Instructions for Writing a Biography 

Wolf Team – Ms. Albertson 

Due Date – Dec. 1-2, 2008
Here are some tips for you to follow. Try them out!

1. Select a person you care about. You may either like or dislike your subject, but it is important that you "feel" strongly one way or the other. If you're not interested in the person, you won't enjoy the process of researching and writing about her/him. 

2. Research your subject thoroughly. Read newspaper, magazine, and Internet articles, or an autobiography; listen to tapes and/or videos. Keep all the notes you take. 

3. Research the historical time period in which your subject lived and did her/his work 

4. Keep general reference books available — an atlas, dictionary, almanac, historical time line, and others. Use these to add colorful details to the individual's story. 

5. Be objective about your subject. Tell the truth based on your findings. Don't bury the person's failures because you like her/him, and don't put a negative slant on a fact because you don't like the person. Good biographies are well-balanced, objective representations of a person's life and work. Be honest. 

6. Be as accurate as possible. After writing the first draft, fact-check all the data again. 

7. Write in a clear and convincing way. If you don't believe what you're writing, neither will your reader. 

8. Tell a good story. Keep your readers interested. Add “flavor” wherever you can.  Remember the two biographies we read together about Fredrick Douglass and how the second one was so much more interesting.

Let's get started!
Just follow these three steps.

1. Pick a Subject
Choose someone you really want to write about. Choose someone who had had an impact on society or the world.  Check out the list of brainstorming ideas you created with your partner to choose a subject.

2. Ask Questions
Brainstorm a list of questions about this person. Here are a few samples to help get you started:

· Where was this person born? In what year? 

· Where did this person grow up? 

· What does/did this person do for a living? 

· Why is this person famous? What did/does this person do to become famous? 

· How has this person made an impact on others' lives? 

Depending on the subject of your biography, your questions may vary. Think about what you really want to know about the person. As you research, record your questions, answers, and the sources you used, such as newspapers, books, and Web sites, in which you found answers.  You may want to record your notes and sources on notecards.

3.  Answer Questions
Use a variety of sources to find answers to your questions. Suggestions: Internet, books, an encyclopedia, newspaper and magazine articles, interviews, documentaries, or other sources.

Now that you' have a list of facts, you are ready to write your biography. A good biography tells about a person's life by focusing on one incident that defines who she or he is.
Include a Bibliography – Need Help?  Check out these sites

www.easybib.com
www.factmonster.com
