Back to the Basics
*How do I find the subject and predicate of a sentence?

Simple Subject- The simple subject of a sentence must be a noun or a pronoun that tells who or what the sentence is about. (When there are two or more simple subjects in a sentence, then it is called a simple sentence with a compound subject.) 

Noun- person, place, thing, or idea


Pronoun- takes the place of a noun

Simple Predicate- The simple predicate of a sentence must be a verb (action), linking verb (state of being), or verb phrase (helping verb and action verb). (When there are two or more simple predicates in a sentence, then it is called a simple sentence with a compound predicate.)

verb- a word that shows action


helping verb- a word that must stand with a verb to show action


linking verb- a word that stands alone and represents a state of being

            verb phrase- helping verb and verb working together to show action

The simple predicate in a sentence may be:
1. A word or phrase that tells what action is taking place (action verb or verb phrase). 

Ex.  The other day, my mom took me to play at the park. 

    
        Afterwards, we are going to the school play.
2. A word that links the subject to a word (usually an adjective) that renames or describes the subject (linking verb).  

Ex.  The scent of the beautiful flowers is sweet.  Sweet is an adjective describing the scent. Therefore, is is a linking verb.
Are you having trouble finding the simple subject and simple predicate in a question?

Remember, questions are usually just statements written backwards. The subject is often found between the helping verb and main verb in a question. 
Ex.  Are you going to the store?   
you is the simple subject






are going is the simple predicate

*How do I decide whether a group of words is a sentence that is written correctly? 
1. capitalization- If it does not begin with a capital letter it can not be correct! This is the easiest mistake to find.

2. punctuation- The sentence must have the correct punctuation. If it is asking a question (expecting a response), then it should end with a question mark. 

3. Locate simple subject and predicate. If it does not have a simple subject and/or predicate, then it is a fragment, or an incomplete thought.

4. If the sentence expresses two complete thoughts, they must be joined by a comma and a conjunction. If not, it is a run-on sentence.    
*Run-on Sentences
What is a run-on sentence?

A run-on sentence is a group of words that expresses two complete thoughts that are not joined by a comma and conjunction. 

What steps will help me decide whether a group of words is a run-on sentence?

1. Place parenthesis around what seems to be the two complete thoughts.

2. Underline subject once and verb twice in each thought. 

3. If there is not a subject and verb in both thoughts, then it is not a run-on sentence. It is more than likely a simple sentence with a compound predicate.

4. If there is a subject and verb in both thoughts, then the thoughts must be joined with a comma and conjunction. 

· If they are not joined with a comma and conjunction, then the sentence is a run-on sentence. 

· If they are correctly joined with a comma and conjunction, then it is a compound sentence.   

How do I correct a run-on sentence?

There are two options for correcting run-on sentences. 

1. Divide the two complete thoughts into two complete sentences. 

2. Connect the two complete thoughts using a comma and the correct conjunction.

but- usually used when telling how things are different

and- usually used when there is a similar relationship between two things

or- usually used when there is a choice between two things  

*Recognizing Errors in Subject/ Verb Agreement

First, underline the simple subject once and the simple predicate twice. Watch out for compound subjects. 

· If the subject is singular, the verb should end in s.

· If the subject is plural, the verb should not end in s.

· If it has a compound subject, the verb should not end in s.
*Prepositions

Watch out for phrases that begin with these words when choosing the simple subject and predicate of a sentence. They will not be in prepositional phrases.


1. Preposition, Preposition 


    Starting with an A.


    (Fast)


    aboard, about, above,


    across, after, against,


    (Slow)


    along, among, around, at.


2. Preposition, Preposition


    Starting with a B.


    (Fast)


    before, behind, below,


   beneath, beside, between, 


    (Slow)


    beyond, but, by.








3. Preposition, Preposition


    Starting with a D.


    down (slow & long),


    during (snappy).


4. Preposition, Preposition


    Don’t go away.


    Go to the middle


    And see what we say.


    E-F-I and L-N-O


    except, for, from,


    in, inside, into,


    like, 


    near, of, off,


    on, out, outside, over.








5. Preposition, Preposition


    Almost through.


    Start with P and end with W.


    past, since, through,


    throughout, to, toward,


    under, underneath,


    until, up, upon,


    with, within, without.


6. Preposition, Preposition 


    Easy as can be.


    We’re all finished,


    And aren’t you pleased?


    We’ve just recited 


    All 49 of these.











