Layers

1. What are Layers?

a. Layers are individual images that are used to make one whole image.

b. These images are stacked on top of each other to create one whole image

c. You can work on each image separately.

d. The bottom layer is the Background and is locked.

e. The Layers are independent until you combine or merge them when you save.
f. This is the most powerful part of Photoshop.

g. You work with Layers in the Full Edit mode

2. How are Layers Useful?

a. Layers are useful because it lets you organize your work into separate parts.

b. Example: You might have 2 or more images making up a new picture.  Layers allows you to work with them separately.
c. They allow you to split a single picture into separate layers and work on parts of that single picture.

3. Saving a file in the PSD format lets you keep your layers. 
a. Allows you to not have to finish in one sitting.

b. Once you’ve saved into another format, the layers are gone. Unless you use a Version Set.
c. These file sizes can get very big.

Types of Layers
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1. The Layers Palette is typically in the bottom right of your Full Edit Photoshop window.
a. It allows you to view each of the layers, choose which one you want to work on and move a layer up or down.

b. The view box decides if you want to see that layer at the moment.  If there is an eye visible, the layer is visible as well.  (Hidden layers are printed if you decide to print at that moment.)
c. Highlighting a layer by clicking on it tells Photoshop that is the layer you want to edit.

d. Clicking and dragging on a layer up or down changes its position in the overall picture.

2. The Background layer is typically your original image.
a. It is usually locked so you can’t make changes.

b. You can copy the background layer by right clicking on it to create new layers to edit.

c. You can change your background, but you first have to change background to an “ordinary” layer by right clicking on it.  Be careful about doing this though….it sometimes creates “white” background.
d. I suggest until you get real sophisticated, you should always have a background.

3. Ordinary Layers are those in which you edit or adjust that are separate from the Background.

4. A Typed or Shape layer contains text or a vector shape (usually a geometrical shape).

a. You can create a new layer and then add text or once you click on the Text tool a new layer is created.

b. Same as Text except you click on the Shapes tools
5. A Fill Layer is usually a solid background or gradient color.

6. Adjustment Layers let you edit the color of the image (hue, saturation, lightness)

7. The grey and white checkered areas are transparent.

Creating Layers

1. To create a Blank Layer: Layer on Menu Bar > New > Layer.

2. To create a layer from part of the background or an image:
a. Select the part of the image one desire.

b. Right click on it and choose either Layer via Copy (the selected part becomes the new layer) or Layer via Cut (everything else becomes the new layer)
3. You can Duplicate an existing layer by right-clicking on it in the Layer Palette

Locking a Layer:

1. There are times when you might want to prevent accidental editing to a layer.  Locking can prevent this.

2. You can Lock a layer by highlighting the layer in the Layer Palette and then click on the Lock icon at the top of this palette.

3. Click again to unlock.

4. Background layers are automatically locked.

Renaming a Layer:  Double click on the layers name and then edit.

Deleting a Layer: 

1. Make sure it isn’t locked.

2. Right click on the layer > click on Delete Layer.

Merging a Layer:

1. Merging is the combining of two or more layers into one.

2. You usually do this after you’ve finished editing the layers.

a. Makes the file size smaller.

b. Gives you less layers to view.

3. CTRL click to select multiple layers > Right click on any layer you’ve selected > click on Merge Layer

Simplify a Layer:
1. If you create text or a shape layer and then want to apply some of the effects, you first need to Simplify the layer.  This changes it into an image.
2. Right-click on the layer in the Layer Palette and click on Simplify.

Flatten Image/Layers: 

1. This is the last thing you do after all editing.  It combines all the layers into one.

2. Layer on the menu bar > Flatten Image  or when you Save a different format you’ll be prompted to do this.

