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	Bitz Intermediate School, Camp Lejeune, NC                                                                     November 12, 2008


	Dear Parents,

        In math, we have been working on three ways to work on addition:  estimation, pencil and paper, and using calculators.  While this has been very motivating for the students, it has also been challenging.  If you have a calculator at home for them to practice, that would be very helpful.  We are not replacing learning math facts with calculators, but we are preparing for some testing in the future that includes calculator use.  We worked a great deal on problem-solving this week and I am seeing a better understanding of the problems and use of strategies.  Keep up the great work!
   In reading, we are finishing our study of The Three Javelinas.  We worked hard on summarizing ideas and focusing on the main idea.  We wrote parody stories and made books.  I can begin to see the creativity emerge in these stories, as well as the students’ use of prior knowledge to form a setting, characters, and follow logical events.  The students will read their stories next week and bring them home soon.  I put reading questions in your child’s homework folder.  These are great ways to build comprehension.
     For homework:  Work on finishing your book and begin to write your book report.  There is also a project assignment in your homework folder.  You may keep the folder at home and return it on November 20 with your book report and project.  Please keep your book to use while you present your report. 

   Gator Report:  a Gator Report is included in your child’s homework.  Keep the work, finish any work that is incomplete, and return the Gator Report form any day this week.
	Homework:  Finish reading your book, fill in the reading respond sheets to help you organize your book report.  Begin working on your book report and project due Nov. 20.
Parents:  check your child’s work for accuracy, please. 

This week’s special class is PE.
Calendar of events:
Nov 20 – Book report and project due
Nov. 26-28 Thanksgiving break

Severe Weather: 

Call:  451-1717, Option #5
Teacher Contacts:

Phone:  451-2575  EXT 5111
E-mail:  jennifer.vanderbilt@am.dodea.edu 

Don’t forget to visit the web page.

   http://www.am.dodea.edu/lejeune/BIS/index.htm 




