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 Expect the Extraordnary! 

Joel Grim 

I 
t is hard to believe December is already here!  

I certainly enjoy our wonderful school com-

munity and am thankful for the many bless-

ings each day in this career.  This is a combined news-

letter for December and January since December is a 

short month.   If additional items need to be sent 

home, I will get them to you through One Call. 

I understand that December is a busy month, espe-

cially if you are traveling.  Unfortunately, student 

achievement may drop during this month if students 

are taken out of school early and miss instructional 

time.  You are highly encouraged to keep your chil-

dren in school until the break begins on Dec. 19 and 

return on Jan. 2.  I also want to encourage you to have 

your children read and work on math facts during 

break.  Although they will be out of their normal rou-

tine, spending time reading and learning math facts 

will pay dividends for them.  My wife and I used to do 

flashcards with our children while traveling to see 

family.  We also asked family to read a bedtime story 

to the children.  Both the family members and our kids 

loved it! 

Please review the district calendar regarding holi-

days and the next Fort Bragg Continuous School Im-

provement (CSI) day on Jan 18. On CSI days, our 

staff reviews student achievement data and receives 

staff development related to our goals.  CSI days al-

low staff to improve their instructional strategies and 

focus on areas of improvement 

for the school. 

I want to thank our Parent 

Teacher Association (PTA) for all 

of its efforts this year.  The PTA 

recently helped with school pic-

tures and Turkey Bingo. The PTA 

sells spirit wear, plans fun Fri-

days, book fairs, and provides 

funds for several other events.  The Gordon PTA 

Board puts in many hours to make Gordon a better 

place and is in need of more volunteers.  Many of the 

same people help with every activity and could use 

additional assistance.  If you are interested in volun-

teering with the PTA, please contact the school at 907-

1300. 

In our last newsletter, I requested that families not 

check students out after 2 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday, and Friday.  Also, students should not be 

checked out after 1 p.m. on Wednesday.  This is so 

teachers are able to properly review concepts at the 

end of the day.  Also, this reduces transition issues as 

classes are moving to the dismissal areas.  I want to 

report that your assistance in this area has greatly im-

proved our dismissal routines.  A big thank you to our 

parents for your help! 

 

Enjoy the holidays! 
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Gordon Elementary School/DoDEA MISSION: Educate, Engage, and Empower Each Student to Succeed in a Dynamic World. 

Goal 1: By June 2013, all students will improve their reading comprehension skills by utilizing vocabulary, formulating questions, 

drawing conclusions, summarizing/retelling, and making predictions. Progress will be measured through the use of system-wide 

and local assessments. 

Goal 2: By June 2013, all students will improve math skills, with an emphasis on Math Communication and Number/Number 
Relations. Progress will be measured through the use of system-wide and local assessments.  

Notes from the Principal’s desk 

Students need daily math and reading practice   
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Counselors’ Corner 

Be Here: Attendance policy promotes student success 

The policy is based on the prin-

ciples that regular school atten-

dance promotes higher levels of 

student achievement, school-

connectedness, and readiness for 

college and careers. 

Did you know?  Excessive ab-

sences in kindergarten are associ-

ated with lower academic perform-

ance in first grade and predict low 

levels of educational achievement 

at the end of fifth grade. 

Help your child get into the 

habit and learn the value of regular 

routines. 

 Teach your children that attend-

ing school is required unless they 

are truly sick. 

 Build relationships with other 

families so you can help each other 

in times of transportation chal-

lenges. 

 Identify school activities like 

art, drama, music, etc. that can help 

motivate your children’s interest in 

school and learning so that they 

want to attend. 

Don’t forget hats, gloves, and 

warm coats – layer clothing for 

changes in temperature experienced 

throughout the school day. 

Mark your calendars: March 

11-15 for Terra Nova Standardized 

Testing for Grades 3 and 4. 

Please do not schedule morning 

appointments or family vacations 

during this time. 

 
By Mona Hegarty, School Counselor 

Quarter-day attendance procedures track student absences 

It is DoDEA policy that regular school attendance 

correlates directly with success in academic work, im-

proves social interaction with adults and peers, pro-

vides opportunities for important communication be-

tween teachers and students, and provides a cumula-

tive effect of establishing life-long positive habits that 

are critical for developing career readiness skills and 

success in college. Read more at  http://

www.dodea.edu/attendance/upload/

AttendancePolicy.pdf 

 

Attendance Calculation  

Daily student attendance is identi-

fied based upon a quarter-of-the-

school-day formula. Students will be 

identified present or absent, based 

upon the following criteria: 

 Absent up to 25 percent of the school day = absent 

one fourth of the school day  

Absent between 26 to 50 percent of the school day 

= absent one half of the school day  

Absent between 51 to 75 percent of the school day 

= absent three fourths of the school day  

Absent between 76to 10-0 percent of the school 

day = absent full-day  

http://www.dodea.edu/attendance/upload/AttendancePolicy.pdf
http://www.dodea.edu/attendance/upload/AttendancePolicy.pdf
http://www.dodea.edu/attendance/upload/AttendancePolicy.pdf
http://www.dodea.edu/attendance/index.cfm
http://www.dodea.edu/attendance/upload/attendance-booklet.pdf
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Home reading for the holidays and all year long 

Every school day in America, 3,000 students drop out—the 

majority of them are poor readers. Students with below grade level 

reading skills are twice as likely to drop out of school as those who 

can read on or above grade level. 
Source:  Adolescent Literacy: A National Reading Crisis  

Wide and frequent reading of trade books increases a student’s 

reading achievement. 
Source: Scholastic: Classroom Libraries Work! 

Research has found a relationship between the amount of time 

that children read for fun and their own reading achievement. 
Source:  Handbook of Research on Teaching the English Language Arts  

Students need to read or be read to every day at home 

Help your children meet their monthly Home Reading goals and receive 

monthly Home Reading incentives. Students who met their goal in October re-

ceived a small toy and a coupon for a free personal pan pizza at Pizza Hut! For 

more information, speak with your child’s teacher or call Ms. Festa, Home Read-

ing Program coordinator, at (910) 907-1300. 
By Laura Festa, Home Reading Program Coordinator 

Congratulations to the following classes for having 

100 percent participation in October: 
 
 PreK              Kindergarten 
 
 Harrison AM           Grant 
 Harrison PM           Baker 
 Jillard AM             Maull 
                   Merritt 
                   Upton 

Congratulations to the following classes for hav-

ing 80% or higher participation in October: 

 
1

st
 Grade  2

nd
 Grade  3

rd
 Grade   4

th
 Grade 

 

Clark     Colley     Caruso     Greene 

                DeBruhl 

                Munsell 

                Schmotzer 

There’s no limit to what you 

can do when you read. 
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PTA news & events 

The PTA would like to 

thank all the families that 

participated in Fun Fridays 

and of course Turkey 

Bingo!  Thanks to the gen-

erous donation of turkeys 

from House of Raeford. 

Twelve families won a tur-

key for their Thanksgiving 

dinner and everyone had a 

blast!   

A special thank you from us 
to all of our parent volun-
teers that help us organize 
these events, we could not 
do it without you!  We would also like to thank Kelly Walker for her work 

on the school’s Boxtop events.   

The PTA board would 

like to thank the Maughn 

family for th
e beautifu

l 

lockbox located outsid
e 

the school offic
e. 

We would like to give a warm 

welcome to our newest board 

member.  The board elected 

Mary Brown as the PTA secre-

tary. 

Your PTA is still in need 

of a Spirit Wear/Fun Fri-

day coordinator, so please 

see the Gordon office or 

PTA members for details. 

Gordon Patriot T-shirts, long-sleeve shirts, and sweatshirts are always available to order.  If you need a special size just ask! 

The PTA accepts mem-
berships and background checks all year long.  If 
you have been thinking 
about it or just moved 
here, come on in to the 
office and ask for a form. Volunteers must have 
background check to par-
ticipate in any function at the school. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Dec. 4, 2012 

 PTA monthly meeting @ 1:45 p.m. 

Jan. 4, 2013 

 Fun Friday.  Wear your Gordon shirt and 

buy a snack to support your school! 

Jan. 8, 2013 

 PTA monthly meeting @ 1:45 p.m. 

Jan. 17, 2013 

Back to school dance.  Put on those dancing 

shoes kids!  



 

School Snapshots 
 

Students visit 

the Fort Bragg 

Fire and Emer-

gency Services 

Safety House 

and learn how 

to exit a smoke 

filled room. 

Fire Safety Lessons  



 


