Language Arts Syllabus 2008-2009
· What materials are recommended for this class?

1. 1 – 4 inch D ring binder with dividers (to share with other classes)

2. A supply of pencils and  black pens

3. A supply of Loose leaf Notebook paper for homework 

4. A library book to read

· As a student, what responsibilities do I have in this class?

1. It is the student's responsibility to be respectful to the teacher and others.

2. It is the student's responsibility to bring materials and assignments to class on time.

3. It is the student's responsibility to write lesson objectives and homework assignments in student planner everyday.

4. It is the student's responsibility to be in class everyday. 

5. It is the student's responsibility to make-up missed notes, class work, and homework assignments. 

6. It is the student's responsibility to independently read at least 18 books and due appropriate assessments.

· What are the independent book assessments?

Independent reading is a part of a well-rounded Language Arts Program. Students at Brewster Middle school and throughout the Department of Defense Middle School System are required to read at least 25 books each year. * Books must be appropriate reading level for student. **Dates are subject to change.

Students will be required to do several of the following:

Written

1. Typed Literary Elements book report (Minimum 1 page, double-spaced)

2. Pick three quotes from book and explain how they relate to the story

3. A note from parent stating that you have read the book (*Parent signature required) *This option may only be used once! Must be permitted by teacher prior to due date.

Oral

4. Oral presentation with visual aide

5. Interview with teacher

Technology

6. Multi-media presentation (i.e. PowerPoint Presentation)

7. Reading Counts Quiz on the school computer

Note: Use grading rubric for expectations.

· What dates must I turn in my independent Book Assessments/SSR Book Assessments for Language Arts Class? (*Book must be of appropriate reading level for student.) Dates are subject to change.

*Teacher will assign a specific assignment for each date. For example, Sept. 22-23 the Book Assessment due is an Oral Presentation with a visual aide. (Poster)

Sept. 8-9 SSR Book Assessment (orally)
Sept. 22-23 Independent Book Assessment (Assignment due)
Oct. 6-7  Reading Counts Quiz
Oct 20-21 Reading Counts Quiz
Nov. 3-4 Independent Book Assessment (Assignment due)
Nov. 17-18 SSR Book Assessment (orally)
Dec. 1-2 Independent Book Assessment (Assignment due) 

Dec. 15-16 Reading Counts Quiz

Jan. 12-13 Reading Counts Quiz
Jan. 26-27 Independent Book Assessment (Assignment due)
Feb. 9-10 SSR Book Assessment (orally)


Feb. 23-24 Independent Book Assessment (Assignment due)
March 9-10 Reading Counts Quiz
March 23-24 Independent Book Assessment (Assignment due)

April 6-7 SSR Book Assessment (orally)
April 27-28 Reading Counts Quiz
May 11-12 SSR Book Assessment (orally)
May 26-27 Reading Counts Quiz
· What are *SSR Book Assessments?

Students will independently read books throughout the school year during SSR.  Each student must read a book on their appropriate reading level. These books are to be non-fiction only.

Students will orally present (no written requirements) their SSR Book Assessment during SSR class at the teacher’s discretion. The student must be able to: 

· Name the genre.

· Describe the setting.

· Describe the main characters and identify their role in the novel.

· Summarize the plot. Give some details of the conflict that occurred and how it was resolved.

· Identify the theme. 

The SSR teacher will complete and sign a form stating that the student has given the SSR Book Assessment Presentation. It is the student’s responsibility for turning in the signed form to their Language Arts teacher.

*This is in addition to the 12 scheduled Book Assessments previously discussed. Students are required to read at least 25 novels from a variety of genres as stated in DODEA Standard E1a.

( What are the writing requirements in this class?



Students are expected to write organized and well formed paragraphs. Students will continue to perfect the writing process for planning, writing, editing, revising, and publishing purposes.  The parts of a piece of writing must include: an introduction, body (development of ideas with supporting details) and conclusion; with conventions for various forms of writing. Students will produce various types of writing to include: report of information, narrative procedure, response to literature, fictional or autobiographical narrative, and persuasive essays.  Students will also focus on the purpose of writing, various audiences, and context as well as style, tone, and stance. 

· What is the grading scale for this class?

100-90 A                     25%      Class Participation/Classwork

89-80 B                     20%      Tests/Quizzes

79-70 C                     15%      Homework

69-60 D                     25%      Book Assessments

Below 60              F    
          15%      Writing         

        
· How do I head my paper in this class?

	                                                                                                         Name (First and Last)

                                                                                                                                 Date

                                                                                                      Subject (Language Arts)

                                                                                                                            Period #

                                                                                                                          Assignment

	

	


· http://www.am.dodea.edu/lejeune/bms/  Check out our school website for more information about assignments! Click Pelicans. Feel free to email us with questions or comments; just click on the email link. I look forward to working with you. This will be a fantastic year! Thank you.

