Accent marks have three functions.  One of the functions is breaking the stress rule.

Stresses
Rule # 1:  If a word ends in a vowel, n or s the stress of the word goes on the second to the last syllable.

Example:  pa – ya – so, or – den, lar – go, cla – se, jo – ven

Rule # 2:  If a word ends in a consonant other than n or s, then the stress of the word goes on the last syllable.

Example: ta – piz, ciu – dad, pro – fe – sor, pa – pel, re – loj

Rule # 3:  If a word does not follow rule # 1 or rule # 2, then that word will carry an accent to show that it has broken the rule.

Example: 

ar – tí – cu – lo (stress should be on the underlined syllable, but it 

isn’t so it broke rule # 1 and it has an accent)

ca – tó – li – co (stress should be on the underlined syllable, but it 

    isn’t so it broke rule # 1 and it has an accent)

dé – bil (stress should be on the underlined syllable, but it isn’t so it 

     broke rule # 2 and it has an accent)

A second use of the accent is to break a diphthong.

Diphthongs are formed by combining a strong vowel (a, e, o) with a weak vowel (i, u) or two weak vowels in a single syllable. 

Example:

hacia


junio
seis


meido
If a strong and weak vowel appear together but do not form a syllable, the weak vowel carries a written accent to break the diphthong.

Example: maíz, día, había, río
A third use of the accent is to distinguish the function of words.

Homonyms:  

	Unaccented Word 
	Function (Eng) 
	Accented Word 
	Function (Eng) 

	aun 
	even (conjunction) 
	aún 
	yet (adverb)  


	de 
	of (preposition) 
	dé 
	subjunctive form 
of dar- to give  


	el 
	the (article) 
	él 
	he (pronoun)  


	si 
	if (conjunction) 
	sí 
	yes (interjection)
  

	te 
	you (pronoun) 
	té 
	tea (noun)  


	tu 
	your (possessive pronoun) 
	tú 
	you (personal pronoun)  


	mi 
	my (possessive pronoun) 
	mí 
	me (direct object) 

	mas 
	but (conjunction used in old Spanish) 
	más 
	more (adverb) 


  

Change of functions of pronouns
Example:

este (adjective meaning “this”) ex: Este libro.  
éste (pronoun meaning “this one”) ex: No quiero ese libro, quiero éste.
que (relative pronoun) meaning that ex: el libro que veo en la mesa.

¿qué? (Interrogative pronoun) meaning “what?” ¿Qué quieres?
como (relative pronoun) meaning “as” ex: Tan grande como un elefante.
¿cómo? (interrogative pronoun) meaning “how”  ex: ¿Cómo estás?

