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G ordon Elementary held an
awards assembly after the first
reporting period ended. Gordon
will hold K-1, 2-3, and 4-5 award
ceremonies each quarter in the
cafeteria. Parents will be notified
by the teacher if their child will
be receiving an award. Due to the
size of our cafeteria, we ask that
strollers be left at the front of the
school or in the car. Gordon is
excited to recognize student
achievement each quarter.

The Super Bowl is Sunday, Feb.
6. Students may wear their favor-
ite team colors on Thursday, Feb.
2. This may be a jersey or T-
shirt. School will not be is ses-
sion on Friday, Feb. 3:

Gordon recently experienced a
power outage for approximately
30 minutes. Numerous concerned
parents called the office wonder-
ing if school would remain in
session or how lunch will be
served. The district office and
principals coordinate on all emer-
gency situations. If children need
to be sent home, | would contact
parents through OneCallNow,
using my cell phone. It is impor-
tant that your cell phone number
is in our system. Alternate plans
can also be made for serving
lunch such as food brought in
from another school. Normally
power outages are for a short time
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and the power is restored. During
this time, teachers open up the
blinds and instruction continues.

We are very excited about Feb.
16! Author Marc Harshman will
be visiting Gordon Elementary
and reading to the students. Mr.
Harshman has written numerous
children’s books and does ex-
traordinary presentations. He will
also do writing workshops with
4™ and 5" grade students. Mr.
Harshman will remain for the
P.T.A. Literacy Night from 5-7
p.m. and do storytelling with
families. He will most likely sell
and autograph books. Each grade
level will host activities and the
P.T.A. will sponsor a book fair.
Children may dress up as their
favorite book character for our
literacy day. Students need to
select an appropriate character
and costume. Mark your calendar
for this wonderful event.

Dismissal seems to be working
in a timely manner for the size of
our school. | do ask parents to be
on time when picking up walkers.
Some parents wait until the crowd
diminishes before arriving to pick
up their children. This slows
down dismissal as teachers have
to wait on parents. Parents need
to be waiting on children for dis-
missal. We have been fortunate
and not experienced severe
weather. If you plan to pick up

walkers on rainy
days, you will
need to be pa-
tient. Teachers
will watch out
the gym doors
and deliver
children to par-

Our home reading data indicates
that many children are not read-
ing at home. We are looking at
some new incentives for children,
but do encourage you to read with
your child. As a parent of older
children, I miss cuddling up with
my elementary children and read-
ing a good book. Take advantage
of this opportunity as time truly
flies. Reading at home will help
your child love literacy and im-
prove their skills.

My door is always open with
questions, concerns, and positive
feedback. | do request that if you
are concerned with anything, try
to solve the issue with your
child’s teacher as part of the chain
of command. Most issues can be
solved at the classroom level.

Thanks again for allowing me to
serve your children. Gordon
students are outstanding!

Improvement

T he CSI Team would like to
welcome Mrs. Tricia Harm to our
team. Mrs. Harm has been kind
enough to donate her time for the
school improvement process.
Mrs. Harm will be an asset to our
team as we work together with all
stakeholders to make Gordon
Extraordinary!

: . Joel Grim
ent as quickly as possible. Please

remember that nearly 700 chil-
dren are being dismissed from
Gordon.

During the last CSI Day, Jan.
13, our staff accomplished sev-
eral tasks. Pre-K teachers at-
tended math training. Kindergar-
ten through Third grade teachers
attend more Fountas and Pinnell
training for the assessment just
adopted to assess reading. Fourth
and Fifth grade teachers met to
analyze Terra Nova data as well
as common assessment data.
Special Education Staff was also
in training specifically targeted to
their needs.

Literacy Night, scheduled for
Feb. 16, is fast approaching. We
look forward to seeing everyone
for a night of fun and reading!

As always, should you have a
suggestion, comment, or concern
about school improvement,
please email April Ennis at
april.ennis@am.dodea.edu.

School
Safety,
Security

When visiting the school during normal school hours, please
ensure you use the parking lot in front of the school. We re-
cently added 34 additional paved parking spaces to accommo-
date our staff and visitors. Parking directly in front of the
school or on the grassy areas, even for short periods, is not
allowed. We must keep this area clear for force protection
purposes and to ensure emergency vehicles are able to ap-
proach the school, if needed.

During mid-day Pre-K dismissal and arrival, please remem-
ber to park in the large parking lot behind the school. There is
plenty of space. Please do not park in the parking lot beyond
the orange barriers. This parking lot is used specifically for

our SPED school buses. Parking in this area interferes with
the safe operation of our SPED buses. Please assist us in this
area by parking in the large parking lot during Pre-K dismissal
and arrival procedures.

In the near future, we will practice a lock down drill. It is
necessary to practice these drills during random times of the
day to ensure our staff and students are familiar with the
proper procedures in the event of an actual lockdown situation.
Please feel free to discuss these drills with your children. If
you have any questions/concerns regarding the safety and
security of the school, please feel free to contact the principal
or the assistant principal.

DoDEA/Gordon Mission: To Provide an Exemplary Education that Inspires and Prepares All DoDEA Students for Success in a Dynamic, Global Environment
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Come join us for a 4 day workshop designed to help you with your
most important job. PARENTING!

Parenting workahops are offered manthly
Soe back of fiyer for date, time and location information

To register or for more Information call the
Family Advocacy Program at (810) 396-5521

ScreamFres Parenting is not just abow lowenng your volos,

I's abowt learming (o calm youwr amotionsd reactions and focus on your own behavior more
than your kids' behavior. By staying caim and connected with your kids, you bogin to
oparate ess oul of your despest fears and more owt of your highest principles. This
prachicn! approach is for parents with childron of all ages and wi help them bacome

calming suthorlies in their homes, bringing a revalulionary peace 1o ther families

January 23.26 February 6-9
8-12pm 9-12pm
Nipmegen Nesghborhood Center Lodge at Linden Oaks
(810} 436-4743 (910) 764-5000

March 5.8 Aprl 23.26
a.12pm 9-12pm
St Mere Eglise Neighborhood Center Lodge at Linden Oaks

(810) 487-0510 (910) 764-5000

May 14-17 June 25-28
S-12pm 8.12pm
Casablanca Neighborhood Center Clubhouse at Linden Oaks
(910) 495-0120 (610) 764-4932
Eehnmny 21-24 Aprl 8-12
6-9pm &-Spm

ACS FRG Canter
(910) 432-3742

ACS FRG Center
(910) 4323742

To register or for more information,
call the Family Advocacy Program:
(910) 3865621

Before ottending class, please stop by the Family Advococy Progeam on the 7 floor of
the Soldier Support Center to get o class workboak,
*To receive free childoare, ottendess must first pre-register children with Ft Brogg CYSS
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Robot Readers

After reading a story with a ro-
bot theme, entitled Pearl and
Wagner: Two Good Friends,
2nd Grade Teacher Brenda
Weston’s class completed a
robot project.




It's a Good Time to Join

PTA Sponsors Fun Fridays, Book Fairs, Guest Authors

be our guest. Please plan to attend
and enjoy story telling with him as
well as the rest of the literacy activi-
ties and the book fair.

hanks to all who sup-

ported PTA through their
purchases of pickles and Gordon
bracelets. Our first "Fun Friday"
was a success, and we hope to do at

least one or two
="

per month until
(&) ==

Please keep collecting those box tops
and soup labels. We will be collecting
them from classrooms soon and an-
nouncing class-
room winners.
Our first check
from Box Top -
@ returns was more than $1,000. Keep
d up the great work.

the end of the
school year.
Please be watching

for more "Fun Friday" information
to come near Valentine's Day.

Thank you for your continued sup-

Our next Scholastic Book Fair is set port of Gordon PTA.

for Feb. 13-17. Literacy Night will
be held on Thursday, Feb. 16. Chil- It is not too late to join. Envelopes
dren's author, Marc Harshman, will Marc Harshmann are in the school office.

Students Receive Rewards for Participating in Home Reading Program

he week of Dec. 12, First through Fifth grade

students who participated in Gordon’s Home

Reading Program for September, October, and Congratulations to the following

November were invited to the cocoa and cookie
celebration in the Information Center. Pre-K and Kin-
dergarten students who participated all three months

received special treats in their classrooms! N T i W

classes for 100 percent participation

Parents, encourage your children to read every evening ¥ w
at home and record what they read on their Home Read- i i
ing record. Records are collected the first school day of i November December o
every month and rewards are given for participation A )

Merritt AM Grant w
pie ] pAe
o Merritt PM Harrison o
pAs . Ag
o Harrison Marks o
)AS Mark Maull Yo
v arxs e
e Maull Upton Yo
PAe pAg
e Upton Yo
pAs Ag
PAGA A S AR AR AN AIAgIAg A gk gl gk g g A g A S A G A A gk g

Students enjoy their treat at the Home Reading celebration.


http://www.marcharshman.com/

Ninety Gordon 4th, 5th Graders have GradeSpeed Accounts

radeSpeed is a web-based program that enables
parents to log-in to view grade and attendance
data for their student(s). GradeSpeed will be the

only authorized and supported grade book used by Do- proved.

DEA employees in Grades 4-12.

All teachers have secure access to GradeSpeed through
the use of an Internet web browser. Teachers use the
grade book portion of GradeSpeed to enter assignments,
grades, and to maintain grade calculations. Teachers are
also able to email progress reports to parents through

GradeSpeed.

GradeSpeed is just one of DoDEA's continuous im-
provement initiatives designed to ensure highest student

achievement. When parents have timely information
about student progress and are involved in the education
of their student, the entire learning environment is im-

GradeSpeed enhances that all-important connection

between home and the school.GradeSpeed makes com-
munication between parents and teachers easier, more
effective and timelier. Since GradeSpeed is web-based,
the program can be accessed from anywhere. Parents

who are deployed will be able to stay informed and in-

volved in their child's academic life regardless of loca-

tion.

l. Go to hitp:idodea.gradespeed.net
2. Chck “Parent” in the list of choices.

3. Select the appropriate area from the
dropdown and click the link in the lower
lelt corner Lo sign up.

Dl e
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4‘. Fill in the blanks. You will use this
usemame and password each Uime you
log into GradeSpeed,

Note: Make sure your ema¥ adcreos & correct

5. Chick Sign Up,

6. Click OK.

\
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7. Chick the “Add a Student” Link.

8. Use the Student 1D number provided,
Use student’s full legal name. Click
Submit.

9. Chick OK.

10. Log off and wait a full work day for your
account o be approved.

connecting DoDEA parents & students - grades 4-12

After You Are Approved...

You can access the followng features wthin
your account by cicking the links found on the
ieft of the screen

E'Grm click o view the current
grade avarage in sach dass. Click
the indeidual lefter grade link to
view the assgnaments associated
with that grade.  You may emall the
teachar from s soreen by clicking
ihe teacher’s name.

E’A!lmdm - chck %O view your
studert’s attendance nfo

E'lnwm - glick fo set up auto-matic
grade and attandance notfications

" Calendar - efick fo view school
events

gﬂy Settings - click 1o edit parent
account information (name, omak
nddress, password, =t )

Remember: Seachers premary b is to feach
your chilcren, Plasse be patient when wading
for an ema response. You can expect 1o get
cccasional emais from leachers containing
progress reporis. Always keep your emad
address current

Each parent can
sef up their own
aceount.

Parents can access GradeSpeed via the Parent Portal.

Parents must register at:
http://dodea.gradespeed.net to estab-
lish a personal GradeSpeed access
account. After their account has
been established, parents will be
able to login to view grade and at-
tendance data only for their student.
They will also be able to view school
announcements and calendar events.
There is a note feature available in
GradeSpeed that parents can use to
directly contact their student's
teachers.

Parents, remember the following:

= GradeSpeed is not intended to
replace face-to-face communication
between parents and teachers in
meetings and parent conferences.

= A teacher's primary job is to
teach! While communication with
parents enhances the educational
experience, parents must be reason-
able about expectations on the post-
ing of grades and responsiveness.
Please remember to be patient when
waiting for an email response.

While students may have concerns
about how much information parents
will have, the truth is children with
parents who are involved in their
education have a much greater
chance to be successful.

Always keep your email address cur-
rent.


http://www.dodea.edu/back_to_school/gradeSpeed.cfm

E.D.I.T.H.

Students Practice Exit Drills in the Home at Fire Safety House

1. Tape index carcs, with One typed or wiition product per cand, 10 wadl (hal wall works weld)
2. Ghve childd 1he Ny swat and Call out 3 multiplicason probiem (eg 7x5) and instruct chid to swat
of wnack the cormct answer twhich stould be posted on the wall]
1 This ale works with
3. Rayc addition ang subtraction facty
8, Sight woeds
Letier/ nuimaser recognition

d,  Lutier sound comespondence

Remember. physical movement stimatates both the right and feft hamisphares of the brain. When
physical movemant i pared with o learneg sctivity, the content of that activity & more Sely 1o b

retained Inour ong term memory
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Black History Month
February is the month set
aside to celebrate and honor
the contributions of African-
Americans. Thisisa
wonderful time for students
to learn about our country’s
rich heritage and history by
reading biographies of
famous leaders and great
fiction written by African-
American authors. Students
in PreK-3 will enjoy books
written by Donald Crews,
Bill Cosby, and Leo Dillion.
Students in the upper grades
would definitely enjoy books
written by Christopher Paul
Curtis, Patricia McKissack,
Mildred D. Taylor, and

Walter Dean Myers. These
are just a few authors, want

more selections just visit
your school library
information center.

Valentine’s Day
Conversational candy,
chocolate filled boxes, and
paper hearts are items you
normally associate with
Valentine’s. What better
way to add a little more
love than with a book. Here
are a couple of books I’'m
sure your child will adore.
PreK-3
Froggy’s First Kiss
Love, Ruby Valentine
Arthur’s First Valentine
Love, Splat
Roses are Pink, Your Feet

Really Stink
Grades 3-5
Somebody Loves You Mr.

Hatch
Heart to Heart with

Mallory
The Valentine Cat
Love Stinks
Mr. Louie is Screwy!

President’s Day
President’s Day is the 20"
of February. The
information center has a
collection of over one
hundred books on U.S.
Presidents. Get to know
some of our lesser known
leaders like Zachary Taylor,
Benjamin Harrison and
Chester A. Arthur. Tour the
White House and discover
fascinating facts about our
nation’s leaders.

The Evolution of the School Library

The SLIC: Key to Information
Access

The school library has definitely evolved over
the years, which is reflected in a number of name
changes. It has gone from school library to media
center; from media center to information center; to
its current title of school library information center.
This is commonly referred to many of our upper
grade students as the SLIC. Throughout its many
name changes, one aspect that has always remained
constant in the library is information access.
However the manner in which information is
accessed has greatly increased, thanks to the many
technological advances brought about by the 21st
century.

Today’s students must be able to locate and
use information in a variety of formats. This
includes being able to find and use books in the

W

SLIC, as well as online and in databases.

The Gordon SLIC has been selected as a pilot

. Eleanor, Ellatony, Ellencake, and Me
. Franklin Goes to School
. A Very Marley Christmas

. Polar Express

The key to learning how to access information
begins in the school library information center.

CyberLibrary

Did you know that your student has access to
an online encyclopedia and databases at home via
link on the cyber library? What are databases?
Databases are programs that hold large amounts of
information, usually in the form of short articles
from magazines, journals, and newspapers. This is
an excellent resource tool when students are unable
to locate information in books. Gordon subscribes
to Encyclopedia Britannica Online,
KidslInfobits, and CultureGrams. Username
and passwords can be obtained through the
school librarian.

Everybody Fiction Fiction

Franklin’s Class Trip

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Cabin Fever
The Christmas Toy Factory

Ricky Ricotta’s Mighty Robot vs the
Voodoo Vultures from Venus

Red, White, and True Blue Mallory

school for the new automation system by
DODEA. This new system is user-friendly and
students will be able to access the online catalog
anywhere internet is available. Full
implementation of the system will occur
gradually throughout the school year. To geta
glimpse of the system go to the Gordon
homepage and click on the SLIC.

The Information Center
is looking for
volunteers. Interested?
Contact Ms. Bailey or
Ms. Elliott at 907-1328
for more details.

Non-fiction

Baby Mouse

Baby Mouse: Our Hero
1 Spy Gold Challenger
Baby Mouse: Monster
Mash

Bone: Rock Jaw



Families Making the
Connection

Ler's Help - Teach Them Life’s Simple 7™

Celebrate American Heart Month with tese
7 simpie tips:

1. Get active. Just 30 minutes a oy helps
controi your weight and makes you feel
great!

ofen, go %or foods iow in cholestentl and
saturated it and #ee of trans fats.

5. Eatbetier. Saiance ciones with adivity 1o
manage weight. Heart smart foods inchuse
fruits and veggies, whole grains, #sh, j2an
ma3ts, 3nd poultry without skin. Choose
1% or fat fres dairy peoducts. Am 10
reduce sakt and saty foods in your diet.
Check out the 2010 Distary Guidelinas
for Amecicans at www.cnpp.usda.gow'
distaryguidsiines mm.

4 Manage blood preasurs. Sy folowng the
tips above, plus limiting akcohol and
prevent 2¥s “sient ol

5. Losa weight Even 3 small waight loss
can often make a big difference to heath.

5. Reducs biood sugar. Do you have

diabates? Keeping your blood sugar uncer

controf helps keep haart disaase i bay.

Stop smoking. Making s one chang=

can maks 3n ENoMmous positive impact!

For motvaton, support and addtional ways 1o
1aKke action, Qo ¥ M imylsecheck haart.org.
Takz e My Life Check ™ assessment and
Make 3 new e resolution todayt

February

* Amencan Heart Mooh
*  Children's Dental Health Month

Fit Fcundaticns

Crecle-style Black-eyed Peas

Makes 8 servings

Serving size: 1 cup

Ingredients

® 3 cups water

* 2 cups oried biack-syed peas

= 1 teaspoon iow sedium chicken-flavored
beuilion granues

* 2 cupscanned mo salt acded tomatoes,
crushed

* 1 large omvon, finely chopped

= 2 stalks celery, finely chopped

= 3 teaspoons mincad garfc

= 12 %2aspoon dry mustard

* 1/4 235poon ground ginger

= 1/4 $23spoon cayenns pepper

= 1bayleaf

= 12 cup chopp=d parsiey

Directions

1. AdT 2 cups of e waler and biack-ayed
peas 1 a madium savcepan. Sring to a bod
over high heat. Boil for 2 minutes. Then,
cover 12 pan and remove it from Me haat
Let stand for 1 hour.

2. Drain tha water, leaving the p2as nthe
saucepan. Agd the remaining 1 cup of
water, bouilion granuies, Tomatoes, onion,
celery, gariic, dry mustard, ginger, cayenne
PEPDEr and bay Jeaf. Str logemher. Then,
bing 1o @ boil. Cover the s3ucepan. Reduce
the heat and simmer slowly for 2 hours. Sir
occasionally. Add waler, as necessary, 1o
k2ep he paas covered with liquid.

3. Remove the bay leas from the cookad
beans. Spoon the DEINs into 3 Sening Dow.
Gamish with parsiey ang serve.
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lies Eating Smart

_ Menus for @
Februanry 2012

FORT BRAGG Schools

and Mcoving Mcre

{ Research points to seven key benaviors that can
help chigren, youtn and adults &3t heathier and be
more active:

Prepare and eat more meals 3t home.

Tame the wbe.

Cnoose 1 move more every day.

Rignt-size your portions.

Ra-?ink your annk.

Engoy more fruits and vegatables.

Breastiead your bady.

Thursday, Felbnuary 2

Friday, Febmary 3

TEACHER WORX Day

NON STUCENT DAY

. ——
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Honday, February 6 Tuesday, February 7
Ham Etscuft wi Osimes Scrambie E9jc w! Gz
o Cr
Caresl Ceseal
Feathes w/ Banenas or Agple Appezauce or Orange Juke
ice Toaxt Nice Crenge Juice Qeepe Julce
Toazt CHOICE OF COLD MILK Toaz Toax Toast
CHOICE OF COLD MK LUNCH CHOICE OF COLD NILK CHONCE OF COLD MILK CHOICE OF COLD MiLX.
LUNCH Turkey Pot Pie wr Rold LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH
Chicken Sardeics Or Cheese Pzxs Bar-2-Que Cricken w' Rl Maczroni & Chesse wi ot
o Hat Ham and Cheeze Sang- o Cr Cr
Lasagre wi Freeech Sead wich Bub Sangwich Shppy Joe Taco's
CHOOSE TWO CHOO3E TWO CHOOZE TWO CHOOSE TWO CHOOSE TWO
Steamed Sroccol w Camots Garden Peaz Sheamed Comn Farziey Folsioss Fizb Seanz
Com On Cob Bakad Agpies Geen Beans Szames Ctbage Seked Apples
Toszed Salag Caulfiowss w' Camots 2cks Sheeaded LeRuce wi Diced Elack-eyed Peas Crange Wagges
Omnge Wedges Chllied Syowteny Capz Toraies Paaches o Siced Saranas Lettuce W Diced Tomsaives
CHOICEOF COLDMLK CHOICE OF COLD MLX Appie Sices CHOICE OF COLD LK CHOICE OF COLD MLX.
Monday, February 43 Tuesday, Febnuary 14 Wednesday, Febnary 15 Thursday, February 16 Friday, Febnary 17
Seeaidest Fizza Breskfest Eage wi Cream Chicken Blsautt Scrarbe Egzw/ Gz Ham Bt wf Oalres
O Chesse o O or
Ceres O Ceres Cereny Cesea
Onange Wadpes or Appile Julce Cosenl Folto Rounds or Geepe Julce: Siced Peaches w! Diced Appesauce or Geepe Juce
Toast Fople Wedges or Orenge Juce Toast Appies or Cmange Juce Toez
CHOICE OF COLD MILX Toax CHOICE OF COLD MILX Toaz CHOICE OF COLONRK
LUNCH CHOICE OF COLD MLK LUNCH CHOICE OF COLD MLK LUNCH
Chviceen Tenders w' ol LUNCH Pepperoni Paxa LUNCH Taco Saind w' hips
O Vepenbie Rice Soup w' Ham o Over Batad Cricken w' Ricd o
LT Hot Ham & Cheeze Ssnawich Or Ronasch
CHOOSE TWO Hoddog w Chill CHOOSE TWO
Lima Sears CHOOSE TWO Oven Sated Poines
Smed Agples Creamed Folzices Esked Beans
Toased Salad Green Geanz Déced Tomees
Omnge Wedpes Colesam Omnge Wedges
CHOICE OF COLD MILX Agpie Wadges Com on Cob
CHOICE OF COLD LK.
Wednesday, February 22 Thursday, February 23 Friday, February 24
2crmble Spgs W Orts Ham Socat w Oamsesl Gefizg Cheese Sanawich
Qr Cr Cr
Cerent Cewsl Cemal
Apple Wedges or Orange Juice Orange Wedpes or Grape Peacres w’ Dicad Appies &
Toest e Eanara or Grepe Jce
CHOICE OF COLD NILK. Toast Toast
LUNCH CHOICE OF COLDNILX CHOICE OF COLD MLX
Creeze Fizs LUNCH H
or Bar-8-0ue Cricken w' Roll Fizh Stcks w Coen Bread
Shoppy Joe or Cr
CHOCSE TWO Hotog w' Chit Macasont & Creese
Qezen Beens CHOO3E TWO CHOO3E TWO
Seaned Com Folzlo Saad Stzamed Carvots
Orange Weages Creen Seans Bsked Bearc
Viedges Jei-Owi Feam Coeziow
CHOICE OF COLD NILK. Orenge Wedgez Peaches w Dioed Apples and
CHOICE OF COLD MLX Siced Senares
Wednecday, February 29
Braifact Fizs Scranble S0 W Onts Chemy Wafin w' Catmes
o O Or
Ceresl Ceres Cemal
Orange Wedges or Appie Juice || || Apple Wedges o Orange Julce Fresr Pinespoie Wedges or
Toazt Toext Grape Julce
CHOICE OF COLD NK CHOICE OF COLD MILX CHOICE OF COLD MLK
LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH
Chicken Sarowic Vepetable West Soup @ "z
o Gefled Chesze Sanduict Or
Sakad Potelo W Meet Chesse O Sub Sanawich
Saece ang Rob Cheezeburger CHOOSETWO
CHOOSE TWO CHOOSE TWO Green Bears
Steamed Sroccol Baead Loples Com on Cob
Seamed Cavols Lima Searms Taozoed Saind
Omnge Wedges Peaches wi Diced Appies Apple Wedges
Lefuce w/ Picke Cadied Cherles CHOICE OF COLD LK
Chips CHOICE OF COLD MILK




