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Introduction 
	The introduction contains an effective attention grabber, issue statement, and gives two arguments to support the issue.  
The introduction is complete with at least 5 sentences.  All information is relevant to the issue and the introduction component.   
	The introduction clearly states the main topic and previews the structure of the paper.  A key component for the introduction is missing
(and/or)

introduction only contains 4 sentences.


	The introduction states the main topic, but does not adequately preview the structure of the paper.   More effort is needed in grabbing the reader’s attention.  
(and/or)

introduction only contains 3 sentences.
	There is no clear introduction of the main topic or structure of the paper, more effort is needed in gaining the reader’s attention,

(and/or)

introduction only contains 2 sentences.



	 Argument paragraphs/body 
	Two clear, relevant, different arguments are made with excellent support.   Topic sentences are clear.   It is evident the writer put a great deal of thought into this topic.  Persuasive techniques are evident.  Each body paragraph contains at least 8 sentences.  
	Two different arguments are given with relevant support.  Topic sentences may need work.  Persuasive techniques are attempted. 
Each body paragraph contains at least 8 sentences.   
	Two arguments are given with support.  Arguments may be weak or too similar.  Support may need to be more persuasive.   Some parts may be confusing.  

Minimum sentence requirement may not have been met in all paragraphs, but each paragraph has least 6 sentences. 
	More effort is needed in creating effective arguments The support is somewhat confusing.   Evidence of persuasive techniques may be missing.  
Minimum sentence requirement may not have met, 5 or less sentences in at least one of the paragraphs.  

	Conclusion paragraph
	The writer effectively sums up the arguments for the issue highlighting the most important one.  A now or never statement and a call to action are included.  At least one definitive word or phrase is used.  The letter is brought to a clear close.  
	The writer restates the arguments and the issue but may not have included other necessary components of a persuasive conclusion.
	Attempt is made at bringing the letter to a close but concluding statement and/or personal opinion may be weak.
	More effort is needed.  The reader is left somewhat confused about the topic and arguments.  

	Sequencing (Organization) 
	There is a smooth flow between paragraphs with correct use of transition words.  Details are placed in a logical order within paragraphs, and the way they are presented effectively keeps the interest of the reader. 
	Paragraphs are placed in a logical order, and a smooth transition between paragraphs is clearly attempted.  Details are placed in a logical order, but the way in which they are presented/introduced sometimes makes the writing less clear. 
	Transition between paragraphs is choppy.

Some details are not in a logical or expected order, and this distracts the reader. 
	Many details are not in a logical or expected order. More effort needed in organization of ideas.   

	grammar, spelling, & mechanics 

Word Choice/ sentence structure/ Tone/ Audience awareness
	Writer makes no errors in grammar, spelling, and/or mechanics that distract the reader from the content. 

It is clear who the audience is.  Sentences are complete and structure is varied.  Writer maintains a consistent persuasive tone throughout letter.  

Word Choice is effective for persuasive writing.
	Writer makes 3 or less errors in grammar, spelling, and/or mechanics that distract the reader from the content. 

Letter is consistent and accurate in three of these areas. 
Word choice

Sentence structure

Tone

Audience awareness
	Writer makes 6 or less errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 

Letter is consistent and accurate in two of these areas.
Word choice

Sentence structure

Tone

Audience awareness
	Writer makes more than 6 errors in grammar, spelling, and/or mechanics that distract the reader from the content. 
More effort is needed in the areas of word choice, sentence structure, tone, and audience awareness.  


