
Literary Terms


Genre


fiction- something imagined or invented


non-fiction- a story or article which is true


biography- a story about someone’s life written by someone else


autobiography- a story about someone’s life written by that person 


exposition- writing that explains


narrative- writing that tells a story


Story Elements


character- a person, animal, etc. in a play, novel, story, etc.


plot- the sequence of action or events in a story


setting- where and when a story takes place


tone- attitude or feeling in the story


theme- subject or message being written about


point of view- the perspective from which a writer tells a story


climax- the highest point of tension in a story


dialogue-conversation in a story


foreshadow- warning of something which has not happened yet


flashback- a break in the story action that relates to something that happened in the past


antagonist- person against the main character in a story


protagonist- the character in a story


Figurative Language


personification- an animal, object, or idea is given human characteristics


simile- a comparison using “like” or “as”


metaphor- a comparison which does not use “like” or “as”


hyperbole- an obvious exaggeration used for emphasis


onomatopoeia- a literary device where words imitate sounds


Poetry


Haiku- a form of poetry with three lines and 17 syllables. This type of poetry originated in Japan and is usually about nature.


Ballad- a poem, often a song, which tells a story in simple verse


stanza- a group of lines in a poem set apart by blank lines


refrain- a line which is repeated in each verse of a poem


couplet- two lines of a poem in which the last word of each rhyme


prose- an ordinary form of written or spoken language


alliteration- repetition of the same first letter in a line of poetry

















