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	Bitz Intermediate School, Camp Lejeune, NC                                                                     October 6, 2008


	Dear Parents,

        In math, we are beginning a chapter on addition properties and strategies.  We will be using vocabulary such as addend and sum and working on the commutative, identity, and associative properties.  These strategies and properties are the underpinning for algebra and they are concepts that help students look at addition patterns.  
   In reading, we finished City Green.  We studied character traits, looked at how problems were solved, compared the neighborhood at the beginning and at the end, and worked in literature circles to connect ideas in the story to prior knowledge.  We are beginning our study of Native Americans and we will examine legends.  Students will go to the library to pick a Native American Legend.  They will read it this week and work on summarizing and illustrating the legend.
  In science, we drew the plant cycle and looked at seeds and soil.  We measured water drainage and predicted which soil is best for plants.  Lab work, questions, and diagrams were used for assessment of the plant unit.  Next week we will begin learning about Native Americans.  Students will pick a project to work on at home for homework this week.  It is due a week from Wednesday. 
   Don’t forget to visit the web page.   http://www.am.dodea.edu/lejeune/BIS/index.htm 

	Homework:

Monday – Thursday:  Read 20 minutes each day and fill in the reading log.  Work on your Native American project a little each day.  It is due a week from Wednesday, October 15. Parents, please sign the homework log each day.  Check your child’s work for accuracy.  Homework is due each morning.  No homework will be assigned on the weekends.  
This week’s special class is music.  
Calendar of events:
10-13 Columbus Day – NO SCHOOL

10-24- First Quarter ends 

10-27-28 – NO SCHOOL Teacher work day and Staff Development day
Severe Weather 
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