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Top goals: Safety, security, success for all

elcome back! | am very excited about the

2012-2013 school year. The first day was
wonderful with students quickly learning the routines
of our school. Families did an excellent job bringing
identification and working through normal first day
challenges. Once routines are established, teachers
have more time for instruction.

Gordon Elementary held parent grade-level meet-
ings before school started to discuss information that
will help families navigate better through the school
year. The topics came from questions, concerns, and
issues that surfaced throughout the 2011-2012 school
year. Approximately 102 adults attended the meet-
ings. One of my goals is to provide different avenues
to educate our parents on various topics and listen to
feedback. Parent information coffees will be held at
different times this year for this purpose.

You are highly encouraged to review the student/
parent handbook with your child. The electronic ver-
sion of the handbook can be found on the Gordon
website under parent links. This handbook will assist
with your family with answering questions regarding
procedures at Gordon.

Our ultimate goal is to raise student achievement.
However, student safety and security is even more im-
portant than student achievement. Students will par-
ticipate in a number of fire drills, lockdowns, shelter
in place, and severe weather drills. Drills help both
students and staff react quickly and correctly to vari-
ous situations.

| want to encourage you to
use the chain of command when
solving problems. The majority
of problems can be solved at the
lowest level. Although | am
available and will assist, please
go directly to the source to solve
the issue. Talking directly with
the source typically results in
the problem being solved in a
timely manner.

We are always looking for
volunteers. It is our hope to place volunteers in a role
they will feel comfortable serving in. Volunteers cer-
tainly enrich the lives of our school in so many ways.
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the
school office. One great place to volunteer is the
through the P.T.A. Gordon has a fabulous P.T.A. that
does so much for children. They are able to provide
activities based on the number of volunteers available
to help. The front office has contact information for
the P.T.A. Please consider getting involved.

Children grow up so very quickly. | miss reading
with my children at night. We had some great adven-
tures reading before bed. Books in my house were
read in different rooms of the house and even outside
with a flashlight. | want to encourage you to read
nightly with your children so they are excited about
literacy.

Joel Grim

Gordon Elementary School/DoDEA Mission: To provide an exemplary education that inspires and prepares all DoDEA students for

success in a dynamic, global environment.

Goal 1: By June 2013, all students will improve their reading comprehension skills by utilizing vocabulary, formulating questions,
drawing conclusions, summarizing/retelling, and making predictions. Progress will be measured through the use of system-wide

and local assessments.

Goal 2: By June 2013, all students will improve math skills, with an emphasis on Math Communication and Number/Number Rela-
tions. Progress will be measured through the use of system-wide and local assessments.




Start the school year with great home reading habits

arents, encourage Facts About Reading

your children to par-
ticipate in Gordon’s Home Reading
Program this school year! Begin-
ning Sept. 1, have your child spend
time every evening at home being

If a child reads as much as one million
words per year, they will be in top 2 percent
of all children on standardized reading tests.

If a child reads as little as 8,000 words per

read to or reading independently. year, they will be in bottom 2 percent of all

Record the reading material on the Home Reading Re- children on standardized reading tests.

cord sent home by your child’s teacher. Turn the re-

cord in by the due date. Your child will receive fun Therefore, if you read 3,000 words every

incentives for participation and will develop a life- day you will be in the top 2 percent. If you
long love of reading. only read 20 words every day, you will be in

the bottom 2 percent. (Source:

For more information, speak www.scholastic.com/readeveryday)

with your child’s teacher or call
Ms. Festa, Home Reading Pro-
gram coordinator, at (910) 907-
1300.

Students who read widely and frequently
are higher achievers than students who
read rarely and narrowly. (Source: Scholas-
tic: Classroom Libraries Work!)

* by Laura Festa, Home Reading Program coordinator

Guidelines for a funtastic year in physical education

A comprehensive physical perceptual motor skills, rhythms, Crocs, sandals, flip-flops, dress
education program is provided for  recreational and sport skills. shoes, cleats, toe shoes, water
grades K-4. The purpose of PE is to To be successful in meeting shoes, beach shoes, or plastic shoes
provide appropriate instruction for  these goals proper dress for to PE.
building a healthy body, mind, and physical education is very Earrings should be
character for each student. The goal important. carefully selected on PE . o
is achieved through a skill-based Pants that sag or need g =2 days. If earrings are
instruction program that to be held up require a 77\ worn posts would be
encompasses personal fitness skills, belt. If a dress or skirt is | best; please no dangling earrings or

worn, please make sure hoops larger than one half inch.
@ that shorts, tights, or leggings are  Students to be excused from PE due
v worn underneath. to an illness or injury need a
For safety reasons, shoes need  doctor's note. Students who
to completely soe© ® medically cannot participate will

—

still need to come to class to watch
and learn.
* by Deb Hogan, PE teacher

cover the foot.

Students should
“~2— ot wear boots,
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PTA News and Events!

Tues., Sept. 4 General membership meeting at 4 p.m.
» All parents and teachers are welcome to attend. We can’t wait to meet you!
Thurs., Sept.13 New family Q and A!

« New families to the area please come join us for information about the school, staff, activi-
ties and surrounding areas. A light dinner will be provided for you.

» Representatives from local dentist, CYS, Gordon teachers
and staff plus many more!!

Fri., Sept. 14 Fun Friday Begins!!
« Parents, items for Fun Friday are only $.50!

Upcoming Events!

Thurs., Oct. 4
« Picture day

=  McTeacher night at McDonald’s across from Linden Oaks!

You are encouraged to join the PTA . See any PTA officer with questions on how to join.

= by Becky Bishop, PTA president

Nurse’s Notes

Parents please remember the following:

e "

Deadline for immunizations is Sept. 24
« Please always have up to date phone numbers on file

« If your child needs medications at school, please
1 come by and pick up medication forms.

‘ + Please feel free to call me with any concerns this
! year.

Stay Healthy,

Nurse T

# By Theresa Buhrman, RN, school nurse




Gordon focused on continuous school improvement

he school improvement process is

evident when you walk in Gordon
Elementary. Last school year we went through a post
accreditation review. This involved an internal staff
from the North Carolina District coming in to evaluate
our performance as a school since the February 2011
accreditation review. The team completed its visit
May 3, 2012. Prior to leaving, the team briefed with
the Continuous School Improvement team and
administration staff.

Gordon ES was evaluated on last year’s Required
Actions and the steps the school has taken to improve
them. The Required Actions were to:

Analyze existing data at a greater depth to identify
possible subgroups of students and differentiated
learning opportunities to promote student
achievement.

Build and expand upon the existing foundation of
a warm, welcoming environment to help support and
engage parents who seem to be disengaged from the
school and its activities.

As the school continues work towards the
completion of the required actions we were asked to
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consider the following recommendations:

Define multiple ways data can be disaggregated
and how the subgroups can be targeted.

Design ways to systematically help students
articulate their individual data, and how this impacts
student learning; share student progress throughout the
year with parents (beyond report cards and
conferences).

Select/create a protocol for looking at student
work and student data during collaboration meetings
to design differentiated learning opportunities and
extend the first required action.

Develop ways to continue the momentum as the
school grows for SY 2012-2013.

The CSI team is always willing to hear your
suggestions on ways to make Gordon more engaging
and supporting for you. We service your children
with pride each and every day, but that is only part of
our job. As a military community we want to be united
for the children. Please provide suggestions to make
Gordon more engaging and supporting for you, the
parent to Brianne.Bruscino@am.dodea.edu.

Thanks for all you do to support your children in

their education!
# by Brianne Bruscino, CSI Chair

comprehension
Improvement

improve math skills


mailto:Brianne.Bruscino@am.dodea.edu

Gordon’s August flag team.




Families Making
the Cocnnecticn

Liven Up Meals with Fruits and Veggies
Look no further than #uits and vaggies 10
liven up your megis! They are low I calories
and fat but power-packad with nuTients. They
als0 204 coloe, fiavor and texture. Try these
fan ways 10 liven up your piass

Grill ‘om. Try mushiiooms, SQUash, pegpers
of potatoes on 3 Kabob skewer. Peaches.

pineappie and mangos are aka great grilea

Mix ‘em in. Famiy cassercie dihes can get
2 avor Doost In #avoe from veggies. Try
saulbed onions, peas, pinto deans o
MRS, M veggies into omesets Tred
and true vorites e MUSHIOOMS, SPNICA
and bet peppers

Try fasan, AGC ex¥a veggies © pasta
aishes. BOosL 1OMIID S3UCE WD Peppers
IpINACA, red DeaNs, Onioms o cherry
0M0es, The veggies wit g textum ang
0115l YOur hunger with dewer calones

$pin on salad. Toss I Sreoded carrats,
sUawbernies, Spinach, sweet peas, oranges
of Diusbernes—more favor, more fun!

Stack of 1ol Whemer SICKed I 3 sanowich
or rolied in 3 wrap, veggies make great
29d-ns. TRINK 10MA0ES, IBTIUCE OF JVOCI00

Blend and baks. Frutt bags 1o De Dienosd
inio Smoothies of int damers for bakea
Q000s. Bananas, SYawbemes of Dluedemes
are 3 great place 1 stan. Then, gat creative!

September

*  Fruts 8 Vegges—ore Mansrs™ Month
=  Dener Breakfast Month
= Whoie Grains Month

Fit Fcundations
Sweet Potato Blueberry Oat Squares

Makes 6 servings

Serving size 1 square

Ingredients

112 cup canned, mashad sweel potat

1 1/2 12aspoon lemon juice

34 cup fat Fee mik

2 Wdespoons ol

112 2235p00A + 213 EIEHOON CNNAMON

2 abiespoons « 172 12a5poon brown sugar

213 cup whole wheat flour

2 13Dietpoons unbleachea four

1 23 1833p0O0Nns Baking powder

178 Waspoon saf

304 cup quick oats

173 Cup FOTeN, UEweelhed Dusdernes

Directions

1. Bienc sweel potato, lemon juice, mik ang ol
0 arge mxing bow,

2. In 3 separate smal bowl, mix 213 Waspoon

GNAIMON and 1/2 WASPOON DIOwN Sugar. Set

asice.

3. In 3 thirg Dowt, mix fowrs, remamning
GANIMON aNG 5Ug0r, DIKING POWsET, 531
ang oats,

&, Slyaty Comane dry QeSS N0 wel
ngredients Utk tharcughly mixed,

5. Fold in bluebemies

6. Lightly Spray 3 DaKing Shaet with nonstick
Spray. Pour baner onlo shest.

7. Sprnive Me batter with the Sugar-cinnamon
mocure.

8. Bake at 350 F for about 25 minutes or unti
ightly trowned.
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Menus for
September 2012

e
£ esht Prm B Yogurt w/ Orencle
o o
Covent Ceresl
Crrge ‘Wedges o Oope Agpesauce of ie
e Toastw (1) Jely
Tomt w' 1) Jely Croke of M
e of Wi AUNCH
LUNCR Pl
Owen Baeme Craaes w/ B2t Or
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Jeen Noaves Baned hppies
Pt Bene: Srmades Letce w Oced
Coesoe Tomakes
Red o0 W Med Fast Feesh Ornge Wedpes
CWOICE OF COLD LK CHOICE OF QOLD MiLx,
Sresrax Bager B Soentle Eggy w Gex
Or o
Cemsl Cereal
Omage Weages or Juce Applesauce or Juce
Toaxtw (1) ety Tomst w (1) Jelty
Chowe of Wil Chowse ot Wts
LUNCH LUNCH
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Cr o
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Prepare and 3t more MEIS 31 NOME.
Tame Me de.

Croose I move more every day
RIQRE-522 yOur Porions.
Fe-TinK your ek
Enjoy more Fuils 3nd vegetaties.
Sraastiesd your Baby

By promoting GoOG mutiition in e PISCES Whefe aur chidren eat — atme:m i
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