

In the prewriting stage, you should gather thoughts and ideas for writing.

Prewriting Strategies:
· Brainstorm (list, table, web, other graphic organizers)

· Research

· Discussion / Debate
· Interview

· Read a book, article, or other text

· Take a field trip

· Guest speaker

· Look through photos or brochures

· Create artwork

· Watch tv, a movie, or video

· Listen to or read musical lyrics




In the drafting stage, you should only worry about getting your thoughts on the paper.

Do:

· Use ideas from your prewriting to create draft

· Skip lines, so that revising and editing is easier

· Understand that you can make improvements later 

· Draw a line through words or phrases you are tempted to erase (This interrupts your thought process. Besides, you might decide you like it later.)

· Return to the prewriting stage or share your work with a friend, if you don’t have enough details
Don’t:

· Constantly erase and rewrite

· Concentrate on spelling and grammatical errors (Draw a line under words you might question. Correct them during the editing process.)
· Be a perfectionist



In the revising stage, you are working to improve the content of your writing.

Questions to ask when Revising:

· Does my writing make sense to me? 
· Could I share it with someone else? Would it make sense to them?

· Could I add more detail or be more descriptive?

· Did I stay on topic?

· Did I use a variety of sentence patterns?

· Are my introduction and conclusion interesting?

· Did I use interesting and varied vocabulary?

· Could I spice up my writing with figurative language (similes, metaphors, personification, etc.)?


In the editing stage, you are looking for errors in your writing.
Some errors to look for in your writing:

· Complete thoughts
· Capitalization

· Punctuation 
· Grammar
· Spelling
· Use of commas
· Use of homophones
· Word usage
· Apostrophes in contractions and possessives
· Indenting/ separating paragraphs
· Run-on sentences
· Etc.



In the publishing stage, you decide how you will use your writing.

Some ideas for publishing are:

· make a book 
· create a poster
· send it to a newspaper or magazine
· use it as a blog on gaggle
· create a writing forum with friends
· make a movie or video
· share it with someone else
· make it into a song, rap, or poem
· create a PowerPoint
· mat and frame it for display

