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	Bitz Intermediate School, Camp Lejeune, NC                                                                     November 17, 2008


	Dear Parents,

        In math, we are continuing to work on adding more that two numbers using addition properties to help us.  We are using calculators to check our work.  We will also use subtracting or counting up to find missing addends.  We just received our problem-solving journals and we are working on a series of five problems in a school-wide effort to meet our math goal.  The pattern for solving problems is to read the question and find out what we know and what we want to know.  The second step is to plan by picking a strategy.  The third step is to solve the problem using the strategy, showing and labeling work.  The last step is to look back and explain what you did and justify the results.
   In reading, the students read their parody stories of The Three Little Javelinas.  They had to think about a setting and what weak and strong houses might be built.  They had to choose characters that were that had a definite predator and an appropriate action and ending for the story.  They illustrated their book and read it for several groups of children.  We are starting a factual story about Life in the Desert.  
In science, we are learning about habitats, environments, adaptations, populations, and communities that live in the desert biome.  We continue to work on main idea and supporting details to help us organize and store learning efficiently. 
     For homework:  Work on finishing your book and begin to write your book report.  There is also a project assignment in your homework folder.  You may keep the folder at home and return it on November 20 with your book report and project.  Please keep your book to use while you present your report. 

   Gator Reports will come home this week. Keep the work, finish any work that is incomplete, and return the Gator Report form by Friday.
	Homework:  Finish reading your book, fill in the reading respond sheets to help you organize your book report.  Begin working on your book report and project due Nov. 20.
Parents:  check your child’s work for accuracy, please. 

This week’s special class is PE.
Calendar of events:
Nov 20 – Book report and project due

Nov. 21. – Picture money is due or return pictures

Nov. 21 – Dinner and Movie, 5:30 PM
Nov. 26-28 Thanksgiving break

Severe Weather: 

Call:  451-1717, Option #5
Teacher Contacts:

Phone:  451-2575  EXT 5111
E-mail:  jennifer.vanderbilt@am.dodea.edu 

Don’t forget to visit the web page.

   http://www.am.dodea.edu/lejeune/BIS/index.htm 




