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Dear Parents,

I am pleased to have the opportunity to teach your child Algebra I for this school year.  Included in this letter are classroom rules, homework and participation policies, as well as other important information about Algebra I.

Algebra I is offered in the 8th grade to allow students the opportunity to continue into more advanced mathematics classes during high school.  In order to receive high school credit for Algebra I as an 8th grader, the following conditions must be met:

1. Completion of Algebra I with a final grade of 70% or higher

AND

2. Successful performance on the Algebra I End of Course Test

This class will be taught with the same expectations as those of a high school Algebra class.  Within the first few weeks, a student may find that he/she cannot commit the amount of time necessary to successfully complete this course.  If this is the case, the course may be dropped and the student will return to Math 8.

Homework:  Homework will be assigned nightly.  Homework is due the next period that the class meets.  Due to the fact that this is an accelerated class, students should expect a heavier homework load than that of a regular math class.  Late homework must be turned into the student’s homebase teacher before 8am the following day and will be penalized 20%.   Late work due to excused absences will be allotted the same number of days the student was absent to finish the homework assignments and turn them in. When a student is absent, it is recommended that he/she attempt to get assignments either from the teacher or a fellow student so that he/she will not fall too far behind.

Participation/Notebook: Students are expected to participate in all activities and assignments during class.  Each student should have a section in his/her 3 inch-ring binder for Algebra.  All handouts and graded papers will be kept in the 3-ring binder.  Notebook quizzes will be given periodically.  A well-organized notebook will become an excellent resource for students.

Text books

The Discovering Algebra textbooks (and a plethora of other resources) can be accessed online at the website listed below.  ‘Real’ textbooks can be checked out to students upon request.

  
http://www.keymath.com/DA  
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Calculator

It is strongly recommended that Algebra I students purchase either a TI 83 or TI 84 Graphing Calculator for use at home.  If it is not practical to make such a purchase at this time, students can find a ‘virtual’ calculator by visiting the following website and following the directions for downloading a TI- 83 plus calculator on your computer http://ciw.asd.wednet.edu/~jbassett/ti/ . 
Homework Help/Tutoring:

 I will be available for tutoring at the following times: Monday- Friday at 7:00am and afterschool by appointment.  Students are also welcome to call me at home for guidance on homework.   (577-9289)
Grading Categories and Weights: 



Classwork/Homework


25%



Participation/Notebook/Journal

25%



Quizzes




25%



Chapter Test/Projects


25%

Team/School progress reports will be sent home approximately every two weeks.  If parents would like more frequent feedback they may request weekly reports for the Algebra I class.

Please feel free to contact me if questions or concerns arise.




Thank-You




Jennifer Mitchell




jennifer.mitchell@am.dodea.edu
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