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    Macdonald Intermediate School
128 McCracken Street
Building 7729
Fort Knox, KY 40121-6810
Phone: (502) 624-5650
Fax: (502) 624-2108
        This agenda book belongs to:
        Homeroom Teacher: 
    Agenda Book Certification Statement
          As members of the Macdonald School community, we have received a copy of the 
          2008-2009 Agenda Book containing the Dress Code and Uniform Code of Student 
          Conduct and we are aware of the responsibility to read its contents.  It is also our 
          responsibility to gain a working knowledge of the policies outlined in the Agenda 
          Book. We are also aware of our rights to question the school principal concerning
          any policy within this handbook that we do not understand.
          Date
           Signature of Student
          Date
           Signature of Sponsor
          Date
           Signature of Sponsor’s Spouse
"Where Mustangs Become Thoroughbreds"
MACDONALD INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL
MUSTANGS
Superintendent’s Office
624-5152
Mr. Todd Curkendall, Community Superintendent
Macdonald Intermediate School
624-5650
Dr. Youlanda Washington, Principal
Mrs. Gayle Shafer, Secretary
Mrs. Nancy Russo, Clerk
Ms. Mandy Andrews, School Support Assistant 
Counselor’s Office
624-5547
624-5650
Macdonald School Library
Nurse’s Office
624-5547
FORT KNOX COMMUNITY SCHOOLS CALENDAR 2008-2009
FIRST TERM
30-31 July & 1 Aug
Teachers Arrive-Professional Development
  1 August
“Meet & Greet”
  4 August
First Day for Students
  4 August
First Day of First Quarter
29 August
Professional Development Day (School Closed)
  1 September
Labor Day (School Closed)
  2 October
Last Day of First Grading Period
  3 October
SIP/Report Card Completion (School Closed)
  6-10 October
Fall Break
SECOND TERM
Columbus Day (School Closed)
13 October
14 October
Students and Teachers Return from Fall Break
14 October
First Day of Second Quarter
11 November
Veterans’ Day (School Closed)
26 November
No School
27 November
Thanksgiving Day (School Closed)
28 November
No School
18 December
Last Day of Second Grading Period/End of First Semester
19 December
Teachers’ Work Day/ Report Card Completion (School Closed)
22 Dec-2 Jan
Winter Break
THIRD TERM
  5 January
Students and Teachers Return from Winter Break
  5 January
First Day of Third Quarter
19 January
Martin Luther King Jr. Day (School Closed)
13 February
Professional Development Day (School Closed)
16 February
Presidents’ Day (School Closed)
12 March
Last Day of Third Grading Period
13 March
Teachers’ Work Day/Report Card Completion Day
FOURTH TERM
16 March
First Day of Fourth Quarter
30 March-3 April
Spring Break
  6 April
Students and Teachers Return from Spring Break
  1 May
No School
25 May
Memorial Day (School Closed)
29 May
Last Day for Students/End of Second Semester
  1 June 
SIP/Report Card Completion (School Closed)
  2 June   
Teacher Work Day
2 - 8 June will be used to makeup any school days missed as a result of inclement weather or calamity.
Mrs. Sherry Fast, School Nurse
Ms. Wanda Orr, Media Specialist
Ms. Pamela Harris, Counselor
 DoDEA VISION
Communities Investing in Success
DoDEA MISSION STATEMENT
The Department of Defense Education Activity provides, in military communities worldwide, exemplary educational programs that inspire and prepare all students for success in a global environment.
DoDEA GUIDING PRINCIPLES
Student achievement…a shared responsibility
Trust and respect for other's rights
Unlimited opportunities to reach high expectations
Dedication to lifelong learning
Equal access to a quality education based on standards
New and motivating challenges to inspire excellence
Total accountability with teamwork
Success for all...students first!
DoDEA GOALS
Goal 1 and Outcomes: Highest Student Achievement
All students will meet or exceed challenging standards in academic content and special area programs so that they are 
prepared for continuous learning and productive citizenship.
Goal 2 and Outcomes: Performance-Driven, Efficient Management Systems
DoDEA will use a performance driven management system that operates in a timely, efficient and equitable manner, places resource allocation and decision-making at the lowest operational level, and facilitates a safe environment 
conducive to optimum student achievement.
Goal 3 and Outcomes: Motivated, High Performing, Diverse Workforce
The DoDEA workforce will be motivated, diverse, and committed to continuous professional growth and development 
resulting in exemplary performance and optimum student achievement.
Goal 4 and Outcomes: Network of Partnerships Promoting Achievement
Every level of DoDEA will develop, promote, and maintain a network of partnerships to enhance optimum student achievement.
SCHOOL VISION
Our school is a culturally rich community which empowers students to become productive, 
socially-conscious problem solvers with the ability to compete in a global, technological society
 
 
SCHOOL MISSION
To develop and maintain a child oriented, nurturing, safe environment conducive to learning.
for ALL Students!
MACDONALD SCHOOL GENERAL INFORMATION
OFFICE HOURS
M, T, W, Th, F
7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
STUDENT HOURS
M, T, Th, F
8:30 a.m. - 3:15 p.m.
W
8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Arrival before 8:10 is discouraged. Students that eat breakfast at school may arrive at 8:00 a.m. Extra-curricular and support activities are held before and after school Monday through Friday on an individual basis. Only students who need to re-take a test, participate in a special club or activity, or eat breakfast may arrive at school prior to 8:10 a.m.
VISITORS 
For the safety and security of the students and in accordance with school district policy and state law, all visitors must sign in at the front office and receive a “Visitor’s Pass.”  Students may not bring friends or relatives to visit their class with them.
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
Daily Attendance: Students are expected to attend school regularly.  In the event it is necessary for a child to miss school, please call the school (624-5650) between 7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.  You may also call 624-3580 and leave a message on the answering machine. If a child is absent, and we have not received a call, our attendance clerk will first call your home and, if no answer, then she will call the duty number of the military sponsor.  These calls are made for the safety and security of the children.  Absences are considered excused in the case of illness, doctor's appointments, official leave of parents, and serious illness or death of a family member. Absences for other reasons must have the prior approval of the principal and are made on an individual basis. We do not charge our students with absence if they are absent less than 3 hours because they have a medical or dental appointment. 
However, written documentation of the appointment must be provided. When a student has accumulated ten absences, each succeeding absence will be classified as unexcused unless a doctor's statement is presented to the principal upon the student's return to school.  Excessive absenteeism is reported to the Central Office.  In these cases the sponsoring unit commander and Army Community Services may be contacted.
Children must report to their homerooms before 8:30 a.m., or they will be considered tardy.  If a child is tardy, he or she should report to the front office.
OPENING EXERCISES 
In accordance with our district's policy and state law, the school day begins with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  According to board policy, parents or guardians who wish their child to refrain from this exercise for religious reasons must file a written statement with the principal.
SCHOOL EMERGENCIES & CLOSINGS
Should there be an emergency during the school day (such as severe weather) requiring the school to close, we will send the children home according to the instructions each parent has given to us on the emergency closing form. If we are unsure about the parent’s wishes, or unable to contact a parent that requests to be contacted, we will hold the children until a parent or guardian arrives to take the child home.  It is Post policy in the event of sudden emergencies (e.g., tornadoes) that parents not take their children from the schools.  We would always welcome parents to come to the building and assist in the care of the children in such an event.
In the unlikely event school is closed because of inclement weather, local radio and television stations (e.g., Channel 98) will announce it.  Fort Knox Schools are not a part of Hardin County Schools or Meade County Schools.  Therefore, when those districts are closed, it does not mean the Fort Knox Schools are closed.
COMMON DISMISSAL QUESTIONS
1.  Can I pick my child up early from school?
·        Yes, for appointments or family emergencies.
·        For scheduled appointments we ask that you send a note to the teacher that morning.
·        The office is extremely busy at the end of each school day and will not be able to call your child to the lobby between 2:55 and 3:15.
2.  Can I call the office to let my child know if he/she should ride the bus or walk?
·        No.  At the beginning of the school year you must decide how your child will go home each day (walk, ride the bus, or pick-up).  
·        A written note must be sent to the office if any variation to your child's normal transportation procedure 
       is to occur.
·        Only in an extreme emergency can you call the office to indicate a change in who will pick up your child from school.  In these emergencies, the person must be listed on the student's authorization form or the emergency contact person.
3.   Can I telephone and let you know that a friend will be picking up my child?
·        No.  The child should bring a note to his/her teacher that morning indicating the change in transportation arrangements.  
·        Only in emergency situations may you call the school to say that a person who is on your emergency contact form will pick up your child.   The person picking up your child must provide a photo identification to ensure the student's safety.
·        Persons who are not listed on your emergency contact form may not pick up your child.
4.  Is photo identification required at all times when picking up a student?
·        Yes, ID's will be checked every time to ensure release of students to properly authorized individuals.
BICYCLES AND SKATEBOARDS
 
Students with parental permission may ride their bikes to school. Students must wear a helmet and observe bike safety rules.  Students who do not wear a helmet or observe safety rules may have their bike riding privileges removed by the principal. Bicycles must be parked and locked in the racks in front of the school. Since skateboarding, rollerblading, and scooters are potentially dangerous when ridden around other students, cars, and school buses, no skateboards, rollerblades or scooters are permitted at school.
8.  If a parent/guardian is late, you may pick up your child in the lobby.
7.  Children will not be allowed to cross the road or load a car away from the building (loading zone) due to staffs’
     requirement to provide a safe area for our students.
6.  Cones will be placed on the outside of the single file line so that no one will be able to pass another car in our
     loading zone.
5.  Your child(ren) will be loaded into your car and you will be motioned to leave when it is safe to pull away from the
     front of the building.
4.  All cars are to form a single line and pull to the front of the building to receive your child(ren).
3.  Bus riders will be called over the intercom by individual bus number and will exit by the doors at the end of the
     building.
2.  Car riders will be called by intercom after walkers and bike riders have cleared the building.  They are to remain on
     the porch under the supervision of staff members.
1.  Walkers and bike riders are the first to be dismissed by use of the intercom.  They are required to remain on the 
      sidewalk at all times.  
DISMISSAL PROCEDURES
RECESS 
Macdonald has 10 minutes of recess before lunch everyday.  The weather determines if recess is held outside or inside.  All rules/regulations are developed for the safety of our students.  Monitors have final say as to whether or not an activity endangers the safety of the students.
We do not allow students to bring to school or school sponsored activities any of the following: sports cards, any collectable cards, role playing game cards, electronic games, Heelies, CD players, MP3 players, laser pointers, paging devices, any other electronic devices, or any printed material that promotes vulgarity, violence or hatred.  Chewing gum is prohibited.  Our experience is they are a distraction from our academic program.  If any of these items are brought to school, they will be confiscated and stored in the office.  These items will be released only to the student’s parents.
PROHIBITED ITEMS
Articles found are brought to the office and stored to await the owner's claim.  Small articles, eyeglasses and the like are kept at the front desk while articles of clothing and large items are placed in a box.  An item, which appears to have unusual value, may be handled differently.  If your child loses an item, we encourage you or your child to check in the office for it. 
LOST AND FOUND 
Each student is assigned an individual locker with its own built-in combination lock.  Teachers assign the lockers on the first day of school and ample time is given for the students to practice opening them.  Students are instructed not to give their combination to any other students or to share lockers.  We invite fourth graders and any other new student to feel free to come back to school during the late afternoon or early evening with a parent to practice with their locker. Students may not hang any pictures in their lockers that depict violence, racism, nudity, or vulgarity.  Students may not hang pictures of any vocal or political groups who promote or represent violence, racism, nudity, or vulgarity. Lockers are subject to searches without warning by the building principal.
LOCKERS 
WALKING CLUB
We have implemented a walking program for wellness.  The goal is to teach the children the importance of exercise and taking care of their bodies.
When weather permits teachers will take their classes out and walk for approximately fifteen minutes.  Exercise stimulates the brain and the body to help children perform better in the classroom.  Walking also addresses the obesity issue that is plaguing our country.  Kentucky rates as one of the highest states in obesity.
We are bringing awareness to this problem one step at a time.  We are going to “hoof it” across America.  We urge parents to get involved and walk with your child daily for half an hour.  Everyone would certainly benefit from taking time to move and workout together!
READING COUNTS 
The Reading Counts Program is an integral part of the school.  Students are encouraged to read books, and then take a computerized test on that book.  Students' progress will be posted at the end of each nine week period.
SCIENCE FAIR
Each year the students at Macdonald have the opportunity to participate in the school-wide science fair.  Parents have the opportunity to view all experiment in the evening.  Listed below are six steps to help students complete their research on their experiment.
 
STEP 1:                    Ask a Question or Make an Observation
                    What are you curious about, or what have you seen that you wonder about?
 
STEP 2:                    Write a Hypothesis
                     What do you think is the answer to your question or the reason for your observation?
 
STEP 3:                  Make Predictions
                  What are some if/then statements that explain and confirm your hypothesis?
 
STEP 4:                  Perform Experiments/Tests
                  What will you do to test your predictions?  You may find that your hypothesis was not correct.
                  That's OK!
 
STEP 5:                  State Your Conclusions
                  What did your experiment show?  Did the experiment confirm your hypothesis?
 
STEP 6:                  Make an Application to Everyday Life
                  How can the information found relate to real life or help us?                  
   
 
USE OF THE INTERNET
At Macdonald each student must qualify for supervised usage of the Internet by meeting the following criteria:
·         Complete hands-on classroom training provided by the school's educational technologist and/or teachers on such topics as acceptable use of search engines, topic searches, the Rules of Netiquette and Internet access restrictions.
·         Complete a short assessment/survey on appropriate computer and Internet usage.
·         Complete the DoDEA Internet Access Form, to include signature of the student and the parent stating agreement and compliance with the terms and conditions of the DoDEA Internet Access Form.
·         Students who inappropriately use the Internet will have their privileges removed.
LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER 
The library has a Merit Rating by the Kentucky Department of Education which is the highest distinction given to Library/Media Centers in the state.  We have a large collection of books, videotapes, periodicals and reference materials.  Our parents are encouraged to use our media center to enhance their work with and encouragement of their children.  All books, except reference books, may be checked out for a two-week period.  Reference materials, with the exception of atlases and most videos, may be checked out for over-night use.  
LEARNING TRIPS
From time to time classes and organizations take educational learning trips.  Students going on a learning trip on post must have a signed permission slip on file in the office.  Learning trips off post require a special permission slip with more pertinent information.  Should a parent elect to deny a student permission to participate in a learning trip, the child will have educational arrangements for him or her made for the day by the teacher.
A child may be removed from participation in a learning trip if behavior is judged to be disruptive, may cause possible danger to him or herself or others (e.g., on a bus), reflect negatively on Macdonald School and the school district and its students, or for other legitimate reasons.
CURRICULUM
Each child in Grades 4-6 is required to have language arts (reading, spelling, language, and writing), mathematics, social studies, and science.  In addition, our students rotate through cycles of art, music, physical education, and computer technology.  
ASSESSMENT  
All students are given the Literacy Assessment test at the beginning and end of the school year.  The results of these tests are utilized to determine eligibility for the Read 180 program.  Students who enroll throughout the year are also administered this test.  All students are given the Terra Nova a standardized achievement test designed to provide achievement scores that assist in educational decision-making. The areas that are assessed are math, reading, language arts, science and social studies.  The Terra Nova is usually given in late February
 
GRADING SYSTEM 
The district sets the grading system.  All subjects are graded as academic disciplines.  The system is:
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
  A     90 – 100
  B     80 -   89
  C     70 -   79
  D     60 -   69
  F     59 AND BELOW
STUDENT PERFORMANCE 
GRADE-LEVEL EXPECTATIONS
E      EXCEEDS 
M      MEETS  
S     STEADY PROGRESS
L      LIMITED PROGRESS
LEARNING SKILLS OBSERVED
1   CONSISTENTLY
2   OCCASIONALLY
3   INFREQUENTLY
EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Teachers sponsor our extra-curricular activities, in most instances.
Art Club                      Chorus                    Fitness Club                  Science Club                   Stock Market Club
 
Student Government             Junior Red Cross
 
Other Clubs and interest groups may be created as interest is generated and volunteer sponsors are found.
PROGRESS REPORTS 
Our academic year has four reporting periods.  Mid term reports are sent home at the end of the fifth week of each term. End-of-Quarter progress reports are also sent home to parents and guardians.  
MASTERY LEARNING 
Our district’s Mastery Learning initiative includes that mastery of a concept is reached at the 80 percent level.  If a child does not reach 80 percent mastery on the assessment, he/she will be re-taught and reassessed. Effective teaching practices are essential to Mastery Learning.  Students will be encouraged and guided to do well the first time they complete any assessment.  Teachers look for evidence that the students are ready to test.  However, the “learning” of the material, not the “score” is the guiding factor of this initiative.
HEALTH SERVICES
School nurse services are available at least one-half of most days.  When the nurse is out of the building, students will be seen at the front office.  The office personnel regularly consults with the nurse and the parents, regarding the student's complaint or illness.
The school nurse or the principal is responsible for sending home students who become ill during the school day. 
The Fort Knox Community Schools can only administer those medications prescribed by a physician and in a container labeled by the pharmacy. A parent whose child needs medication during school hours must do the following:
1.  Parent must have a prescription for the medication.
2.  Parent/legal guardian must sign the Parent Request to Administer Medication at School form.
3.  Parent must ask the pharmacy for an additional bottle labeled for "SCHOOL USE".
4.  Parent must bring the medicine to school.
School personnel will give NO over-the-counter medications including Tylenol, antacids, cough syrup and decongestants. This FKCS district wide policy began with the 2007-2008 school year.   Any over the counter medicine given at school must be accompanied by a doctor's prescription and in a new unopened bottle with the student's name in the event it is needed.  Students may not carry medication to school (doctor prescribed or over-the-counter) or store it in their lockers.
Each year our nurse screens students for possible health problems. Vision and hearing screenings will be done on students in selected grades as determined by the Fort Knox Community Schools Head Nurse. Parents are notified if the nurse detects a problem.
Kentucky state law requires all 6th grade students to have a physical examination.
Fifth grade students are given an opportunity to see a three-part video called “Changing.”  The classroom will be divided and the girls will see the video, then the boys will view it.  This video has been developed by noted medical professionals and educators to help children prepare for and deal with the changes and new feelings associated with puberty.  Parental permission is required before a student can view this video.  Parents will have an opportunity to preview the video before students are shown the video.
Cokes or other drinks requiring bottles or cans are not permitted in the cafeteria.  Drinks of this nature may be enjoyed if they are in an unmarked container. Federal guidelines require that fast food may not be brought into the building during lunch or breakfast.  Parents may take their child to lunch outside the building or they may have lunch with their child in the atrium.  Students are encouraged to be returned within their 30 minute lunch period.  If a student returns late, that student will be considered tardy.  Breakfast is served at 8:00 a.m.
Depending on your pre-approved status through the Food Services Department, meal prices are as follows:
Free
Reduced         Breakfast:         $.30                  Lunch          $.40
Full Price         Breakfast          $1.40                  Lunch               $2.00
All students are assigned an account number which they memorize.  Three meals before the child's account is empty he/she receives the first notice from the register.  The child is responsible to take the slip home to his or her parents.  Parents are encouraged to purchase twenty days’ meals at a time.  If a parent pays by check please make it out to Macdonald Cafeteria and write the student’s name in the “for” blank. The money may be turned into the cafeteria in the morning before school or placed in the locked box by the serving line door.  
FOOD SERVICES
HOME AND SCHOOL COMMUNICATION
AGENDA BOOKS
All students are required to have a Macdonald School agenda book. Replacement books are available through the school for $3.50. The agenda book is used to list homework assignments for the students and to communicate between teachers and parents.  The parents must sign the agenda book each day for their child.  This signature ensures that the parents are aware of what is happening in their child’s academic life.
NEWSLETTER 
Macdonald's Newsletter is sent home once a month via email and is posted on the Macdonald web site: 
www.am.dodea.edu/knox/MacDonald/index.htm
In addition to timely articles, the newsletter contains the coming month’s menu and a calendar of current and coming events.  Please make it a family custom to read it.
PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 
The more communication between parents and school, the better the school experience will be for the child.  Therefore, parents are encouraged to initiate conferences with their child's teachers.  When calling the school (624-5650) or stopping by in person, tell the receptionist you wish an appointment, and she will help you by asking the teacher to call you.
PARENT INVOLVEMENT
Macdonald has developed a parent involvement program second to none.  Our most involved parents (those who are in the school everyday), our faculty and our staff all serve to recruit and encourage other parents to participate and become involved at varying levels.  When parents enroll their children, we ask them to commit to some level of participation. Parents are encouraged to drop in and offer to help at any time. 
Our parents usually participate through the Booster Club, our parent-teacher organization; and /or our Macdonald Volunteers.  Activities, which our parents initiate, include spirit events (e.g., Popcorn Friday, Spirit Assemblies), Holiday Gift Shop, walk-a-thons and fund raisers.  Funds which are raised are spent on field trips, Honors/Awards Assemblies, Field Day, registration fees for special events and many, many other advantages for our students.   We have initiated the use of parents as co-sponsors for our extra-curricular activities.  We honor and recognize our parents in ways such as a Volunteer Tea.
EMAIL
Should parents have questions and would like to email the principal or front office personnel, the email addresses are:
 
Principal:                       Youlanda.Washington@am.dodea.edu
 
Office Automation:        Nancy.Russo@am.dodea.edu
 
Secretary:                     Gayle.Shafer@am.dodea.edu
DRESS CODE FOR THE FORT KNOX COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
The Fort Knox Community Schools believe that proper etiquette, social customs and good grooming are a definite part of the educational process.  To this end, students attending FKCS and FKCS sponsored functions are to wear neat, clean, appropriate clothing that meets the standards set forth in this dress code.
It is not the intention of these guidelines to usurp the authority of, or assume the responsibility for, parents in determining what appropriate dress is and grooming for their children.  FKCS will work with parents in encouraging our students to take personal responsibility for their dress as they mature.
The specific guidelines for dress at FKCS listed below are not all inclusive.  The opinion of the school administrator will decide if clothing or other apparel poses a health or safety hazard or causes disruption of the good order, discipline and educational process.
1.          Students are expected to be neat and clean in appearance daily.  The wearing of excessively tight, distracting
         extreme or inappropriate clothing is prohibited.
 
2.         Clothing, make-up, insignia, style or any indication of membership in a secret society/gang will not be allowed.
3.         Any clothing, lack of clothing, or article that is indecent, has questionable language or is potentially dangerous
         will not be allowed and/or any item which promotes violence or disrespect or draws unnecessary attention to
         self and/or mocks the 'school place.'  Patches, emblems, clothing and jewelry depicting vulgarity, nude or semi-
         nude figures, sexually suggestive positions/postures, or advertising alcoholic beverages, drugs or tobacco,
         promotes violence, hate, racism, discrimintation and/or disrespect will not be worn by any student. (Note for
         Macdonald Students:  Shirts that depict violence or disrespect are not allowed; this includes shirts that depict
         entertainers who represent violence or disrespect.  The shirt can not refer in any way to violence or disrespect,
         even if only the entertainer's face or logo is on the shirt.  Questions regarding what is considered appropriate
         may be directed to the principal by calling the school office at 624-5650.)
         
4.         No student will wear a hat, cap, sweatbands, bandanna or sunglasses inside the school building without  a  
            medical excuse.  Bandannas will not be worn on school property at anytime.  Special days designated by the
         school principal may allow deviation from these other points within this dress code.         
5.         Students will wear shoes at all times.  Flaps and/or thongs (flip-flops) are not permitted.  Footwear will be
          judged on the basis of safety and hygiene.
6.         Excessively torn clothing will not be permitted.  Holes in clothing will not be allowed to show underwear.  Skirts,
         dresses, skorts, wraps, culottes, and shorts will be no shorter than the tips of the wearer's fingers with the arms
         and hands fully extended at the sides.
7.         Tights, spandex, biker shorts, extremely short garments will not be permitted as outer wear, but may be worn
         as undergarments
8.         Clothing which allows the midriff to be exposed will not be permitted.  Shirts, blouses, tops will be tucked in. 
         Shirts, blouses, and tops, which naturally fall no more than 12 inches below the waist, do not have to be tucked
         in.  Shirts, blouses, and tops may be bloused out no more than 12 inches below the waist.
9.      All pants must be worn at the waist.  All belts must be buckled.  Pants which snap to the leg are not permitted.
10.    Body piercing (in which the body is punctured and decorated with a ring or piece of jewelry that attaches in a 
         similiar fashion as an earring) for either sex will be restricted to the ears only.  All other visible body piercing
         (nose, lips extc.) will not be allowed.  Body piercing of the tongue will not be permitted.                  
11.    No see through garments will be permitted unless worn over another acceptable garment.
12.          Tank tops and halter tops by themselves are not acceptable dress in the schools.  Sleeveless shirts from the 
         manufacturer are acceptable.
13.           Hairstyles will be appropriate and consistent with good grooming.  Extreme mockingly distracting hair colors, 
         costume makeup and jewelry are not permitted.  Curlers are not permitted.  
14.    Undergarments will not be worn as outer garments.
15.    Penalties for violations to the dress code of the Fort Knox Community Schools will follow the standard discipline
         proceudres.  Students who violate the dress code will be asked to change the clotheing in question immediately
         or wait in the orrice until a praent can bring an appropriate change of clothing.  Repeated offenses can result
         in suspensions and/or expulsion.          
Additional Note for Macdonald Intermediate School Students: The only jackets acceptable for wear in the classroom or hallways are those that are part of a suit of clothing and that meet the “12 inches below the waist” shirt definition. If the heating/cooling system is unable to regulate the temperature of the school environment appropriately or if students are going out of doors following lunch break, students will be allowed to wear a jacket in the school building.
FORT KNOX COMMUNITY SCHOOLS GENERAL POLICIES
*Confiscated phones will be returned to the students’ sponsor only; also, if any criminal violations may have been allegedly committed, the MPs will be called and the phone turned over as evidence.
CELL PHONE POLICY
Student possession of cell phones in the Fort Knox Community Schools is allowable subject to the following rules and regulations.
Though allowed, cell phones are a distraction and may become a tempting prohibition to students, which can result in disciplinary action and may include suspension and loss of academic learning time and the opportunity to make-up missed work.
With this in mind, the administration and the Board of Education request that if parents choose to allow their students to possess cell phones at school, please establish an understanding with them that, during school hours, all cell phones must remain turned off and in lockers or in vehicles.  Students are not to have cell phones in their possession during the academic day.
Additionally, the school system prohibits the use of all communication devices that, in its opinion, have limited or no educational value or their use creates learner distraction and disruption.  The Fort Knox Community Schools reserve the right to define the educational value of any new electronic wireless communication devices that may become available to the public in the future and to prohibit their use if they have little or no educational value or if such use creates learner distraction or disruption.
Possession of a cell phone by a student is a privilege, which may be forfeited by any student not abiding by the terms of this policy.  This policy statement serves as a first warning, detailing the prohibitions and discipline, associated with the Fort Knox Community Schools’ cell phone use policy.
Students shall be personally and solely responsible for the security of their cell phones.  The Fort Knox Community Schools shall not assume responsibility for theft, loss, or damage of a cell phone, or unauthorized calls made on a cell phone.
Students may use cell phones before and after school, as long as they do not create a distraction or a disruption.  A student may possess a cell phone on school property, at after school activities and at school-related functions, provided that during school hours the cell phone remains off, concealed and secured in lockers or vehicles during the academic day. 
While students may use cell phones before and after school, as stated above, it is most important to understand that picture phones (camera phones) are viewed as cameras, and are allowable only by the camera policy that is presently in place.  The position of the administration and the Board of Education is that picture phones can pose the same threats as cameras to freedoms of privacy, information and medical privacy, can exploit personal information through use, and can possibly create problems/issues in custody situations.  
Disciplinary Action
If a student chooses to bring a cell phone to school, the student and his or her sponsor are responsible to ensure all guidelines are followed.  Students who violate the above restrictions shall be deemed to have created a disruption in the educational environment and are subject to disciplinary actions, as outlined below.
**Second offense, as listed, will in fact be the first offense violation, if the camera policy is violated; the third offense as listed becomes the second violation.
First offense                           phone confiscated*                      detention assigned consistend with school policy
 
Second offense**                     phone confiscated*                     assignment school/SOS/in-school suspension
                                                                  consistent with school policy for first offense                  
                                                                  placement; forfeit of privilege
 
 Third offense                     phone confiscated*                     Out-of-school suspension three days; loss of make-
                                                                   up work privilege         
DISCIPLINE AND STUDENT BEHAVIOR
1.    Student Rights and Responsibilities:    Students have the right to expect an educational environment in which they may achieve their intellectual potential.  As such, all students are expected to comply with school rules and regulations, and to conduct themselves in a manner that respects the rights of others.  Students share the responsibility with administrators, teacher and support personnel to create an environment that is conducive to learning, and to notify school staff of any behavior that may endanger the safety or welfare of themselves or others.  The disciplinary rules and procedures applicable for students are specifically set out in DoDEA Regulation 2051.1.  Students who are accused of a violation of school rules will be provided due process IAW that regulation.
2.    Consequences of Conduct Violations and Penalties:  Student discipline should be administered progressively, with less severe punishment for the first infraction and with increases in punishment for each subsequent offense.  However, school personnel, consistent with the powers and authority delegated to them, have the authority to take more serious administrative action if such action is warranted by the nature of the misconduct.
3.    Discipline for Minor or First Offenses:  A student may be disciplined for relatively minor offenses or first offenses not presenting an immediate threat of danger to self or others, through the use of written or oral reprimands or notice to parents, times out, teacher/student/parent conferences, suspension of school or extracurricular privileges, and by any other teacher intervention deemed by the teacher or school administrator to be appropriate.   Minor offenses include any conduct that is not conducive to the good order and discipline of the school.  Examples of conduct for which minor discipline may be appropriate include, but are not limited to:  tardiness, chewing gum or eating food in class, running or horseplay in the halls or classrooms, use of offensive language, and disrupting the class by talking, laughing, or wandering about when the teacher determines that such conduct is inappropriate to the classroom activity.  More serious Disciplinary actions may be imposed when a student engages in repeated or multiple acts of misconduct and the teacher or Principal determined that the nature of the offense, in the context of all circumstances, warrants a more severe consequence.  While grading school work performance or non performance is appropriate, grade (score) reduction as a disciplinary action is not an appropriate means of discipline. 
4.    Grounds for Removal:  A Principal may remove a student from school for up to 10 school days, or recommend the long-term removal of a student (i.e. suspension in excess of 10 school days or expulsion.  Disciplinary actions involving a removal from the school for more than 10 days require an opportunity for a hearing before a school disciplinary committee and a decision on the proposed disciplinary action by the District Superintendent.  Specific grounds for short or long-term removal include:
a.    Cause, threaten or attempt to cause physical injury to another person.
b.    Possess, sell or otherwise furnish any firearm, knife, explosive, incendiary device or other dangerous
       weapon (1-year expulsion required for firearm).
c.    Possess, use or distribute, or attempt such, of alcoholic beverages.
d.    Possess or use tobacco or tobacco products.
e.    Possess, use or distribute any illegal/controlled substance, or attempt such offenses.
f.     Unlawfully possess, offer, arrange or negotiate to sell any drug paraphernalia.
g.    Robbery or extortion, or attempt such offenses.
h.    Damage or vandalism to school, U.S. Government, contractor or private property.
i.     Steal, wrongfully appropriate (or attempting such offenses), or knowingly receiving stolen property of the school,U.S., contractor or private individual.
j.     Commit any lewd, indecent or obscene act, or engage in profanity or vulgarity.
k.    Disrupted school activities or otherwise defy the valid authority of school personnel engaged in the performance of their duties (includes, disorderly conduct, lying, school honor code violations, making false statements, etc.)
l.     Failure to leave the school, school grounds or school bus when directed by school official.
m.   Engage in gambling in any form.
n.    Fighting or otherwise engaging in conduct endangering others.
o.    Bullying, intimidating, taunting, hazing, name calling or harassment.
p.    Unauthorized use of a portable communications device.
q.    Arson, making a bomb threat, or falsely reporting a fire or bomb threat.
r.     Forgery, cheating or plagiarism.
s.    Possession or use of fireworks or other explosive devices.
t.     Repeated or flagrant violations of attendance regulations or policies (i.e., truancy).
u.    Violate terms and conditions of the DoDEA Student Computer and Internet Access Agreement; damage or disrupt information technology; use a computer or communications device to send threatening, harassing or indecent messages, or download obscene or pornographic materials.
v.     Violate any law, rule, regulation, or policy of the military installation or school.
w.    Fail to report or otherwise be complicit in the above-described acts.
TEACHER AND ADMINISTRATOR RESPONSIBILITY FOR STUDENT CONDUCT
Each teacher, principal, and administrator in the Fort Knox Community Schools holds students strictly accountable for their conduct on school premises, including on the way to and from school, and on school-sponsored trips and activities.  
The principal may use teachers’ aides in supervisory capacities, such as supervision on the playground, in the hallway, lunchroom and cafeteria, and other like duties including, but not limited to, recreational activities and athletic events relating to the supervision and control of student conduct.  In this capacity, such teachers’ aides shall have the same authority and responsibility as is granted to and imposed by law upon teachers in the performance of the same or similar duties.  
STUDENT CONDUCT
Students shall conduct themselves in a responsible manner and show mutual respect and consideration for others and their property.  The superintendent recognizes the best discipline to be self-discipline.  Parents and students will be made aware of the general rules and regulations governing student conduct within the school program.  
RISK ASSESSMENT
If your child is suspended for disrupting school activities a risk assessment may be required before he/she may return to school.  The assessment may be performed by a qualified psychologist employed by Fort Knox Schools or by an independent psychologist of the parents' choice.
PROJECT ACHIEVE
Project Achieve, the Stop and Think Program, provides opportunities for students to receive instruction in how to make good choices and do the right thing.  The students are given lessons on problem solving, social skills, and how to make good choices.  Then the students participate in role-playing activities.  The students are encouraged to:  Stop and Think! - Good Choice or Bad Choice? - What are My Choices? - Just Do It! - Good Job (Pat Yourself on the Back!)
We encourage our students and their families to participate in this life skills program at home as well at school. Students who do not make good choices are sent to “Stop and Think” time out either in their classroom or in another classroom. Students who repeatedly make poor choices throughout a single school day or whose poor choice is extreme will be sent to the principal for “Stop and Think” time out. Once a student is sent to the principal to “Stop and Think” and if the student continues to decide to make a poor choice, the principal will contact the student’s parents and/or place the student in in/or out-of-school suspension.
Below is a list of the most important social skills that are taught in Project Achieve. We encourage our students and parents to go over the steps for each skill at home.  If you would like a more comprehensive list, please stop by the front desk and we will make that available to you.
 
SOCIAL SKILLS 
 
1.   Problem Solving Steps                                             11.  Using Self Control
 
2.   Communicating an "I" Message                                    12.  Respecting Self
 
3.   Listening                                                      13.  Dealing with Another Person's Anger
 
4.   Demonstrating Respect                                    14.  Avoiding Trouble
 
5.   Following Directions
 
6.   Ignoring Distractions
 
7.   Bring Materials to Class
 
8.   Staying Out of Fights
 
9.   Responding to Teasing
 
10. Apologizing
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