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	Bitz Intermediate School, Camp Lejeune, NC                                                                     December 1, 2008


	Dear Parents,

        In math, we are working on problem-solving activities.  Students have problem-solving notebooks to solve problems by connecting to what they know, plan a strategy, solve the problem, and explain their work. Each week we will be solving a problem in the PS notebook to help students evolve in this process.  This week we will make a quick review of fact families, regrouping, and thinking about the inverse operations for addition and subtraction.  
   In reading, we will start a novel about cursive writing called Muggie Maggie by Beverly Cleary.  We will look at vocabulary, setting, connecting the book to our school setting.  We will also predict what will happen with her teacher.  I will assess the book by discussion, answering questions, vocabulary, daily written assignments, and tests.  We will be using the think aloud model as we read and understand the story.

  In social studies we will work on of how each of the thirteen colonies was founded.  We will look at the reason each English Colony was established and the effect that had on the success of the colony.  We will summarize a statement about each colony and its unique contribution that led to the founding of the nation.  The form this study will take is a Thirteen Colony calendar which will also be a holiday gift for you and create a foundation for our study of American government. 
   
	Homework:  Student will review fact families each day and fill in a reading response sheet.  All students should read 20 minute per day and write two to three summary sentences that reflect the content of the book.  Parents please sign the homework log each day.  Check your child’s work for accuracy.  Homework is due each morning.  No homework will be assigned on the weekends.  

This week’s special class is PE.
Calendar of events:
Dec. 8 – Mid-Term Reports
Dec 20- Jan 4 Winter Break

Jan 5 – Students return to school

Severe Weather: 

Call:  451-1717, Option #5
Don’t forget to visit the web page.

   http://www.am.dodea.edu/lejeune/BIS/index.htm 




