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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 24 Sep Students Dismiss at 2:00pm 2 Oct Student of the Month, 11:00am 
 25 Sep Popcorn  Popcorn 
 26 Sep Birthday Club, 11:00am 3 Oct No School for Students 
 29 Sep Start PTO Fall Festival Pre-Sales 6-10 Oct FALL BREAK 
 1-31 Oct Scholastic Book Month 13 Oct School Holiday, Columbus Day 
 1 Oct Students Dismiss at 2:00pm 14 Oct Staff and Students Return 
    PTO Board Meeting, 2:00pm 
 

DIRECTOR’S WELCOME MESSAGE:  Dr. Shirley A. Miles, the new Director for Department of Defense 
Education Activity, has a welcome message for all parents and students.  Please Ctrl + click on the website below to hear 
her message. 
http://www.dodea.edu/xcast/2008_Direct_Connect/popup.cfm 
 

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK OCTOBER 5-11:  The Fire Prevention Section is holding a poster contest for Fort 
Knox students in grades 1-6.  They are also planning an open house and awards ceremony for the grand Prize winners at 
Fire Station #1 on Saturday, 18 October from 1000 to 1400.  They will have a free drawing for two bicycles (1 boy’s and 1 
girl’s).  The plan is to present a carnival type atmosphere with balloons, clowns, and inflatable’s, Sparky, Woodsy Owl and 
Smokey Bear, to include food, drinks and entertainment.  Van Voorhis students in grades 1-3 are encouraged to enter the 
poster contest.  Posters are due by 1 October.  They will be judged according to their originality, clarity of message and 
neatness. 

PTO SPOTLIGHT:  The next PTO Board Meeting will be Friday, 17 October at 2:00pm in the VV Cafeteria.  If you 
have an interest/concern, please feel free to attend this meeting. 

• The August Box Top Winner was Ms Smith’s Pre-K afternoon class. 
• Our August volunteer of the Month is Lisa Evangelista. 
• Yearbooks are on sale.  Flyers were sent home.  Don’t forget your Love Lines. 
• There will be no Scholastic Book Club of the Month until November due to all of the fundraising activities and the 

Fall Fest on the 23rd of October. 
• Fall Festival will be held Thursday, 23 October at 6:00pm.  MARK YOUR CALENDAR!! 

READING PROGRAM:  A special parent volunteer reading program is now on-going at Van Voorhis School.  The 
program has trained parent volunteers in skills to assist students who are learning to read.  Additional volunteers are 
always welcome.  If interested, please call the school (624-5854) or stop by and complete the volunteer form.  Our next 
training session is scheduled for Thursday, 25 September at 10:00am. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK:  The school would like your input regarding its mission statement.  The staff developed 
several options and feel your input is critical.  These can be reviewed on our website.  A feedback form will be sent home 
with your student in the near future. 
 

PARENT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  The school needs active-duty sponsors to serve on several committees.  This 
is an easy way to become involved in your child’s school.  Most committees meet monthly for about an hour.  If interested, 
please call to speak with Ms Gibson at 624-5854 or 8519. 
 

http://www.am.dodea.edu/knox/vanvoorhis/index.htm
http://www.dodea.edu/xcast/2008_Direct_Connect/popup.cfm


ATTENDANCE UPDATE:  If your child needs to be absent from school, please notify us by calling 624-5854-
8519.  If your student has a medical or dental appointment, a note from the doctor’s office is helpful for record-keeping 
purposes. 
 KEEP RECORDS CURRENT:  Please make sure you let the school office know if your phone number, 
address, emergency contacts, etc. change. 

NURSE’S NOTES:  Health Requirements:  Student physical examinations are done by appointment at the 
sponsor’s Primary Care Clinic.  All Pre-K students must submit a physical and vision exam before they can complete 
registration and start attending the program.  The report must be dated within one year of the child entering school.  
Kindergarten and First Grade students entering school for the first time must have a physical exam and vision exam report 
from an optometrist or ophthalmologist dated within the prior 12 months.  Students who do not already have in their school 
records physical and vision exam reports must get them upon initial enrollment. If these exam reports or an appointment 
slip for each is not presented to the school in 30 days of entering school, the child will be denied attendance until an 
appointment slip is submitted. 
Immunizations Certificates: 
Every student must meet all requirements specified on the DoDEA Immunization Certificate.  A newly enrolling student 
must have a DoDEA Immunization Certificate within two weeks of enrollment.  Any student who fails to meet this guideline 
will be denied attendance to school until proof of up-to–date vaccination is received. 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER:  Van Voorhis School Staff realize that many of our students share an extra burden 
when the military sends mom or dad away from the family to perform their jobs or receive training in another state or 
country.  To help our students during the time of mom or dad’s deployment or other military assignment which causes an 
extended absence from home, the counselor holds weekly support groups.  Groups meet during lunch time in the 
counselor’s office so that affected students are not pulled from instruction in the classroom.  
The groups are for kindergarten through third grade students since all of our preschool children are not a part of the 
lunchroom program. 
 
The students are a wonderful support for each other.  They understand when a peer says “I miss my dad” what that 
means and how it feels.  The children share great ideas about what they do when they are missing the absent parent. 
 
Beginning in October, the Fort Knox High School Student 2 Student Program will send high school students on a once a 
month visit to provide deployment buddies for the Van Voorhis students in deployment groups.  Often the older high 
schoolers have experienced many parent deployments during their parent’s military career and have a lot to share with 
our primary students.  The teens spend time with Van Voorhis students talking and also help the Van Voorhis kids to 
complete a project such as letters, cards, and picture frames to send to their far away parent.  Periodically, deployment 
groups will also walk to Walker School across Conroy Street to partner with the deployment support group students there. 
 
Please let the counselor know if a deployment will be impacting your family this school year so that your child may be 
invited to join support group.  (624-2937 or sue.gilbert@am.dodea.edu) 
 

mailto:sue.gilbert@am.dodea.edu

