GAY
RRESTS

Patriot

o -V - =
OST EneT 0

Notes from the Principal’s Desk

Volume 5, Issue 2
Oct. 2012

Written Expression to see Increased Focus

Gordon has now completed our first full month of
school. It is really enjoyable getting to know our stu-
dents and new staff members. The Gordon PTA held
our new parent event September 13, 2012. It was
wonderful interacting with our new families. | appre-
ciate the effort of our P.T.A. in organizing the event
and inviting different community services to be avail-
able for parents.

Fort Bragg Schools will not be in session October
5, 2012due to a scheduled Continuous School Im-
provement day. Staff will be learning new strategies
for utilizing Smart Boards in the classroom and for
collecting data as a means for improving student
achievement. Gordon is also focusing on improving
written expression in our curriculum. District Instruc-
tional Support Specialists (ISS) will be presenting
written expression strategies to our staff.

As | observe throughout the school, staff, students,
and parents seem to be in a routine for lunch, arrival,
and dismissal. The routines seem to be working very
well. We do tweak procedures as needed. Rainy day
dismissal is always challenging in a large school and
will naturally take more time as all classrooms are dis-
missing walkers through four doors in the gymnasium.
All parents need to remain behind the cones until the
children are dismissed to you.

I use the One Call Now system to notify parents of
upcoming events or critical information. After send-
ing a One Call now message, our office receives nu-
merous phone calls asking why they received a call

from the school. 1 ask that par-
ents listen to the message before
automatically calling the office.
This will allow my wonderful
secretarial crew to work on other
tasks instead of repeating the in-
formation to at least 50 or more
people. | appreciate your help in
this matter.

Gordon will be holding the
first ever Science Technology
Engineering Art Math (S.T.E.A.M.) Night on 5:30-
7:30 p.m., Tues., October 16. A variety of hands-on
activities designed to encourage an interest in science
and math will be incorporated into the evening by
each grade level and special area teachers. Our math
program will also be on display for parents. If you
get an opportunity, type STEM into your Internet
search browser. There are many districts throughout
the country that are focused on STEM. North Caro-
lina DoDEA Schools added the Art component to our
program. This should be a fun and enjoyable evening
for everyone.

The end of the first reporting period is October 26.
If you have questions about your child’s academics or
behavior before the first report card is sent out, please
contact your child’s teacher.

Thank you again for allowing us to work with your
students!

Joel Grim

Gordon Elementary School/DoDEA MISSION: Educate, Engage, and Empower Each Student to Succeed in a Dynamic World.

Goal 1: By June 2013, all students will improve their reading comprehension skills by utilizing vocabulary, formulating questions,
drawing conclusions, summarizing/retelling, and making predictions. Progress will be measured through the use of system-wide

and local assessments.

Goal 2: By June 2013, all students will improve math skills, with an emphasis on Math Communication and Number/Number
Relations. Progress will be measured through the use of system-wide and local assessments.



Counselors’ Corner

Year begins with emphasis on bully prevention, safe school environment

School counselors Vicki Griffith
and Dr. Mona Hegarty have been pre-
senting a 7-week series of lessons on
the topics of Respect and Bully Pre-
vention. Using DVD's including Bul-
lies are a Pain in the Brain, books
including Have You Filled a Bucket
Today? and games like “Bully Buster
Bingo,” students learn friendship
skills, as well as how to keep them-
selves safe from being bullied and
how to protect themselves and others
if the need arises.

An in-house survey of students is
in progress. Already 100 students
have been surveyed with 93 percent
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Calendar of PTA events:

Tues. Oct. 2

« 8:30 a.m., General Meeting

Thurs. Oct. 4

+« Fall Pictures

PTA News & Events!

stating that they feel safe at
school and that they have
friends. Counselors meet
with students reporting any
discomfort in the areas of
safety or friendships on an
individual basis to explore
reasons and find solutions to
problems.

The counselors can be
contacted by calling Gordon
Elementary School (910)
907-1300.

We are finding Gordon students
to be well behaved and a delight to be
around.
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Click image for video message.
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The PTA has many opportunities for those wish-
ing to help this year. Please fill out a volunteer form
located in the office and join the PTA in making this
year a success.

The membership drive is ongoing. PTA enve-
lopes may be dropped off at the school office.

The PTA has many new events planned for this
year as well as some favorites including McTeachers
night.

Spirit wear is available for purchase. Show your
Gordon Spirit everyday, but wear it on Fridays.Please
feel free to contact any of the board members:

« 5-8 p.m., McTeacher's Night,

Tues. Oct. 16

« 5:30-7:30 p.m., S.T.E.A.M. Night
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President: Becky Bishop

Vice President: Kathleen Vestal
Secretary: Mandy Tevepaugh
Treasurer: Tricia Harm Q
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http://www.dodea.edu/StopBullying/stopbullyingvideo2.cfm

Parents feel free to download a Home Reading
Record, or use the one your child's teacher sends
home. Please return the completed Home Reading
Record to your child's teacher the first school day
of the next month.

September
October

November

December

January

February
March
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by Laura Festa, Home Reading Program coordinator

Home Reading records available for download

Facts about Kids & Reading

#Children who grow up in homes where books are
plentiful go further in school than those who don’t.
Children with low-education families can do as well
as children with high-education families if they have

access to books at home.
(Family scholarly culture and educational success: Books and
schooling in 27 nations)

#+When children are provided with 10 to 20 self-
selected children's books at the end of the regular
school year, as many as 50 percent not only main-

tain their skills, but actually make reading gains.
(Bridging the Summer Reading Gap, by Anne McGill-Franzen and
Richard Allington)

#If a child reads as much as one million words per year, they
will be in top 2% of all children on standardized reading tests.
If a child reads as little as 8000 words per year, they will be in
bottom 2% of all children on standardized reading tests.
Therefore, if you read 3,000 words every day you will be in the
top 2%. If you read 20 words every day, you will be in the bot-
tom 2%.

s« Source: Facts About Kids and Reading,http://www. scho-
lastic.com/readeveryday/pdfs/reading_facts.pdf

Appropriate clothing important for success in PE

To be successful in physical education proper
dress is very important. Pants
that sag or need to be held up
when moving should not be
worn.

If a dress or skirt is worn to physical education,
please make sure either a skort is worn or shorts,
tights, or leggings are worn underneath.

Shoes need to be closed all around

the foot for safety. If thereis a

on days when you have physical education class

* Deb Hogan, PE teacher

strap on the shoe, that strap needs
to be an inch wide so the shoe can-
not come off. Please do not wear
boots, Crocks, sandals, flip-flops, dress shoes, cleats,
toe shoes, water shoes, beach shoes, or plastic shoes



http://www.am.dodea.edu/Bragg/Gordon/homereading/Sep12.pdf
http://www.am.dodea.edu/Bragg/Gordon/homereading/Oct12.pdf
http://www.am.dodea.edu/Bragg/Gordon/homereading/Nov12.pdf
http://www.am.dodea.edu/Bragg/Gordon/homereading/Dec12.pdf
http://www.am.dodea.edu/Bragg/Gordon/homereading/Jan13.pdf
http://www.am.dodea.edu/Bragg/Gordon/homereading/Feb13.pdf
http://www.am.dodea.edu/Bragg/Gordon/homereading/Mar13.pdf
http://www.am.dodea.edu/Bragg/Gordon/homereading/Apr13.pdf
http://www.am.dodea.edu/Bragg/Gordon/homereading/May13.pdf

School Snapshots

September 11, Johnny Appleseed activities
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Families Making the
Connecticn

SCHOOL
LUNCH

WHAT'S COOKING?

Celebrate National School Lunch Week
October 14th-20th, 2012
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