9th Grade

 Honors World History
Observational Writing Sample
Writing Situation:
The students in your class have had an informal discussion about places they have been, trips they have taken, and different kinds of transportation they have used. The conversation has turned to places involved with travel such as airports, train stations, bus stations, and rest stops on highways. Knowing that travel correlates with the geographic theme of movement, your teacher has asked each of you to describe one place (another geographic theme) in detail, so you can all share your observations.

Directions for Writing:

Describe a place connected with travel such as an airport, a train or bus station, or a rest stop on a highway. Include as much detail as you can that you have observed, such as what the place looks like (physical characteristics), what people are doing (human characteristics), what sounds you hear, and so forth. Remember that as an observer you experience the place first hand; your job is to make it come alive for your readers. This writing assignment will be five paragraphs in length and is due on Tuesday, August 19th. 
Writing Rubric
5 = Accomplished Writing
-Focused on topic
-Logical progression of ideas
-Sentence structure varied
-Mature understanding of writing conventions
-Specific details
4 = Proficient Writing
-Focused on topic and includes few, if any, loosely related ideas
-Transitional devices strengthen organization
-Occasional errors; word choice is adequate
-Commonplace understanding of writing conventions
-Some specific details; support is loosely developed

3 = Basic Writing
-Focused but may contain ideas that are loosely connected to the topic
-Lacks logical progression of ideas
-General conventions are used
-Partial, limited understanding of writing conventions
-Development of support is uneven
2 = Limited Writing
-Addresses topic but may lose focus by including loosely related topics
-Includes a beginning, middle, and end, but these elements may be brief
-Errors in basic conventions, but common words are spelled correctly
-Definite misunderstanding of writing conventions
-Development of support is erratic and nonspecific

1 = Poor Writing
-Addresses topic but may focus by including loosely related ideas
-Has an organizational pattern but may lack completeness or closure
-Frequent and blatant errors in basic conventions; commonly used words may be misspelled
-Obvious misunderstanding of writing conventions
-Little if any development of the supporting ideas; support may consist of generalizations or fragmentary lists
