[image: image1.wmf]The Night of the Twister

Name_________________________________________

Key Vocabulary

· Tornado

· Disaster

· Red letter day

· Black letter day

· Hazard

· Cirrus cloud

· Emergency Management Administration

· Debris

· Hailstorm

Reading questions

1.  Refer the following passage from page 13 of the book. List three things that are mentioned that would indicate a storm was coming? 

“Clouds were building fast as we started pedaling for home. The way the 

wind was whipping those trees around at the state park should have clued 

me that something big was on the way, but I wasn’t worried then. I 

figured we were in for more rain. Maybe a hailstorm, too, if the sky meant 

anything. “

2. The author uses figurative language to place the reader in every scene and 

beside every character as the story unfolds. She is so good at choosing the right word, the reader can feel the coming of the tornado, experience its fury 

 once it arrives and see the damage it created as it passed over the town. For example: “branches snapped like whips,” “waves slapped the shores,” and “The fog crept over the hill.” Make a list of other at least 4 examples of figurative language used in the book. 

3. Write a personal narrative of either a “Red or Black Letter Day” that you 
       have experienced.  Choose words that indicate why this was a wonderful day,  

       or why it was so terrible you want to forget it forever.
Project

· Make a collage that tells the story and relates it to weather events in the story 

· Make an alphabet poster. Use all the letters of the alphabet to write sentences for the characters, settings, and weather related events in the story. 

