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* This information is also on the school web site on the Earth Science web page.

Course Description: Earth and Space Science is a one credit lab science, which includes the study of geology, astronomy, meteorology, and oceanography.  

Standards addressed in the curriculum:

· Students will extend their knowledge of scientific inquiry and conduct scientific investigations

· Students demonstrate understanding of science as a human endeavor, examining the nature of scientific knowledge and historical perspectives.

· Students will demonstrate an understanding of the impact each individual, community, and human enterprise has on natural conditions and resources from local, national, and global perspectives.

· Students will demonstrate abilities of technological design and understanding about science, engineering and technology

· Students will categorize the sources and types of energy in the Earth system, identifies the geologic activity and illustrates the impact of such activity on the inhabitants and the environment.

· Students will compare and contrast the composition of Earth materials and the processes within the geochemical cycle that govern their formation.

· Students will investigate and display the relationship among weather, cloud cover, land features, atmosphere and oceans.

· Students will present and critique theories on origin and evolution of the Earth’s systems and other celestial bodies.

· Students will access information about significant space explorations and assess the value of such explorations.
Textbook- Glencoe Earth Science
Available on-line at http://www.glencoe.com/sites/virginia/teacher/science/index.html
Select Earth Science 2002
Log In information
User name:  GES
Password: 8h6frach4h
Specific topics: 
· The structure of the Earth and the various Earth systems. Geologic activity such as volcanoes, earthquakes, plate tectonics.  
· The transfer of energy from the sun to the Earth and the factors that effect global climates, atmospheric winds and ocean currents.  The relationship among weather, cloud cover, land features, the atmosphere, and oceans to include hurricanes, tornadoes, weather predictions, and use of the 4-Winds Weather Station.  

· The composition of Earth materials and the processes including the rock cycle that govern the formation of rocks, minerals, fossils, and other natural resources.  Geologic changes one can observe on the Earth in one’s lifetime and those that take place over millions of years. 
· Space exploration past, present and in the future, the benefits, risks and value. Theories on the evolution and origin of the universe, planetary systems, stars, the universe and beyond.  
Classroom Expectations:
1. Do not start on a laboratory assignment until all directions are given.  Do not handle equipment that is on the lab tables until told to do so. Students are not allowed to conduct any labs unless the teacher is present.

2. Your science book is to be covered and brought to class.

3. You are to respect the other students in this classroom and behave accordingly.

4. No BOOKBAGS are allowed in the classroom.

5. You are to bring your agenda to class and use it.

6. You are to come to class prepared.

7. You are to be in your seat and ready for class when the bell rings.

8. All assignments are turned into the class file in the pink crate in the front of the room.

Materials needed:

· Pencils/ pens (colored pencils are optional)

· Calculator

· Graph paper
· Earth Science Section in notebook with two dividers.

· Portfolio folder for notebook checks.
· textbook – Earth Science
Assignment Policy:
· All students are expected to come to class prepared and on time.

· If a student is removed from the lab for irresponsible behavior they will receive a zero on the lab.

· All assignments are to be handed into the file box at the beginning of class.

·  Late Work will not receive full credit.  You will need to come after school to make up any missing work. 

· If a student is absent they are required to make up all assignments with the exception of labs. (optional) Tests should be made up within 5 days of the absence unless there is a scheduling problem. 

· All homework assignments are available on the Homework Hotline. Check the Homework Hotline if you are absent.
· There is a list of projects and recommended web sites at Mrs. D’s science site on the school web page.  Some homework assignments will be on-line assignments.
· We will be using Cornell notes in class and I will be periodically checking your notes.
· Labs are to be turned in no later than the next class period following the lab. Late labs will not receive full credit.  If you need to finish a lab, make arrangements to come after school within two days of the date of the lab.

Grading policy:
· Grade Speed- grades and missing assignments can be accessed using the Grade Speed program.  If you are not already signed up for Grade Speed, information can be found at the link below:
http://www.am.dodea.edu/ny_va/quantico/qmhs/General/gradespeed.htm
· Grading scale is found in the agenda

· Grades are calculated from five areas

· Tests ( chapter tests, short range projects ) – 20%

· Homework – 15% Homework is not assigned every night but I do expect it to be turned in on time.  Students will be required to stay after to make up missing work and late homework will not receive full credit.
· Notes and projects -20%

· Labs - 40%

These percentages may change slightly during the year depending on the number of assignments in each category.
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All students are required to read and follow the safety rules listed in their textbook on page 823 and return the signed safety contract.

Student Contract

I, ______________________________________________________
(Student’s name- PRINTED) have read and agree to follow all of the safety rules set forth in this contract. I realize that I must obey these rules to insure my own safety, and that of my fellow students.  I will cooperate to the fullest extent with my instructor and fellow students to maintain a safe lab environment.  I will also closely follow the oral and written instructions provided by my instructor.  I am aware that any violation of this safety contract that results in unsafe conduct in the laboratory or misbehavior on my part, may result in being removed from the laboratory, detention, receiving a failing grade, and/or dismissal from the course.

Student signature

Date

Dear Parent or Guardian:

We feel that you should be informed regarding the school’s effort to create and maintain a safe science classroom/ laboratory environment.

Your student has read over the safety rules for the classroom and they have been discussed in class.  No student will be permitted to perform laboratory activities unless this contract is signed by both the student and the parent/ guardian and is on file with the teacher.

Parent/Guardian Signature

Date

Phone Contact ____________________________________

E-mail contact ____________________________________

Are you signed up for Grade Speed?   Yes      No
