8th Grade Class Selection Sheet

Student: 





____
Two periods of each seven-period day are used for classes that include; foreign languages for high school credit, band, chorus, general music, art, health, physical education, study skills, drama, creative thinking skills, computer applications, and career awareness.  Three of these classes are offered for the entire year; foreign language for high school credit, chorus, and band.  The foreign language courses are taught at Fort Knox High School.

Students not selecting a year-long activity will have 8 quarter-long classes in 9-week cycles.  Students selecting year-long classes will have four of the following classes in nine-week cycles for their second activity period: general music, art, health, study skills, drama, career awareness, creative thinking skills, computer applications, or physical education.  Students will be scheduled into PE and health.

Students who choose band or chorus will be expected to participate in performances throughout the school year.  Failure to do so could result in a reduction in the student’s class grade.  
EXCEPTION - Any student whose academic data indicates a need for additional reading support (below the 25th percentile on recent standardized achievement data) may be assigned to a class specially designed to help him/her improve achievement.  However, if they select band or chorus as one of their activities, they will not have the cycle of classes that includes general music, art, health, speech/drama, and physical education.  The additional class to provide assistance in reading becomes their second activity class.  

PLEASE BEGIN the activity class selection process by indicating if you are interested in chorus, band, or a foreign language.  Place an X on the line that indicates your preference.  If your child is interested in both Performing Arts and a Foreign Language, indicate the priority with a check on the appropriate line.

The remainder of the activity schedule will be determined by school staff.

· The following page should be signed by student’s sponsor indicating participation in selection process.

· Performing Arts

Only one item of the three may be selected.
PRIORITY________(check to indicate a preference over foreign language)
_____ chorus

_____ beginning band*
_____ advanced/intermediate band* (This will be determined by the band teacher.)
*If you are selecting BAND, please complete the information below.

For beginning band students:


Instrument you would like to play:




.
For Intermediate/Advanced Band Students:

Instrument you play:



. Number of years you have played this instrument:

.
See back please

Student: 









· Foreign Languages




Priority___________(check to indicate a preference over Performance Arts)
Because of the difficulty of foreign language classes, students will need the recommendation of their current Language Arts teacher, a B average in Language Arts, and review of their Language Arts results on the Terra Nova achievement test.  Put a “2” by the classes listed indicating the student’s interest in chorus or band in the event they are not eligible for a foreign language.

There is no assurance that all three of the foreign languages will be offered next year.  Please indicate alternate choices for a language by prioritizing the choices you would be interested in taking (1, 2 or 1, 2, 3).
______Spanish I for high school credit
______German I for high school credit

______Chinese I for high school credit
Algebra I for high school credit will be offered to students whose performance identifies them as being ready for this challenge.  This decision will be made based upon teacher recommendation, standardized assessment, classroom performance, and a local assessment.  When you receive the final progress report of the year, you will be notified of the math placement recommendation.

_________________________________



______

Parent Signature

March 26, 2008
