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Social Studies





             This month, we will be reading stories and discussing the important work of Martin Luther King, Jr.  We will also take some time to review classroom rules and fair treatment of each other.
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U.P.S.E.


JPS students are involved in a daily problem solving activity called U.P.S.E.  Some of this is done in whole group lessons and some independently.  The acronym stands for a process we teach students to use when solving mathematical problems.  U- Understand, P-Plan, S- Solve, and E- Explain.  Research has shown that children who are engaged in meaningful problem solving develop basic skills, higher-order thinking skills, and a repertoire of problem-solving strategies.  Children make sense of mathematical ideas by actively engaging in solving a variety of rich mathematical problems. Ask your child what problem he/she solved today!











Science


Our eyes will turn upward this month as we study the day and night sky.  We will examine the objects that can be seen in the sky.  We’ll observe how the sun and moon appear to move across the sky and then try to discover why.  We will also spend some time studying planets, stars, and constellations.  Take some time to go out with your child on nights that aren’t too cold and look for constellations and other celestial objects.




















Notes from the teachers


     Happy New Year and welcome back!  We hope that everyone had a safe and happy holiday.  We are all ready to get back into a routine at school and we’re sure that you are ready for that too!   	


     If you have had any changes in contact information, please let us know immediately.  It is important that we can reach parents in the event of an emergency.


     Report cards will be sent home on January 30.  We will not have parent conferences for this term.  However, if you have questions or concerns after reading your child’s report card, please let us know and we can schedule a time to meet.  You can also just give us a call or email.
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Important Dates





January 19  	Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday- no school.


January 22	Picture day- class and make-up pictures


January 23  	Teacher workday


January 30 	Report cards  sent home


February 5	100th day of school


February 16	Presidents Day- no school 


February 26-27 early dismissal 12:45
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