
As you can see, we have a new way to 

communicate with you!  The plan is to 

send home the Black Hawk Buzz at the 

beginning of the month with information 

for the coming month.  If there is some-

thing urgent that needs to be communi-

cated in between newsletters, I will ei-

ther send a direct email or make a One-

Call.   

Reminder:  The drop off and pick up 

zone is the circular drive at the end of 

the building.  Please do not drop your 

child in the front parking lot—it is a 

safety issue. 

Thanks to all of you who have supported 

the PTA in their fund-raising.  

McTeacher Night at McDonalds and the 

Black Hawk Market were great suc-

cesses!  The PTA is doing an awesome 

job supporting SMS!  Thanks for your 
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CSI Information 

Cornell Notes 

SMS teachers decided to 

adopt the Cornell note- 

taking method to address 

both Goals 1 and 2 of our 

Continuous School Im-

provement Plan.  Using 

Cornell Notes is a way to 

helps students organize 

their thoughts and develop 

higher level thinking and 

questioning skills.  Teach-

ers have received training 

on the process and have 

begun to implement using 

Cornell notes  in their 

classrooms.  Ask your 

student to show you their 

Cornell notes!    
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DoDEA Mission 

"Educate, Engage, and 
Empower each student to 
succeed in a dynamic world"  

Shughart Purpose 

Shughart Middle School: A 
community that inspires, 
empowers, and challenges 
learners.  

 

School Goals 

Goal 1: By June 2015, all stu-
dents will increase their ability 

to analyze text, which is draw-
ing conclusions, inferring rela-
tionships, and identifying theme 
and story elements.  Progress 

will be measured by the selected 
system-wide and local assess-

ments. 

Goal 2: By June 2015, all stu-

dents will be able to increase 
math communication, which is 
modeling and describing ideas 
through verbal, written, and/or 

graphical representations.  Pro-
gress will be measured by the 
selected system-wide and local 

assessments.  

Click the link to  visit the 

AdvancED website. 

Parent volunteers are 

needed to help with 

the Continuous School 

Improvement process!  

For more information, 

please email Angeli-

que.joyner@am.dodea.edu 

Click the Black Hawk 

to visit our school 

website. 

hard work, ladies!   

If you ever have any concerns, please let 

an administrator know.  If we don’t know 

about problems, we can’t search for solu-

tions! 

The entire staff of Shughart Middle School 

wishes you and your family a Happy Holi-

days.  Be safe, enjoy time with friends and 

family, and have fun!  See you in January! 

Mary Leinard 

                                                 Principal 

mary.leinard@am.dodea.edu 

 

 

http://www.am.dodea.edu/bragg/shughart_ms/index.htm
http://www.advanc-ed.org/


Information for Parents of Rising 9th Graders 

The registration process for Overhills High School will take place much earlier this 

year than last.  Our 8th graders will tour OHS on Feb. 5 during the school day.  

That evening the counselors from OHS will conduct an informational parent meet-

ing at Shughart to let parents know about OHS courses and the registration proc-

ess.  During the week of March 5, 8th graders will complete course requests.  By 

beginning earlier, OHS will have more time to prepare for staffing and program-

ming needs. 

Getting to School on Time 

Set the alarm to allow plenty of time to get ready in the morning 

Load backpacks and pack lunches the night before 

Leave your house a couple of minutes early—remember traffic delay is not an 

excused tardy! 

Counselors’ Corner 
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Calendar of  

Events 

Dec. & Jan Events 

Dec. 1  Black Hawk Market 9:00-1:00 

Dec. 6  Interim Rptg. Period – Pro-

gress Reports 

Dec. 13 Music Concert 5:00-6:15 

p.m. in Gym 

Dec. 14  Jeans Day ($1 or 20 Box-

tops) 

Dec. 18  Basketball SMS vs. East Lee 

home 

Dec. 19  Jan. 1 Winter Break – No 

School  

Jan. 3     Basketball SMS vs. CEMS 

away 

Jan. 4     STUCO Jeans Day 

Jan. 7    Basketball SMS vs. East Lee 

away 

Jan. 10  Basketball SMS vs. Overhills 

away 

Jan. 17  Basketball SMS vs. Harnett 

home 

Jan. 17  PTA Jeans Day 

Jan. 18 CSI Inservice for teachers 

Jan. 24  Basketball SMS vs. San Lee 

away 

Jan. 28  Basketball SMS vs. Dunn 

home 

Jan. 31  Basketball SMS vs. Overhills 

home 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

Black 

Hawk Mar-

ket 9-1 

2 3 4 5 6 

Progress 

Reports 

7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 

Music Con-

cert 5-6:15 

14 

Jeans Day 

15 

16 17 18  Home 

Basketball 

SMS v. ELMS 

19 

 

20 21 22 

23/30 24/31 25 26 27 28 29 

December 2012 



It is with great pleasure that we 

are able to work together this 

school year. There are so many 

new opportunities for learning that 

sixth grade has to offer. As you 

may already know, middle school 

brings about a higher level of 

students’ responsibilities. There-

fore, it is imperative that through-

out this school year, we continue 

to operate as a team to assure 

success for your child.    Also, I 

encourage parents to communi-

cate concerns by using the 

agenda or email. In addition, 

please note that you are always 

welcome to visit our classes at 

any time after making your pres-

ence known in the front office. If 

the need arises to have a confer-

ence concerning your child, feel 

free to schedule an appointment 

with the team. 

Once again, we are truly looking 

forward to a great year, but your 

input is needed to contribute to 

our success.  

Your partners in education, 

The 6th Grade Team 

son.  Topics include History 

of the Carol, Learn a Song 

in Another Language,  and 

Lifestyles of Children in the 

Past.  The best part is their 

fellow students are the 

teachers as they move from 

room to room participating 

in this exciting learning 

experience. 

Holiday Hallway Fun 

 

On December 18, SMS 

eighth graders will enjoy a 

day of fun activities to-

gether by their peers.  The 

activities will be an oppor-

tunity to learn something 

that is very interesting and 

related to the holiday sea-

6th Grade News 

8th Grade News 

jects are due Dec. 14.  So-

cial studies students in Ms. 

Smith’s class have projects 

due Dec. 12. 

Seventh graders are hard 

at work compiling their 

data notebooks.  This is 

part of our CSI process 

where students organize 

data about themselves and 

use that data to set goals 

for themselves.  

 

 

7th Grade News 

It has been great getting 

to know our terrific 7th 

graders!    Now that we are 

well into the 2nd quarter, 

it is time to replenish 

school supplies.  Students 

are in need of paper, pen-

cils, and some binders need 

to be replaced.  

This is a reminder that 

science students’ cell pro-
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Have you hugged 

your kid today? 

 

 

  



The holidays are a very busy 

time of year.  However, they 

can also be a dangerous time of 

year due to Christmas tree 

fires.  According to the National 

Fire Protection Association, the 

US has an average of 240 

Christmas tree fires annually 

that require a response by local 

fire departments (average 

taken between years 2005-

2009.)  Stay safe this holiday 

season and follow these impor-

tant tips for Christmas tree 

safety. 

Buy freshly cut trees that 

are green and ensure the 

trunk is sticky; this shows 

that the tree was recently 

cut 

Keep your tree away from 

heat sources (such as 

heater vents) 

Keep a fire extinguisher 

near your tree, just in case 

Ko not leave the tree lights 

on when you are away 

from home or sleeping 

Check all light strands 

before putting them on 

the tree 

Never connect more than 

3 strands of lights 

Do not overload electrical 

outlets 

Do not use lit candles on 

your tree 

Get rid of your tree as 

soon as possible after 

Christmas 

The Nurse’s department wishes 

you a safe, happy, and healthy 

Ka’don Harvin 

Brandon Leasure 

Brandon C. Adams 

Kyrese Benjamin 

Alissa Bowen 

Anastasia Burroughs 

Emani Coleman 

Jasmean Cox 

Kya Crocker 

Kelsey Dwenger 

Congratulations to our Boys and 

Girls Basketball Teams!  Please 

see the calendar for game times. 

Christian Jones 

Jesus Gutierrez 

Da’quan Reynolds 

Jamie Amos 

Javier Pedros 

Deshawn Nelson 

Omar Jones 

Daniel Toribio 

Trinity Hall 

Imani Hargrove 

Myeasha Hililard 

Chelsea Johnson 

Ricaria Miller 

Amari Powell 

Ilirijana Prince-Falo 

Phenecia Smora 

Kelsie White 

Nurse’s Corner 

Sports Corner  

rection of teaching and 

learning.  Teachers are mo-

tivated to use Engineering 

Design Challenges so that 

their students are fully en-

gaged.  In our middle school, 

we intend to use newly pur-

chased equipment that pro-

motes project-based learn-

ing across the curriculum.  

Students should look for-

ward to working on STEAM 

activities during classroom 

instruction as well as 

STEAM week coming at the 

end of April.  We will keep 

you updated with the fasci-

nating activities created 

throughout the year. 

STEAMing Along 

This year at Shughart MS, 

we have moved forward 

with the STEAM initiative.  

Our focus is to promote 

21st Century skills by en-

couraging our students to 

ask questions, explore pos-

sibilities, and come up with 

new solutions to problems.  

We have changed the di-
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“Education is 

not the filling of 

a pail, but the 

lighting of a 

fire.” 
William Butler Yeats 



Keeping Track of Your Stu-
dent’s Grades!!! 

If you haven’t activated  your  
MyData Access account yet, 
please come to the Main Office 
and fill out the paperwork to 
receive your password from 
DoDEA HQ. 

If you are having trouble access-
ing MyData, please check your 
spam and trash folders and 
make sure your password wasn’t 
sent to either.   If not, then 
please send in a password reset 
request by following the instruc-
tions of the “Forgot my pass-

word—how to reset” at the bot-
tom of the MyData page  http://
www.dodea.edu/mydata/ 

We urge you to sign up for ac-
cess—this is a fantastic way to 
eliminate any excuses, remove 
all doubt, and stay current with 
your child’s progress.   

Just as a reminder, teachers do 
have one week to enter grades, 
so please know that a grade may 
not have been updated when 
you check.  If you have ques-
tions, please feel free to contact 
the teacher at      
Firstname.lastname@am.dodea.e

 

 

 

dence in learning math.  

More importantly, parents 

need to realize that literacy in 

mathematics or being numer-

ate is equally as important as 

reading literacy.   The math 

classroom today looks very 

different from the classrooms 

that parents experienced.  

The way we taught students 

in the past simply will not 

prepare them for the higher 

demands of college and ca-

reers today and in the future.  

A growing body of research 

supports the conclusion that 

parents’ attitudes toward 

mathematics can impact their 

childs success in mathemat-

ics.  Adults frequently make 

comments such as “I am not 

good at math” or “I don’t like 

math.”  Parents are a child’s 

first role model.  It is impor-

tant for parents to realize that 

how they feel and talk about 

math can influence their 

child’s thinking and confi-

It is necessary for parents to 

understand that what’s im-

portant for students to be 

able to know and do in 

mathematics is dynamic and 

changing in response to the 

21st century world.  It’s a 

whole new world of math 

since we were in school!  We 

expect that ALL students can 

be successful in mathemat-

ics! 

Extra, Extra! Read our extra announcements! 

Math Success Begins at Home 

by a teacher, or you can 

refer your child to attend.   

Game Club is Tuesday 

and Thursday rom 3:15 –

4:15in room M306. 

HelpDesk for Kids is 

offered every Tuesday 

after school and some 

Thursdays. 

NJHS is on Thursday 

after school. 

Pendragons Literary 

Magazine meets on 

Mondays after school. 

National History Day 

Club meets on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays after 

school in Room M518. 

 

 

Activities and Club News 

Math and science tu-

toring is offered on Tues-

days and Thursdays from 

3:20-4:05 in room M517. 

ELA and Social Stud-

ies tutoring is offered on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 

from 3:20-4:05 in room 

M513. 

Both programs are avail-

able to all students.  They 

may self-refer, be referred 
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“Remember that happi-
ness is a way of travel—

not a destination.” 

Roy M. Goodman 


	undefined: 
	undefined_2: 


