Welcome to the 8th Grade!

Dear Parents and Students,

Welcome to the 8th Grade.  This year promises to be a very exciting and challenging year for everyone.

In order to make you aware of our expectations, we request that you read and discuss the attached material.  Included are the Homework and Discipline Policies.  Please sign and return the last two sheets of this packet to the homebase teacher by Monday, August 25, 2008.

Student success will be our primary goal this school year.  Academic progress requires teamwork between home and school.  If a student begins to show signs of underachievement, 8th grade teachers will contact parents.  With this cooperative approach, success will be attained.  We will be in close contact with you concerning the progress of your child.

Thank you for your support,
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Sincerely,






The 8th Grade Teachers






Brewster Middle School

BEARS




LIONS
8TH GRADE HOMEWORK POLICY

Homework is an important part of every student’s instructional program.  According to the U.S. Department of Education there are three types of homework:  practice, preparation, and extension.  

· Practice assignments reinforce newly acquired skills.  
· Preparation assignments help students get ready for activities that will occur in the classroom
· Extension assignments are frequently long term, continuing projects designed to help students achieve curricular standards.  

Team teachers will work together to plan carefully so that students are not overburdened with assignments or projects.  If you have a concern, please contact your child’s teacher.

The 8th grade policy reflects the importance of turning in work on time, but also allows students who fall behind an opportunity to earn some credit for missed work.

In all cases, it is in the child’s best academic interest to complete work on time in order to maintain logical sequencing of objectives and standards.

The 8th grade teams operate on a modified block schedule; therefore, students will usually have at least two days to complete any assignment.  For example, a class that meets on Monday, Wednesday and Friday may assign homework on Monday night that is not actually due until Wednesday, the next time the class meets.  Please encourage your child not to procrastinate.  

Completing work on the day it is assigned gives the student the added benefit of being able to speak with a teacher again to clarify concerns before the work is even due.

 HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS

1. Homework is expected to be turned in the day that it is due.  This due date should be clearly written in ink in the child’s planner.  

2. Homework not completed on the due date may be turned in the following morning to the child’s homebase teacher for 80% credit.  (Under Brewster’s grading scale, the child could still receive a B on the work).

3. Late homework not turned in by the following morning will be given a grade of zero.

4. Absent Students

a. If a student is present when an assignment is given, but absent on the due date, it is due immediately upon the student’s return to school

b. It is always the student’s responsibility to see ALL teachers following an absence to acquire missed work.  The appropriate time to do this is during Advisory ( 7:50-8:25 am)

BOOKBAGS/LOCKERS


His/her home base teacher will assign each student a locker.  Backpacks will not be allowed in the classrooms and must be stored in the locker during the school day.   Gym bags will also not be allowed in academic classes
PROGRESS REPORTS

The 8th grade will be sending home progress reports approximately every two-three weeks.  A list of projected dates is attached to this packet.  Students will be required to PROMPTLY return the progress reports with a parent signature.  In addition, Progress Reports may be available via email.
CLASS REQUIREMENTS

To receive specific information about each teacher’s individual requirements, please attend Open House on September 4, 2008 at 6:00pm. If you are unable to attend Open House, information pertaining to specific subject areas will be sent home upon request.
Team Websites

 A website for each team can be accessed by visiting the Brewster Middle School website, www.am.dodea.edu/lejeune/BMS.  Important information will be posted on the websites and team teachers can be emailed from the website.

Quality of Work Policy

The 8th grade maintains high quality work standards in order to prepare our students for future success.  In order to build these habits, teachers will expect all work to meet basic quality standards.  Work that does not meet standard will be returned to the student to be corrected prior to being graded.  These assignments will be counted as late and should be turned in the following morning to the child’s homebase teacher for partial credit.

Quality work means the following:

· Each assignment is clearly marked with the child’s name, date, and class period.

· The student attempted all problems or portions of the assignment.

· Penmanship is legible.  Only Black ink will be accepted on Language Arts assignments.
· The work is not excessively messy, torn, or stained.

· Regular math work is to be done only in pencil with ALL work shown.  

· In ALL classes, projects, research papers, and other major assignments are typed doubled-spaced with standard margins and title page.

· Typed work is done in a standard publishing font i.e. Times, Arial, Century, etc. NOT Chiller, Curlz, or Edwardian Script.  
· Work on a computer disk is not considered complete.  Students may use student computers in classrooms (when available) to print out assignments before Advisory class if they have printing problems at home.

Thank you for your support in helping us to keep our work quality standards high.  Attention to detail is a habit that will serve your child well throughout their lifetime.  If you have questions or concerns, please contact your child’s homebase teacher.

Thank-you,

The 8th grade Teachers

PLEASE INITIAL AND SIGN THIS SHEET THEN RETURN IT TO YOUR CHILD’S HOMEBASE TEACHER BY Monday, August 25, 2008.

_____I have read the attached packet explaining the policies of 8th grade teams. 

_____ I have received the schedule of dates for 8th grade progress reports.

Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________ Date: _____________

Student Name: _____________________________________Homebase: ____________

Comments: _______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Reliable parent e-mail address (please print clearly): 
____________________________________

· I would be willing to volunteer in the following capacity _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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