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Dear Parents,

I am so glad that you and your child have decided to be a part of our band!  Welcome to Intermediate/Advanced Band!  As in the past, we will strive to improve performance skills through the use of methods books and band literature.   Intermediate Band students will begin studying music history, music theory, ear training, and composition.  

 Intermediate Band students will use the next level of method book from last year, Essential Elements 2000 level 2 (red level), while Advanced Band students will use level 3, Essential Technique (green level).  Although the school will provide books to the students, I recommend strongly that you purchase your own book as they will need to write in them and may want to keep them at the end of the year.  They can be purchased at any music store or through me by September 15 for $7.00 ($15.00 for percussion).  Please make checks out to Beverly Goehring.  You are encouraged to upgrade your child’s instrument to a more advanced model.  Please call me to help with this process.  

Intermediate Band students are required to practice at least 20 minutes per day.  Advanced Band students are required to practice at least 30 minutes per day.  Please encourage your child to practice as much as he/she can, at least the minimum required minutes per week.  Practice records are a part of each student’s grade and will reflect on their progress reports and report cards.  
It is very important that all of the rules in this handbook be followed by both the parent and the child.  Please read the following, sign the slip and return it back to me as soon as possible.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.  I am looking forward to working with you and your child.

Sincerely,

Beverly Goehring

Director of Bands, Brewster Middle School

910-451-2561 ext. 282

Beverly.goehring@am.dodea.edu
2008-2009 Intermediate and Advanced Band 
Policies and Procedures
Band Room
1. The band room will be open at 7:30 for students to bring their instruments and will be open again at 2:25 for students to get their instruments to take home.  Students who do not wish to bring their instrument to the band room may keep it with them with parent permission (a note is required) and also with teacher permission if it is a larger instrument.
2. The band room is to be kept neat and orderly.  No gum, candy, food, or drink is allowed open.

3. Enter and exit the band room quickly and quietly.

4. Only band students are allowed in the band room.

Equipment
1. Each student will be assigned an instrument locker to keep his/her instrument and music in.  These lockers will be cleaned out periodically.  Use only your locker.

2. All school-owned equipment is to be treated with respect (including stands, chairs, percussion equipment, etc).  If it is not yours, do not touch it.

3. Do no take anything out of any one else’s locker.  This includes drum sticks, music instruments, etc.

4. Any student using a school owned instrument (ex. Tuba, bassoon, etc) will be required to sign an agreement form.  The parent will also be required to sign this form saying they agree to take care of the instrument.  Each student using a school owned instrument will be required to get his/her own mouthpiece for sanitation purposes.

5. Students will bring the following with them everyday to band:  instrument, band book, three-ring binder, and paper & pencil.  Failure to bring these things will result in a loss of participation points.

Music
1. Music will be passed out periodically so that we can learn it or just practice it.  Originals are not to be taken home.  I will always make copies so you can write on them if necessary.  You will be told when you can or cannot take music home.

2. Folders may be assigned sometime during the year.  It will have a number on it.  You will be responsible for anything missing or damaged in the folder.  Again, please do not take original pieces of music.

3. Lost music will be replaced for a $1 fee.  You are expected to keep up with your music and bring it to class every day.

4. You will be assigned a book, Essential Elements 2000 (Intermediate Band=Red Book, Advanced Band=Green Book).  If you would like to purchase your own book, which is highly recommended, they can either be bought at any music store or I will be taking orders until September 15.  Please make checks to Beverly Goehring.  They are $7.00 for any wind instrument or $15.00 for percussion.  We will work out of the book about every day.  Bring the book to class every day.

5. Do not borrow anyone else’s book.

6. Lost books are $7.00 ($15.00 for percussion) to replace.  You will not be assigned another book until the lost one is paid for.  
7. You will need a 1/2” binder with page protectors or a music folder, which can be purchased from any music store, for your music.  It is an easy way to keep up with your music and make sure it stays safe.

Instruments
1. All students will be required to bring their instrument with them to class every day unless they have been told otherwise by the band director.  Failure to bring your instrument will result in a loss of participation points for the day.  Students without instruments will be given a written assignment to be completed during class.  Parents will be contacted for students who repeatedly do not bring their instrument to class.  
2. Students are to use their own instruments.
3. Saxophone and clarinet players need to have at least 4 reeds with them at all times.  They can be purchased at one of the local music stores, at the student store, or from me ($2.50 a piece) at the beginning of the class.  No reed=no instrument.
4. Brass players need to have valve oil with them at all times.

Other specifics for each instrument are as follows:


~Flute:  cleaning rod, cleaning cloth, key oil


~Clarinet:  cleaning cloth, key oil, cork grease


~Saxophone:  end plug (with cleaning rod is usually best), cork grease


~Brass:  slide grease, clean dry cloth


~Trombone:  spray bottle with water


~Percussion:  sticks

I also have cork grease and valve oil for sale for $2.00 each.  These can be bought at the beginning or end of the class or day.

5. Valve oil, key oil, and cork grease are not to be abused.  They will not be squirted on anyone or on the floor.  They are to be used appropriately and sparingly.  You will be told how to take care of your instrument during the first couple of weeks of school.

6. Instruments may need repairing at some point and can be taken to the store where your instrument was bought or to Mr. Ray Silvia at Musiccraft on Gum Branch Road.  

Other Belongings
1. Other belongings (i.e. books, gym clothes, lunch, etc) will be placed on the table in the band room, not kept with you at your seat.  Do not take anything that doesn’t belong to you.

2. Anything left in the band room will be periodically cleaned out.  There is a lost and found box at the office.  Check there if you think you left something in the band room and it is not there.

Practicing
1. Practicing is essential when playing an instrument.  Practice records are due every Friday.  It is a homework grade.

2. A completed practice record is to be signed by a parent in order for the student to get credit for practicing.

3. Practice minutes are as follows:

Beginning Band:  100 minutes per week (15 minutes per day)

Intermediate Band:  140 minutes per week (20 minutes per day)

Advanced Band:  210 minutes per week (30 minutes per day)

This is a minimum.  To get a grade of 100, the minimum number of minutes must be practiced.  Anything over the minimum will be counted as extra credit.

4. When practicing, practice the assignments for the day.  Do not worry about getting it perfect at home.  Work on notes at home.  We will work on whole band ideas as school.  Also, you will need to practice any music we may be working on for a concert.  Practice is for home, we put it together at school!

5. Find a good place to practice at home free of distractions (i.e. radio, TV, etc).

Performances
1. All performances are mandatory.  If a student does not come to a performance that he/she is involved in, they will automatically fail for the quarter.  A few exceptions to that general rule are sickness or death in the family.   Please call me if a student is not going to be at a concert.

2. An alternate assignment will be made if a student is excused from a concert.  He/she will have a specific time that assignment is due.  If that assignment is not completed, then the student will fail for the quarter.

3. Students will wear the following for all performances:

Boys:  black (dark) pants, white button-up shirt (no T-shirts), tie, dark shoes, dark socks
Girls:  black (dark) pants/skirt (skirt must be knee length or longer), white shirt (no T-shirts), dark shoes, black or nude stockings
4. Dress rehearsals will be called before performances.  They will usually be during school hours.

5. Occasionally, I will need to call an after school practice.  These are mandatory and you will be given plenty of notice ahead of time.

Grading
1. Grading will be as follows:

40% participation

25% practice records
20% tests (playing tests and written)
10% effort/improvement*

5% classwork/homework*

*These percentages may vary by 5%

2. Participation includes bringing materials to class (instrument, music, pencil, sticks, etc), coming to rehearsals and performances, good attitude, and actual participating in class.

3. Tests and quizzes include playing tests and written tests.

4. Practice records are due every Friday and are a major part of improving.
5. The letter grades are as follows:

A=90-100

B=80-89

C=70-79

D=60-69

F=59 or below

General Information
1. Entering for class:

When a student enters for class, he/she is to follow this procedure:

1. come in quickly and quietly

2. put belongings on table

3. get instrument from band locker

4. sit in assigned seat

5. look at the board to see the day’s agenda and get music in order
6. wait quietly for class to begin

            At no time should a student begin playing alone.  PRACTICE AT HOME!

2. Exiting class:

When class is over, the following procedure is to be observed:

1. pack up instruments when told to do so

2. put instrument in locker

3. clean up area

4. get belongings from table

5. dismiss when the teacher dismisses, not the clock

3. Planners should be brought to class every day!

4. Raise your hand to speak out in class.

5. Students may get water at the beginning or end of class only.

6. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.

7. Show respect to all classmates and adults.  Disrespect will not be tolerated.

Behavior
Band students are expected to display the highest level of appropriate student behavior at all times.  The band will represent our entire school to the community.  Students are expected to be responsible, respectful, and self-disciplined.  Students who are suspended from school or assigned more than one In-School suspension as a result of inappropriate behavior may not be eligible to participate in extra-curricular band functions.  

Opportunities
Intermediate and Advanced Band students will have the opportunity to participate in several fun and rewarding events throughout the year.  In October, there will be a daytime only concert; in November, we participate in the Patriotic Show; in January, All –District Auditions are held; in March, we participate in the Eastern District Concert Band Festival; in the spring, we visit the elementary schools to perform for the 5th graders.  Other opportunities may become available throughout the year.
Consequences
1. First offense:  verbal warning

2. Other offenses:  time out, parent contact, principal’s office

3. If an offense is so sever, the student may go straight to the principal’s office.

Rewards
1. Positive feedback

2. Student of the Week award

3. Positive phone calls home

Concert Dates
Please put the following dates on your calendar and plan to attend!

November 14, 2008-Patriotic Show-Daytime performance only!  Parents are invited to attend.

December 11, 2008-Winter Concert-Dress rehearsal will be held in the morning with a night time concert.  Parents and family members are welcome to attend either performance.

March 3, 2009-Festival Concert-Daytime performance only!  Parents are invited to attend.

May 7, 2009-Spring Concert-Dress rehearsal will be held in the morning with a night time concert.  Parents and family members are welcome to attend either performance.
Please sign, date and return this page to the band teacher as soon as possible.
I have read the band handbook with my child and agree to all of the terms herein.

Parent signature____________________________________
Date______________

Parent name (print) _________________________________

Student signature___________________________________

Student name (print) _________________________________

Parent email address:__________________________________________

Home phone number________________________

Cell Phone number_________________________
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