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Good readers apply many strategies before, during and after reading to make sense of what they are reading. Using the example, Goldilocks and the Three Bears… good readers:

1.  make connections.

For example: Once I ate really hot soup!  I think porridge might be like oatmeal.  
2. ask questions.

For example: I wonder if Goldilocks’ mom knew she was at the house of the bears?
3. decide what’s important.

For example:  Was the color of Goldilocks’ hair important to the story?
4.  make inferences.

For example:  Goldilocks must have been hungry to help herself to someone else’s food.

5. make predictions.


For example: I bet the bears are going to be very angry when they get home and find a broken chair.
6. visualize.

For example: Draw a picture of the bear’s house. Show the three bowls, three chairs and three beds. Be sure to add other important details you think you might see in a bear’s house; like honey pots!
7. summarize.
For example: Goldilocks was a rude girl.  She ate all baby bear’s porridge, she broke his chair and then she snooped around upstairs and decided to take a nap in his bed!  When the bear family came home they were shocked to see an empty bowl of porridge, a broken chair and a girl sleeping upstairs! They woke up Goldilocks and she ran out of the house!
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Another way to summarize – is to use a graphic organizer.  There are

many variations on how to visually organize information.  This is 


is a common graphic organizer called a web.
8. ask more questions:

· What does it all mean?

· What is the big idea?

· Are all the questions answered?

· What are the lessons that I should learn?

· What do I think about this book?
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Ouch! Too hard!








