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Spanish is the official language of Spain. It is also the official language of most Latin American
countries and of Puerto Rico. Hispanics comprise 20 percent of the current United States
population. Most Hispanics living in the United States are bilingual, speaking both Spanish and
English.  Florida and the southwestern United States have large Hispanic populations, as well as
other  major U. S.  cities such as Chicago and New York.  More than 400 million people
worldwide speak Spanish. The following countries claim Spanish as their official language:

Nicaragua Argentina

Costa Rica Guatemala

Venezuela Puerto Rico

Mexico Panama

El Salvador Honduras

Ecuador Spain

Uruguay Paraguay

Cuba Chile

Peru The Dominican Republic

Colombia Bolivia

Equatorial Guinea  

These 21 Spanish-speaking countries of the world are found in North America, Central America,
South America, Europe, Africa, and the Caribbean.  In addition to these countries where Spanish
is the official language, there are many other countries in the world where Spanish is spoken as a
second language by much of the population. Spanish is widely spoken as a second language in the
United States by both Hispanics and non-Hispanics.
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