam more. :

16 Ludwig van Beethoven's birthday | Go to wwew.dassicsforlids comyshows/showyiew asp?Il=20 to learn mare.

17 Music Monday | The first performance of The Mutoractertook place in Pussiain 1292.

18 Trivia Tuesday | This musician began writing her own songs and leaming 1o play guitar when she was twekve years old.

19 Website Wednesday | Vist wwwwartjames.com/themes/music/nutrracker bt for mere info and fun with The Nutmacker
21 Famnily Friday | Go caroling around your neighborhiood.

22 Giacomo Pucani's birthday (1858) | Ga to www.dassicsforkids com/mmposers bin.zspfid=40 t leam more.

24 Music Monday | TheMutmdker Saller tells the story of a girl named (lara who receives a rutcracker dall from her podfather on Christmas. She dreams of
her adverrtures in the Kingdom of Sweets.

25 Trivia Tuesday | Herhit saongsinclude “Teardropsan my Guitar,” *Love Story” and “You Belong o Me”
25 Christmas Day | Goto wwwaltthingschristmeas com/northpole. bt to lzam mare about this celebration, its traditions and its music.

.
26 Website Wednesday | Leam about Kiwanzaa, and explare the music and heritage of the African American cutture at fﬂp l.,:'|
www activityvillage couk/kwanzaa_for_kids him. el i

27 National Fruitcake Day | See how many songs you can find with the word “fuitcake” in them. \'ﬁ
28 Famnily Friday | Spread the joyof music during the holiday season. Lead sing-alongs & you visit different people over the halidays.
31 Music Monday | The Mutmader Baeris perfomed worldwidz during the haliday seasan.

December 20120anuary 2013 | 4t fgr 7

Reprinted with permission.
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PTA news & events

i Yo Vi v v Ve Yo
aﬁ;ﬁ%&?‘iﬁ%&*i& gf’&”&#*ﬁ?&#ﬁ;&#;& %ﬁf&aﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁw
uld \ike 10 * s he F?TA accepts mem- & ';,&t SPecig] ¢ kvo 38>
v e families t_hat W f‘t berships ang backgroung 3% ;.é: 0all of are Ufrom ys 3%
3 ek & e i FrGQYS SR Checks all year fong 1 A s CO1S that ey, Ol 3%
e articipate o Turkey ‘%ﬂ v YOU have been thinking 3’% S e_se events, eS Organjze
ks fo the 9™ v v about it or jyst moved 1Ak do it wigp out yo, 'Could not

- We

.& jon of turkeys $§ her_e, COme on in to the %5:% could af
'#*em pHouse Of Raeford: _ ‘*%' Office and ask for 5 form. 3

from ties WON ?t-ur N Volunteers must have v
i Thanksgiving !3& l?af:kground check to par- i
eyveryone had @ 3* ticipate jn any function at b 4

¥ 1
i
F 3
i
¥ 3
¥ 3
¥ 1
% ‘z& dinner and 1 the school, &
¥ 1
F 3
i
F 3
3
¥ 1
F 1

Je e e e e P
i

R
h

. “‘v‘ﬁg)ﬂ"ﬁﬁ;&%ﬁv..""% % )
s Gy P Sty e
sttt G S SN
WL Py Gy, o,

® We would like to give a warm

S welcome to our newest board
et
‘?“%‘?\;\ﬁ ’%;:ﬁ member. The board elected b 4 "ﬁiﬁsﬁ.
aWe e ‘ﬁ* Mary Brown as the PTA secre- L

a“{““\ & tary.

(e ﬁ####ﬁ#ﬁﬁ#ﬁ###ﬁﬁ ag,‘#{#%g*%‘#
oW - o gga‘#&?‘*”"?‘
D

it 3T IS e V0 weary
‘;& Gordon l?atriot T-shirts, 'Onf ”&;g N Fun Friday

?ﬁ sleeve shirts ang Sweatshirts &

3& are alWays available to orders i’: ;‘{i .
s 1T you neeq 5 special size ji; t * w  pTA mont! :
g& ask! Jus 3% ¥ jan. 17,201 ce. PULo
g&%ﬁ;&» ; Z’§ :ﬁ: pack 10 schoo! 4%

BRI e e vy

'

g
F ’
B B B B BB e e A e e

4

z
3
Lt

n those dancind 3

L

@ 2he

%

Lo
Loi
Yoi
L
%

T e D B e e
Y
%*
e
Yo
R

|
E
]
|
:
g



Fire Safety Lessons

Students visit
the Fort Bragg
Fire and Emer-
gency Services
Safety House
and learn how
to exit a smoke
filled room.




Families Making the
Connection
Cutting Back on Sweet Treats

Cuting back on added sugars 1s mportant for
everyone Added sugars uswally mean added
calores and fewer nutnents. Even small stieps
toward lowermng your Gmiy's sugar intake
counts! Try some of these ideas:

Serve small portionn. Show kds that 2 smal
amowunt of beats can go 3 loag way. Use
smallor bowls and plates for these foods. Have
Sem share 3 camdy bar ce piit 3 cupcale

Bip smarter. Offer water, Lat free milk or 100%
pice msteod of soda and other sweet denks.

Shop smart Play detectve n he ceredl asle.
Teach kds how 10 find and compare the
amount of sugar n cereais ey like. Have them
select the one with the lower amount of sugar.
When checking out, use 3 candy free checkout
ane_ @ avadable This helps avod temptaton

Make fruit the everyday deasert Serve frut
salad, baked appies or frozen 100% mice bars,

Make food fun. Sugary foods are marketed 35

Memnus for

December 2012
FORT BRAGG Schools

Tusadsy, Decumber & Wednescay December & Thursday. Decenter &
3’&?'% Vﬂg&‘ Parcme ;hw
Toasty Ors Coreed Cmremen Toaster Comsl Oheeses Comedd

Wedges o Agmile Juce | | Apgle Wedges or Gpe Juice Wedges o Sppke Juce
Tosstw Loy ) Tomsl w (el | Tomsd w ey )
CHOICE OF COLD MLX CHOCE OF COLD BRLK CHOKE OF COLD BLX

LAMCH LUNCH
wv;nno&-i OGT)F- m;m!iﬂ
Seppy Joe Micktog
CHOOSE TWO b CHOOSE TWO CHOOSE TWO
Greer By Dlenred Com Bamet Pobale Pl
Caged Camchy Peic Sen=y Semed Beamy
lophe Shoes Rorare Lelhce o Red -0 w Vimnd Frd
Carden Seled Cremy Tomsioes Agpied Orange Weages
Fresh Grepes
CHOICE OF COLO LK CHOCE OF COLD ML X CHOKCE OF COLD I X
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Fun foods”. Make eafing sutstious foods fun,
e For example, get creative by preparnng
your own snack mixes. Try whole gran ceredl,
dried frut and unsaited nuts or seeds.

Make treats "treats”. Make them 3 sometmes
food rather than an everyday food Focus more
on non-food teats as rewards. Kind words.
hugs and small itlems, bke stckers, can goa
long way!

Cecember

*  Pear Month
= Hand Washing Week (2nd-8%)
= Cocoa Day (124)

Fit Fcundaaticns
SanD)i Coast Chili Mole

Makes § servings
Serving s@e: 273 cup chili and 1 ounce chips

2 cups canned diced tomatoes
1 cup canned pureed pumpkn
1 cup water

144 cup diced crion

3 cups conned red beans draned
6 ounces reduced {3t or baked Drtlla chps

i

Directions

1. inalemge stock pot, combine ol
ngredients except for the beans and chips.
Mix wel

2. Brng mixtues 10 3 boil over high heat.
Reduce heat to medium low. Afow mixture
% simmer for about 12 0015 minutes,
strmng occasonaly

3 Add beans o mixture and mx well Cook
chill for sbout 15 10 20 minutes, siering
occasonaly,

4. Plce 1 ounsce of wriila cps (sbout 10
chips) in each of § bow's.

5. Ladle chil over chps and serve.
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FROM THE LUNCH BUNCH CREW

TO YOU AND YOUR FAMILY WE

WISH YOU HAPPY HOLIDAYS

b

Festred rocipe adapted
from Myvon 8. Gresn

San Deego, Catdormiay

* "
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Familties Eating Smart and Moving More
i Research paints 1o seven key behaviors that can help chidren youth and

{ aduits eat healthier and be more actve:

Prepare and eat more meals at home
Tame the tube

Choose % move more every doy.
Right-size your porbons.
Re-think your drmk.

Empoy more fruits and vegetables.
Breastfecd your baby.

By promoting gocd nutiton n he ploces whore ow children eat - at home and
{ at school ~ we can have 3 greater impact on her health. Encourage your
i chid's healthy eating hobds by supporting school meals!




