Autobiographical Essay Grading Rubric
	Key Elements
	40
	35
	30

	Introduction
	The introduction is inviting.  Student introduces self and when and where he/she was born in an interesting way without just giving the place and date.  Student uses a simile in describing his/her personality.  
	The introduction is inviting.  The introduction includes some but not all of the necessary components of introducing self.  
	Introduction is minimal.  

The following were used:  

My name is…..

I am going to tell you….

Hello…….

This is about…….
Avoid the above phrases.

	Mechanics (Text Information)
	Grammar, spelling, punctuation, and capitalization are correct. 

*No errors were evident in the text.
	Majority of the text uses proper grammar, punctuation, and spelling. The errors do not take away from the flow of the paper.  
	Grammar, spelling, and punctuation errors are evident and take away from the flow of the paper. 
(OR)

*ten or more errors found

	Organization of individual paragraphs and transitions between paragraphs
	Well-planned; ideas are properly organized in each paragraph with a clear beginning, middle, and ending

*transition words used

The project flows well, keeps the attention of the audience, and is very interesting. Excellent preparation and delivery.
	Ideas thought out with some order but have some unclear relationships between sentences and/or paragraphs. 

Majority of project flows well and is interesting. 

*adequate preparation and delivery
	Events are confusing or out of order.  

*difficulty communicating ideas 

The following phrases were used:
I am going to tell you…

This paragraph is about…

This paper is about….

Avoid the above phrases!

	Sentence structure

and vocabulary use.
	varied sentence structure with all complete sentences; words are varied and vivid 

	simple complete sentences with little variety;

mostly routine words
	run-ons, fragments, and/or awkward phrasing which makes it difficult to read;

same words used over and over again

	Conclusion Paragraph
	Writer brings the paper to a clear end in an interesting way.  The student has established clear goals for the future.  The writer uses a quote and connects it to him/herself.  
	Writer attempts to bring the paper to an end.  Goals for the future are somewhat unclear.  A quote is included but is not connected to the writer.  
	Conclusion is minimal and does not include the necessary components of bringing the paper to an end.  The student ended the paper by writing:  the end; I told you; now I am finished with this autobiography.


Points will also be deducted for each paragraph that does not contain a minimum of 8 sentences.  
20 points will be deducted for each missing paragraph.

Final grade on typed paper_________________                      /counts as 2 grades (homework and test)
Rough draft-     ____________/ 100 (counts as class work grade)
Editing sheets- ____________/ 20 (counts as a class work grade)
Parent Signature:_______________________________Date:_______________
Parents,

I am asking for your assistance with the autobiographies.  As your child writes the autobiographical essay, he/she will learn the process of writing which includes prewriting through brainstorming and outlining, creating a rough draft, and editing/revising.  Demonstrating the use of process writing is a standard for 6th grade and includes multiple steps and informed feedback.  In addition to self editing and revising, children also need to learn how to seek the assistance of other knowledgeable people when writing something of importance.  Each suggestion given to a student during this process teaches him/her to be a better writer.  With the collaboration between home and school plus the amount of effort the students put toward this project, this will be a good work sample to enclose in the student’s folders that will follow them to 7th grade.  Therefore, I will not be sending the autobiographies home, but the students will be able to look at them to see the comments I make.  On the other side of this letter, you will find the rubric that will be used for grading the autobiographies.  If you have any questions or concerns, please let me know.  
Thank you for your support,
Mrs. Vanderwerf
