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	Bitz Intermediate School, Camp Lejeune, NC                                                                     November 24, 2008


	Dear Parents,

        In math, we are reviewing for the Chapter 4 test which will be taken on Tuesday.  Monday, students will bring a review sheet home that we completed in class.  We are also working on problem-solving activities.  Students have a problem-solving notebook to solve problems by connecting to what they know, planning a strategy, solving and explaining their work. Each week we will be solving a problem in the PS notebook to help students evolve in this process.  Next month we will also be working on subtracting by using fact families, regrouping, and thinking about the inverse operations.  
   In reading, we will begin a small novel by Beverly Cleary called Muggie Maggie.  We will be connecting the story to cursive writing which we started in our class this month.  While we will work on some reading skills, the major part of this story is about understanding what the character is thinking.  We will ask questions, re-read for understanding, think of experiences we have had, and try to predict what will happen.  We are also working on Think Alouds lessons that help students understand how good readers make sense of the story. 

   In science, we finished our study of the desert habitat by:  learning facts about the desert, habitats, and environments; watching videos, sharing books, answering questions, organizing ideas; researching landforms, and communities, and natural resources; making a food chain and making a tri-o-rama of organisms interacting in a habitat; and taking a test. 

  In social studies we will learn about the pilgrims and the Jamestown settlement in preparation for our study of how each of the thirteen colonies was founded.  We will be making a Thirteen Colony calendar for a holiday gift for you and create a foundation for our study of American government. 
   
	The book reports were wonderful!!  I appreciate the help that you provided for your child in reading and expressing ideas in oral and written form as well as an area your child’s strength.  I can see that they are working on reading to learn.  The students recommended books to their peers and new interest was generated in broadening their reading choices.
Homework:  Review the study sheet for the math test on Tuesday.
This week’s special class is PE.
Calendar of events:
Nov. 26-28 Thanksgiving break
Dec. 8 – Mid-Term Reports due

Dec 20- Jan 4 Winter Break

Jan 5 – Students return to school
Severe Weather: 

Call:  451-1717, Option #5
Don’t forget to visit the web page.

   http://www.am.dodea.edu/lejeune/BIS/index.htm 




