Novel – The Giver

Class – Language Arts

Time Frame – 1 month
Welcome to the overview of our class novel!  For the next month we will be working on the novel, The Giver, by Lois Lowery.  This will require you to use your imagination, employ your comprehension skills, stay organized and be a dependable group member.

There are several parts to our novel study.

1. Daily Reading:  Each day you will read the assigned chapters and complete your double entry journal for each chapter.  It is important that you keep up with the reading assignments so that you may participate in the class activities and be successful on the Daily Quizzes, but please don’t read ahead.  It will be difficult for you and your group to be on task and thorough with assignments if you do.

2. Double Entry Journals:  As you read you will use the double entry journaling method to keep brief notes about the facts in the story and respond with quotes, questions and comments.  (Tip- Sometimes I will allow you to use these journals when you take your quiz, so make sure they’re ready.)

3. Activities:   Throughout the month we will be completing terrific literature activities in class, based on our understanding of the novel.  Be prepared!

4. Daily Quizzes: Each day you will take a short quiz on the assigned reading from the last class and the homework assignment.  (Tip - These quizzes are multiple choice and pretty easy, if you have read the material.  This is a great way to bring up your Language Arts grade.)  

5. Literature Circle Group Discussions:  Three times during the month you will participate in small group seminars where you will identify key words, discuss the novel, offer insights into character motivation, and make connections to the real world.  To be prepared for this group discussion, you will complete the “Group Meeting” form in advance.  Check the attached calendar to make sure you are prepared and are able to contribute.  Grades will be given for participation and form completion.  In addition, your group mates will evaluate your involvement in each meeting.

6. Novel Project:  Each group will complete a project on the novel.  Students will be given time in class and the computer lab to work on this, but it will be your responsibility to complete a project that is cohesive, involves all group members and is a true representation of the knowledge learned from the book.  (For details see the attached “Novel Project Instructions)

Good luck and let’s get started!

