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	Bitz Intermediate School, Camp Lejeune, NC                                                                     November 3, 2008


	Dear Parents,

        In math, we are beginning a new chapter on adding greater numbers, adding more than two numbers, and using a calculator.  We are continuing to work on rounding and estimation so we can check our work for reasonable sums.  Problem-solving is an on-going part of our math goals.  The steps for problem solving are:  to read the problem and tell what we know.  Create a plan by choosing a strategy.  (strategies Include logical reasoning, draw a picture, make a graph, act it out, make a table, find a pattern, guess and check, write and equation, work backwards, and solve a simpler problem) solve the problem using a strategy, and look back to make sense. 
   In reading, we are working on a story called The Three Javelinas.  We have made a K-W-L chart to find out what we know, questions we have, and what we still need to find out.  The students have asked many insightful questions that motivate them to look for information and make inferences and draw conclusions.  We are also working on summarizing the main ideas and events in the story.  The students are moving beyond retelling the events of the story to making meaning of the text!   
     For homework: this week students will pick a chapter book to read and write summary sentences about what they read.  They will work on a book report project for November 20.  Students will have a choice of making a diorama, presenting the story in a costume, making a Power Point or commercial on the computer, or making a diagram/poster along with summary paragraph.  I will give you more information next week.    
	Homework:

Wednesday and Thursday:  Read at least a chapter each day and write a two or three summary sentences telling the main ideas of what you read.  Parents please sign the homework log each day.  Check your child’s work for accuracy.  Homework is due each morning.  No homework will be assigned on the weekends.  
This week’s special class is music.
.

Calendar of events:
Nov. 3-5 Early Release, 12:45 Parent/  

        Teacher conference 

Nov. 7 Cake Cutting for Marine Corps 

         Birthday

Nov. 10-11 No School, Veterans’ Day
Nov. 26-28 Thanksgiving break

Severe Weather 

451-1717 Option #5
   Don’t forget to visit the web page.

   http://www.am.dodea.edu/lejeune/BIS/index.htm 




