Dear Parents,

At long last, here is the first of what will be regular updates about our AVID classes.  These updates will include information that should help you better understand the program as well keeping track of what your child is doing in class.

I would like to remind you that all teams in 7th and 8th grade have their own websites.  These can be accessed from the DoDEA website linked to Brewster Middle School, or simply look at the signature block of the teachers themselves as many of them have listed their website there.  On these websites the weekly homework is published along with important information concerning the team.  Long-term projects and due dates are also listed.  Check these sites regularly to stay up-to-date with subject and team information.  

Currently our AVID students are working on a time management unit.  On Monday of this week, students were given a Time Log to keep track of their activities each day through Sunday.  The idea is to give the students a blueprint of how they spend their time, and where pockets of time exist to be used for academic purposes.  When your child came into AVID, you and he/she signed a contract stating that two hours each night would be dedicated to homework.  This is a combined homework time to include all work the student has to do for that day’s classes.  This Time Log should help you, your child, and me see where he/she can better use the time after school and in the evening to manage everything they have to do.  Many times the teachers get the response “I didn’t have enough time” from a student when he/she is asked why a certain assignment or assignments aren’t completed on time.  When investigated further, often it turns out that two to three hours of the student’s time is spent on the phone, playing computer or video games, or watching TV.  When seen on paper, hopefully the student will realize how much time they waste on non-academic items, and if they were to apply more of that time to academics, they would get assignments completed on time and overall be better prepared for class.  Athletic practices often are the reason students give as to why their work is not finished.  I’ve explained to the students that even if they have a two hour practice a couple of nights a week, and given travel time to and from the practice, that still gives them plenty of time to do homework.  Most students are home from school no later than 3:00/3:30 (or maybe 4:00 if they have stayed after school for an activity).  Most students tell me they don’t go to bed until 9:30/10:00.  That’s about six to seven hours of time away from school.  If you do factor in a practice with travel time, that’s still leaving approximately three to four hours to accomplish that nasty homework!!!  So with the Time Log and a little effort, hopefully students will stop giving excuses that they don’t have enough time to get their work done, and just do the work!!!  I’ve always been amazed at the amount of time students, my own children included, put into making excuses as to why they didn’t do their work.  If they would just stop making excuses, that time could be used to actually do the work!!!

I cannot stress enough the importance of the notebook and planner for our AVID students.  Notebook checks are done on a regular basis based on the rubric score sheet your child has in his/her AVID section of the notebook.  When papers are just stuck inside and not put in their proper places, they get lost and grades are lowered.  Please encourage your child to clean out his/her notebook on a nightly basis.  A good habit to get into is to clean the notebook out or straighten it up every night when homework is finished.  Please check your child’s planner for assignments and information that comes home from the teachers.  Many times important papers are stapled inside, and you need to see them.  Ask to see the planner, but please make sure it gets put back into the notebook.  As part of the notebook check, students will earn extra points if you have signed the assignments each day, and if you verify the two hour homework commitment.

Tutorials are held every Tuesday and Thursday.  These are days when students are to come to class prepared with a tutorial form filled out with questions about what they are having difficulty with in a specific class.  These questions are to be written in Level II or Level III form, and you can ask your child what this means!  He/she has two handouts that explain these Levels.  During the Tutorial, the students work in subject groups to process the questions that will help them arrive at an answer to their questions.  These Tutorials are handed in at the end of the period and are graded by the tutors. They count for 20% of the overall grade.  Two Tutorial grades are given each week.

Learning Logs are also due on Tutorial days.  The 8th graders must complete one Learning Log for each class for each day.  In other words, they are to be completing three Learning Logs per night (they have 2 core subjects and 1 Exploratory each day).  The exception to this is Friday when students have all classes.  They only need to pick one class for that day.  The 7th graders are to have one Learning Log at this time to turn in.  They may pick any class they have between Tutorial days.   Basically, the Learning Log schedule looks like this:

8th Grade:    Tuesday       Learning Logs from Thursday, Friday, Monday classes

                   Thursday      Learning Logs from Tuesday, Wednesday classes

7th Grade:  
  Tuesday       Learning Log for any class from Thursday, Friday, or Monday

                   Thursday      Learning Log for any class from Tuesday or Wednesday.

Beginning with 2nd Quarter, 7th grade students will complete a Learning Log for one class each day.  

Learning Logs are to be completed for classes even if there is a test.  There is a specific Learning Log for Tests/Quizzes which should be used for those particular days.

Students in the 8th grade AVID classes will be taking the PSAT on Wednesday, October 15 beginning at 8:00.  The test will run until about 10:15 and will be held in the State Room.  Students practiced today with sample questions in reading and math.  They will practice again on Friday with writing and math.  You can view information about the test by logging on to this website:       http://www.collegboard.com/student/testing/psat/about.html
Upcoming dates:     October 13            Columbus Day                  No school

October 15            PSAT                              8th Grade             students only

                            October 23           School Pictures                Information to come home via home base

                            October 24           Quarter 1 ends

                            October 27-28      Teacher Workday/Staff Development           No school for students

I hope that this information has been helpful.  I hope to have an update out to parents bi-weekly, but please feel free to contact me at any time with questions or concerns.

Thank you for the opportunity to work with you and your child.  We are off to a great start, and I know things will just continue to move along!!

