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	Bitz Intermediate School, Camp Lejeune, NC                                                                     December 8, 2008


	Dear Parents,

        In math, we are working on subtraction of whole numbers and subtracting across whole numbers.  Students will continue to work on this skill by estimating, regrouping, and fact families.  We are also working on problem-solving activities.  Students have completed half of the problems in their problem-solving notebooks for assessment in January.  The students start with what they know, plan a strategy, solve the problem, and explain their work.  Students are beginning to express this format in other areas of the curriculum as they begin new tasks. 
   In reading, we are working on our novel about cursive writing called Muggie Maggie by Beverly Cleary.  We have looked at vocabulary, but more importantly, we are trying to find out what Maggie is thinking.  We read about Maggie’s first day of third grade and how she feels about learning new things.  We are thinking back to the beginning of the year and how we felt about difficult tasks.  We are inferring ideas from prior knowledge as well as predicting what might happen.  Students are writing down questions they have about the text and we are discussing them together.  I will assess the book by discussion, answering questions, vocabulary, daily written assignments, and tests.  We are using the “think aloud” model as we read and understand the story.

  In social studies we are half way through the founding of the thirteen colonies.  We are beginning to understand the importance of owning land, getting a free education, and having opportunity in a place that has self-government.  The students are working on a timeline and summarizing key facts about each colony.
   Mid-Term Report come home today.  Please read, sign, and return them this week.
	Homework:  Student will review subtraction of whole numbers this week.  All students should read 20 minute per day in a chapter book of their reading level and write two to three summary sentences that reflect the content of the book.  Parents please sign the homework log each day.  Check your child’s work for accuracy.  Homework is due each morning.  No homework will be assigned on the weekends.  
This week’s special class is music.
Calendar of events:
Dec. 8 – Mid-Term Reports, Native American Dance 

              Assembly
Dec. 16 – Field trip – Poplar Grove

Dec. 19 – Classroom party (volunteers needed, please  

                 e mail, call, or write a note if you can help).            
Dec 20- Jan 4 Winter Break

Jan 5 – Students return to school

Severe Weather: 

Call:  451-1717, Option #5
Don’t forget to visit the web page.

   http://www.am.dodea.edu/lejeune/BIS/index.htm 




