Name ________________________________ Date _________ Period _____________

Book Assessment- Due Dec. 1st (2/7) Dec. 2nd (3/8)
Understanding Characters

Reading Assignment: Find a fictional book with an interesting main character. While reading the book, take notes on character traits that he/she exhibits, and list specific examples (include page numbers) of how the character exhibits this trait. These notes will be helpful when working on your written assignment.
Written Assignment: Use the graphic organizers we developed in class to help you compose your written character analysis. This is a formal paper. It must be typed or neatly handwritten. Skip lines on your paper or double-space if you are typing. (Refer to the example on the back of this paper.) The steps below will help you with your writing.
1. Use your graphic organizers and notes from the book to select three characteristics that will help the 
    reader understand both the character and his/her part in the story best. Make sure that you have specific story   

    details that illustrate these characteristics.
2. Develop a main idea for your paper. Using the three major traits you have decided to focus on, write a 
    sentence to introduce your character to the reader. That sentence is your main idea statement. If you character 
    changes, you may need two or more sentences to express your main idea. (Read the following example from 
    the story, The Medicine Bag. At first, martin feels false pride. However, it becomes a true pride after he 
    learns more about his great-grandfather and his heritage.  

3. Don’t forget to skip lines when writing/typing your paper. Remember, your paper should be at least five 

    paragraphs long.

*First Paragraph- Name the title and author of the story and tell what character you are analyzing. State 

                                         your main idea in one or two sentences.


*Middle (or body) Paragraphs- In each paragraph, write about one trait and the details that explain it. 

                                                              Start a new paragraph for each trait. 


*Last Paragraph- Sum up the main points of your paper and restate your main idea. 

4. Get a parent and/or friend to help you revise and edit your work. You can also post your work on your gaggle 

    blog for friends to respond to electronically. 






