	COURSE TITLE: World Geography 7
	GRADE LEVEL: 7

	CODE: SSC101
	COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks


Major Concepts/Content: The world geography 7 course is designed to build on the background of geographical and cultural studies presented in the fourth grade and the historical development of cultures presented in the sixth grade. Students in the seventh grade course begin to look in-depth at given regions of the world, with an emphasis on physical geography. The program is multidisciplinary, drawing from all the social sciences, with the geography of the host nation used to validate geographic concepts. The seventh grade course of study places emphasis on the following regions: North and South America; Europe; Africa, Oceania; Australia-New Zealand; and Antarctica.  

Major Instructional Activities: A variety of instructional activities will be used to expand the perspectives of the geographical and cultural studies learned in the fourth grade and the historical development of cultures learned in the sixth grade. Students will study earth movement and forms from globes; use maps and graphs to study geographic patterns; research information on major geographic regions; report orally and in writing the information interpreted through research and maps; construct maps; and assume responsibility for information received through lectures, group work, and in-class activities.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will be comprised of vocabulary tests, map skills assessments, projects, essay tests, unit and chapter textbook examinations, and oral and written reports.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the world geography 7 course, students should be able to: 

· Study earth movement and forms from globes.

· Learn map characteristics and rotation devices.

· Identify and use different map projections.

· Distinguish natural and political features on maps.

· Use maps to study geographic and human patterns.

· Identify all forms of topography in a region.

· Use maps to obtain and explain information.

· Identify major geographic regions and countries.

· Use charts and graphs to interpret map information.

· Construct maps using standard notation devices.

	COURSE TITLE: World Regions
	GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

	CODE: SSC301
	COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks


Major Concepts/Content: The world regions/cultures course is designed to study other cultures so students can understand the global community in which they live. Students develop skills necessary to analyze change and continue the study of cultures and geography begun in the sixth and seventh grades. An overview of physical geographic concepts and skills is basic to this course. Its emphasis is on the cultures of the Southwest Asia (Middle East), Africa, South Asia, Central Asia, East Asia, Southeast Asia, and Europe. The host nation culture is studied and used as a basis of comparison.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be provided relative to the content of the world cultures and regions course. Students will locate major cultures in specific geographic areas, compare the development of different societies, and use geographic skills to explore physical and cultural diversity of regions.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will be comprised of tests in vocabulary concept identification, comparison of cultures, and research and location skills.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the world regions/cultures course, students should be able to: 

· Define culture as the way people learn to act and behave. 

· Identify common elements of culture. 

· Locate major cultures in specific geographic areas. 

· Describe ways people interact with the environment. 

· Compare the development of different societies. 

· Compare institutions in various societies.

· Explore cultural diversity and similarity.

· Relate geographic features to societal progress. 

· Locate geographic features of a region. 

· Identify major regions, countries, and cities. 

	COURSE TITLE: US Government
	GRADE LEVEL: 12

	CODE: SSG601
	COURSE LENGTH: 18 weeks


Major Concepts/Content: The United States government course is a required one semester course designed to Provide students with essential knowledge, skills, and attitudes related to the nation's government and its historical development. The students review the purpose and function of government that they studied in eighth and eleventh grade. Major emphasis is on the structure of the federal government, political responsibility and participation, and state and local government. Some attention is given to economic systems and alternative political systems. Comparison with the host nation's government is encouraged as a part of the program.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be provided using the content of U.S. government course. Students participate in group activities, debates, parliamentary procedures, and simulation activities that enhance learning the functions of the federal government. Visits to the host nation's governmental institutions and agencies should be made to study comparisons, similarities, and differences of governments. Oral and written reports, research, and individual projects will be required.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will be comprised of essay tests, reports, assessment of participation in class discussions and group projects, and assessment of individual projects. Unit and chapter tests will be used for evaluation.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the United States government course, students should be able to: 

· Compare different political systems. 

· Explain the content of the U.S. Constitution. 

· Identify the rights guaranteed by the Amendments. 

· Describe the branches and functions of the U.S. government. 

· Describe the functions of the political parties. 

· Outline the law-making process. 

· Describe the functioning of special interest groups. 

· Examine current social, economic, and political problems. 

· Describe the role of state and local government. 

	COURSE TITLE: AP Gov't/Politics
	GRADE LEVEL: 12

	CODE: SSG612
	COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks


A well-designed AP course in U.S. Government and Politics will give students an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United States. This course includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. politics and the analysis of specific examples. It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute U.S. politics. While there is no single approach that an AP United States Government and Politics course must follow, students should become acquainted with the variety of theoretical perspectives and explanations for various behaviors and outcomes. Certain topics are usually covered in all college courses. The following is an outline of these topics that should be explored in the course.

I. Constitutional Underpinnings of United States Government

II. Political Beliefs and Behaviors

III. Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media

IV. Institutions of National Government

V. Public Policy

VI. Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

	COURSE TITLE: Psychology
	GRADE LEVEL: 11-12

	CODE: SSP501
	COURSE LENGTH: 18 weeks


Major Concepts/Content: The psychology course is designed to be a one-semester elective course offered at the eleventh and twelfth grades. This study of the behavior of human beings focuses on physical characteristics, cognitive activity, emotional states, and social interaction.’ Students study the stages of human development, motivational theory, theories of personality, and mental wellness and illness. The process of scientific investigation is a major part of this course.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be provided using the content of the psychology course. Students will participate in-group activities that enhance the study of specific units, visit institutions and resource people; outline theories of behavior make case studies, and complete research for oral and written reports. Activities should include conducting interviews and participating in self-awareness and group dynamic activities.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will be comprised of assessment of individual projects and case studies, unit and chapter tests, group participation, tests defining knowledge of psychological theories, and assessment of investigative procedures  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the psychology course, students should be able to: 

· Define psychology as a behavioral science. 

· Compare various schools and methods of psychology. 

· Examine the relationship between emotional and physical factors. 

· Evaluate current psychological theories. 

· Identify human stages of development. 

· Describe ways of social interaction. 

· Examine the biological basis of behavior. 

· Examine motivation and learning.

	COURSE TITLE: US History 8
	GRADE LEVEL: 8

	CODE: SSU201
	COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks


Major Concepts/Content: The United States History 8 course is designed to place major emphasis on the nation's history, from pre-Columbian civilizations to the Civil War and Reconstruction. Geography of the United States and social studies skills also receive emphasis. This course reviews and continues the study of U.S. history begun at the fifth grade, which emphasized the colonial development and emergence of the United States. Map skills, reading and interpreting charts and graphs, and the utilization of reference books and materials are implemented throughout the program. Influences of and relations with the host nation/state are explored during the year.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be provided using the content of U.S. history as the basis of information. Map skills, reading and interpreting various charts and graphs, and the utilization of reference books and materials will be implemented throughout the course. Students will participate in role-playing, group activities, formal presentations, simulation activities, documentation examinations, and teacher-organized lecture/ discussion activities. Timelines and con-structured periods of history will be developed.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will include essay tests, cause and effect examinations, projects, interpretations and reports of research, map skill tests, and assessment of participation in individual and group activities. Standardized tests for students in grade eight include items to measure achievement of objectives for U.S. history.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the United States History course, students should be able to: 

· Describe Native American societies in North America. 

· Describe European exploration of North America. 

· Describe life in colonial America. 

· Describe winning U.S. independence. Contrast confederation and sectionalism before 1865 

· Identify major U.S. geographical features. Arrange major periods in chronological order. 

· Identify important people and their contributions to the development of the U.S.

	COURSE TITLE: US History
	GRADE LEVEL: 11 -12

	CODE: SSU501
	COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks


Major Concepts/Content: The United States history course at the eleventh grade level is designed to be a required one-year course, with emphasis on our nation's history from Reconstruction to the present. Both basic and advanced social studies skills receive emphasis. This course builds on the eighth grade U.S. history course that concentrated on the pre-Columbian period to reconstruction. The first quarter is used to review, reinforce, and expand the student's knowledge of pre-civil War United States. The remaining quarters concentrate on post-Reconstruction to the present, influences of and relations with the host nation during these periods are explored as part of the course.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities that enable students to make comparisons of the United States during specific periods of U.S. history will be emphasized. Students will examine immigration and migration in the United States, present oral and written reports, visit museums, design diagrams, and construct graphs and maps to Describe migration and patterns of settlement.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will be comprised of tests on content material, group activity presentations, essay tests, cause and effect analysis, and assessment of student projects. Written and oral reports should include visual illustrations/representations. Unit and end-of-chapter tests will be used to assess student achievement of content objectives.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the United States history course, students should be able to:  

· Survey U.S. history from 1776 to 1865.

· Examine immigration and migration in the United States.

· Compare the U.S. role in both World Wars.

· Compare the post-war periods after the World Wars.

· Describe economic patterns of modern U.S. history.

· Examine modern relationships among the three branches of government.

· Describe major social movements in the U.S.

· Review treatment of minorities and women in the U.S.

· Identify current problems and national priorities.

· Identify major events of U.S. history.

	COURSE TITLE: AP US History*
	GRADE LEVEL: 11-12

	CODE: SSU611
	COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

	COURSE TITLE: AP US History/Tel
	GRADE LEVEL: 11-12

	CODE: SSU6110T
	COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks


The AP program in United States History is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in United States history. The program prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses. Students should learn to assess historical materials - their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, and their importance - and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship. An AP United States History course should thus develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format.

In addition to exposing students to historical content, an AP course should also train students to analyze and interpret primary sources, including documentary material, maps, statistical tables, and pictorial and graphic evidence of historical events. Students should learn to take notes from both printed materials and lectures or discussions, write essay examinations, and write analytical and research papers. They should be able to express themselves with clarity and precision and know how to cite sources and credit the phrases and ideas of others.

	COURSE TITLE: World History
	GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

	CODE: SSW401
	COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks


Major Concepts/Content: The world history course is designed to build on the content in the seventh and ninth grade geographical and cultural studies by studying the historical development of these cultures. The course continues the chronological study of ancient world civilizations begun in grade six. After an overview of the Early Ages, the course emphasizes the period from the Middle Ages to the contemporary world. Using the multidisciplinary approach, world history is a balanced program, not just a history of Western Europe. Attention is given to Europe, Asia, Africa, North and South America. The host nation's history and culture are used for comparison.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be provided using the content of the world history course. Students study, research, and outline chronologically information relative to the historical development of world cultures through visits to libraries, museums, and relevant places of interest, students explore and investigate sources for understanding the host nation's history and culture.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will be comprised of vocabulary tests, essay tests, assessment of participation in-group activities, and oral and written reports. Unit and textbook chapter tests will be used to determine content achievement.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the world history course, students should be able to: 

· Describe the characteristics of the prehistoric period. 

· Compare early civilizations throughout the world. 

· Compare major economic and political revolutions. 

· Describe the Renaissance and Reformation using historical examples. 

· Outline selected national histories. 

· Describe colonialism as a national development. 

· Recount nationalism as a part of a nation's development. 

· Evaluate twentieth century world affairs. 

· Analyze the historical development of major world problems. 

· Identify major personalities of world history.

	COURSE TITLE: Street Law
	GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

	CODE: SSZ303
	COURSE LENGTH: 18-36 weeks


Major Concepts/Content: The street law course is an elective one-semester or yearlong course designed to provide students with knowledge about law that is of practical use in their everyday lives. Students will learn how every purchase, lease, contract, marriage, divorce, crime, or traffic violation places them face-to-face with the law. Depending on the length of the course, topics will include an introduction to law and the legal system, criminal law, torts, consumer law, family law, housing, and individual rights and responsibilities. Students will study some of the current issues and controversies relating to the law and legal system. Students will learn the different methods of solving legal problems, including negotiation, mediation, and the trial process. An effort will be made to make the course relevant to students in DoDEA schools by including special lessons that compare American and the host nation's law and instruct students in the basics of the Code of Military Justice.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be participatory and emphasize the development of higher-order thinking skills. They will include student analysis and discussion of actual legal cases and problems, role-playing of commonly encountered legal situations, analysis of legal documents, applications of legal principles using brief hypothetical fact patterns, and preparation and presentation of mock trials. Small group, cooperative work and community-based student projects will also be utilized. Where possible, students will visit military courts or courts and other components of the justice system in the host nation. Host-nation law-related resource persons—including military police officers, lawyers, and others—will visit classes to Provide students with their insights into the law in action. 

Major Evaluation Techniques: Evaluation will be comprised of written tests, observation of student participation in discussions and role-playing, written and oral reports, and assessment of individual projects.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the street law course, students should be able to: 

· Identify instances in their daily lives where law is involved. 

· Recognize legal problems and explain a variety of appropriate methods that might be used to avoid or resolve them. 

· Explain the fundamental principles and values that underlie our Constitution, laws, and legal system. 

· Analyze law-related current issues and be able to state various positions taken on the issue. 

· Explain the role of lawyers, judges, ordinary citizens, and others in the legal system.

	COURSE TITLE: Contemporary Issues
	GRADE LEVEL: 10-12

	CODE: SSZ501
	COURSE LENGTH: 18 weeks


Major Concepts/Content: The contemporary issues course examines contemporary world problems and problem areas. Emphasis will be placed upon the role of the United States in these areas. In preparation, the historical shaping of United States foreign policy will be studied in some detail, and a necessarily brief exposition of the history, nature, and development of communism will also be included. In addition to studying the relation-ship between the superpowers and how it got that way, “hot spots” such as the Middle East, Southeast Asia, and Latin America will be on the agenda, with primary emphasis upon the past, present, and future interests of the United States in these areas. Problems of the world such as the population explosion and its connection with worldwide environmental degradation, poverty, and famine will be analyzed. Other worldwide problems such as the nuclear arms race and its connection with the possible degradation of global population will be looked into, as well as terrorism and major environmental concerns.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will consist of a global geographical review. Upon completion of the review, students will be able to locate at least fifty nations upon a blank map of the world. Later work will emphasize activities that enable the student to analyze and propose solutions to the various problem areas covered by the course. Most topics, therefore, are presented primarily as problem-solving activities, with two or more possible courses of action to be debated in class. Students will also be required to Prepare and present oral and written reports on assigned topics. A large part of instructional activity will be devoted to students working together in small study groups. The use of media resources will broaden student’ perspectives and understanding of various subject areas covered by the course. Periodically class sets of major news magazines will be used to instruct and inform the class of current events.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will consist of assessing the content of various worksheets, group activity presentations, individual oral and written reports, and unit tests.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the con-temporary issues course, students should be able to:

· Use critical thinking skills to resolve issues. 

· Expand social consciousness. Increase knowledge of current events and their implication. 

· Relate contemporary concepts, themes, and events to historical concepts, themes, and events. 

· Analyze the effects of overpopulation on scarce resources and the environment. 

· Determine sources of global pollution and possible solutions. 

· Identify the problems of the Middle East, Southeast Asia, Latin America, and the Caribbean and analyze the role of the U. S., past, present, and future, in creating and/or solving these problems.

	COURSE TITLE: AP Comp Gov't & Pol
	GRADE LEVEL: 12

	CODE: SSZ613
	COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks


A well-designed AP course in Comparative Government and Politics will provide students with the conceptual tools necessary to develop an understanding of some of the world’s diverse political structures and practices. The course should encompass the study of both specific countries and their governments and general concepts used to interpret the political relationships and institutions found in virtually all national polities. Five countries form the core of the AP Comparative Government and Politics Examination. Four of these countries — Great Britain, France, China, and Russia/the former Soviet Union — are commonly covered in college-level introductory comparative politics courses. They are taught because they provide a foundation for developing paradigms of different types of political systems. The inclusion of a fifth developing country allows students to examine yet another source of theory building, as well as understand the political implications of different levels of economic development. For the fifth country, teachers may choose to cover India, Mexico, or Nigeria.

Comparative government and politics courses vary widely at the college level, in terms of approach, countries covered, and theoretical issues raised. However, despite diversity, certain topics are usually covered in all comparative politics courses. The following sections highlight the substantive topics on which all AP students in comparative politics will be tested.

I. The Sources of Public Authority and Political Power

II. The Relationship Between State and Society

III. The Relationships Between Citizens and States

IV. Political Institutions and Frameworks

V. Political Change

VI. The Comparative Method

