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	Bitz Intermediate School, Camp Lejeune, NC                                                                     December 15, 2008


	Dear Parents,

        In math, we will have a test this week on subtraction and problem-solving.  Today I will give the students a pretest, if they do well they will not need to take the test on Wednesday.  The pre test will be sent home for a study sheet as needed. 
   In reading, we are finishing our novel about cursive writing called Muggie Maggie by Beverly Cleary.  We have looked at vocabulary, inference, and drawing conclusions.  Students have join in good discussions about the ideas in this novel.  I have had a good opportunity to model the think-loud process:  using prior knowledge and experience to help you understand the story, ask yourself questions about the meaning of words and phases and re-read sections to help you gain understanding, think about what could come next in the story, and draw some conclusions about ideas in the book that might not be directly answered. Most of all ask questions if you do not understand what the book is saying.  
  In social studies we finished our calendars on the founding of the thirteen colonies.  We gained a good foundation how the colonies were established and the importance of land ownership and self-government.  We completed a timeline and we will take a test on Thursday about the important ideas.
  I sent out an information sheet about the classroom holiday party.  I have put it on the back of this newsletter in case you missed it.  If you cannot contribute to the party, let me know so I can make sure we have what we need.  If you would like to volunteer, let me know, your presence is welcomed.
	Homework:  No homework this week, some study sheets will be sent home to review for tests. 
This week’s special class is PE, please wear gym shoes
Calendar of events:
Dec. 16 – Field trip – Poplar Grove

Dec. 19 – Classroom party (volunteers needed, please  

                 e mail, call, or write a note if you can help).            
Dec 20- Jan 4 Winter Break

Jan 5 – Students return to school

Severe Weather: 

Call:  451-1717, Option #5



