 I.  Judaism – religion of the Jewish people (Hebrews) or THE CHOSEN PEOPLE


A.  founded by Abraham @ 2,000 BC


B.  concept of Monotheism – 1 God


     1.  Yahweh – originally a mountain/storm/war God


     2.  evolves into “Jehovah”


C.  Abraham led Hebrews out of Mesopotamia to Canaan and then Egypt


D.  Abraham to Isaac to Jacob (renamed “Israel”, so descendents are known


      As Israelites) next will be Joseph


E.  Egyptian Captivity – 1,500 BC


      1. Moses led Hebrews out of Egypt


      2.  Moses received 10 Commandments on Mt. Sinai (Mosaic Law)


      3.  Hebrews claim Canaan as their “Promised Land”


F.  ETHICAL MONOTHEISM – belief that God judges your life, your choice of 


     good over evil – your behavior (Ethics) determines your status after death


G.  Torah – 1st five books of the Old Testament


H.  King David makes Jerusalem the capital, places Ark of the Covenant inside 

      the temple


I.  Tribes in JUDAH gave us the name “Jews” and religion name Judaism


J.  Babylonian Captivity – religion preserves the Jewish culture (586 BC)


K.  THE DIASPORA  - Romans conquer Israel, try to force Jews to worship 

      Caesar, 70-132 AD


      1.  Jews rebel

                  2.  Temple destroyed, Jews killed if they go to Jerusalem


      3.  Jews dispersed around the world; only their faith preserves them as a 
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distinct people/culture over the centuries

Jewish Objects, Symbols, and Vocabulary

Mezuzah – attached to the right side of the door post;   

contains the SHEMA – last words of Moses
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Menorah  seven branched candlestick used to 
celebrate Chanukah – “The Miracle of Lights”   
Kippah – small round cap worn by Jewish men – signifies that humans are beneath and [image: image3.png]


dependent on God

Shofar – ram’s horn blown during synagogue service and as a call for penitence

Star of David – six pointed star is the symbol of the Jewish religion – represents eternal [image: image4.png]


light

Rosh Hashana – New Year’s celebration.  It is the year 5,765 on the Jewish calendar.

Pesach – Passover – commemorates the Exodus from Egypt.

Yom Kippur – Day of Atonement

Bar Mitzvah and Bat Mitzvah – coming of age ceremony for Jewish boys and girls (age 13)

Rabbi – spiritual leader of a Jewish community – teacher

Kosher – dietary restrictions observed by Jews (no pork or shellfish, don’t mix meat and

Dairy products)

Sabbath – Jewish holy day – begins at sunset on Friday and ends at sunset on Saturday

Torah – 1st five books of the Bible or Old Testament; Jewish holy book



Talmud – collection of Jewish law

Western (Wailing) Wall – all that is left of Solomon’s temple

Reform Judaism – adapts Jewish law and customs to integrate with the modern world

Orthodox Judaism – strictly observe Jewish law and traditions

Conservative Judaism – between the two above extremes
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