Relationships: Creating an environment where students want to learn, and where the interactions between adults and students are caring, nurturing and respectful.

Rigor: Condition of the learning environment which stretches the individual learner to move beyond his/her current ‘comfort zone’ and grow as an independent learner.  (Hibbard, 2005)

Relevance: The emphasis on the skills of inquiry and problem-solving in the classroom environment, which gives context lessons that are relevant to the experiences of our students’ lives and 21st century citizenry.
AVID SI Refining (2008)

