
I.  PREAMBLE 
 
 
The procedures adopted by the Quantico Dependents School System are dedicated to 
helping all students develop the following: 
 
Responsibility 
Self-Discipline 
Self-Control 
Physical and Emotional Health 
Respect 
Decision Making 
Cooperation 
Citizenship 
Honesty 
 
All students choose behaviors that seem to meet their needs at that time.  
Parents and educators must help students learn how to choose behaviors that will 
result in the maximum learning, and achievement of the exit behaviors listed 
above. 
 
The provisions of this Code of Behavior apply whenever students are involved, 
such as: 
 
* School activities on school property 
 
*Travel on school buses 
 
*Off-site, school sponsored activities, i.e. field trips, interscholastic 
events, etc. 
 
*Corporal punishment is prohibited. 
 
In order for students to achieve the desired outcome behaviors, the educators, 
the parents, and the student must work together as a team. 
 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 
 The Educational Team will: 
 
* Provide a positive, orderly learning environment 
* Encourage self-discipline in an atmosphere of mutual respect 
* Initiate and maintain open lines of communication with students and parents 
* Discuss the Code of Behavior with students at the beginning of the school year 
and provide periodic review during the school year 
* Implement the Code of Behavior through the application of appropriate school  
   and classroom rules 
 
 The Parent will: 
 
* Encourage self-discipline 
* Emphasize regular school attendance 
* Promote positive participation 
* Review Code of Behavior with student 
* Provide emergency information as requested by the school to insure immediate 
   contact in case of an emergency 



* Provide the student's birth certificate, physical examination report, record 
of the completed series of immunizations, and social security number as required 
by the Code of Virginia 
* Schedule conferences with school personnel as necessary 
* Ensure adequate nutritional/health/clothing needs are provided for students to 
assure maximum learning 
* Provide an atmosphere and physical space for learning 
 
 The Student will: 
 
* Review Code of Behavior with parents 
* Attend school regularly 
* Respect the rights of others 
* Actively contribute to positive learning atmosphere 
* Adhere to all system, school, and special area rules and regulations 
 
II.  ABSENTEE POLICY 
 
A. All students of school age living on the Marine Corps Base will attend 
Quantico Dependents School System or another recognized school system. 
 
B. Student Absences must be verified: 
 
1. Parents should call the school on the morning of an absence. 
2. The school will contact parents who do not call when the child is absent. 
3. A written explanation of the absence is required the next day if no contact 
is made. This note must be signed by the parent/guardian. 
 
 Extended absences may require substantiation by a doctor.  If a student is 
unable to participate fully in school activities, a doctor's note is required 
which specifies limitations. Students that are predicted to be out of school due 
to an illness for a period of more than 20 consecutive days may receive 
homebound instruction.  Arrangements for homebound instruction may be made by 
contacting a principal or guidance counselor.  It will be necessary to present 
to the school a statement from a doctor indicating the estimated time of 
confinement.  The doctor will determine when the student returns to school. 
 
C. Acceptable Reasons for Absence 
 
1. Sickness of the student. 
2. Parental leave of absence as distinguished from liberty. 
3. Medical or dental treatment. 
4. Previously approved school trips.  Students doing poorly academically may be 
required to attend classes. 
 5. Death in family. 
 6. Observation of religious holidays. 
 
 
D. Consequences of Unexcused Absences at Quantico High School 
 
1. First offense - One full day in-school suspension.  Parents are notified and 
a conference scheduled with the attendance officer. 
 
2. Second offense - One day out-of-school suspension with no credit for 
scheduled class work missed.  Parents must accompany student to school for a 
conference with attendance officer. 
 



E. A student missing nine class periods in any class per quarter grading 
period will fail for the quarter in that particular class unless specifically 
exempted by the principal. 
 
 1. Absence is defined as follows: 
 
  a. Failure to attend class or classes. 
  b. Missing more than 20 minutes of a class period. 
 
F. After a student has been absent from any class four, six, or eight days 
thereafter, the attendance supervisor will officially notify the student's 
parent(s) or guardian of the number of days the student has been absent and of 
the policy of retention due to excessive absenteeism. 
 
1. Unexcused tardiness to homeroom or to classes is to be investigated and 
handled by the individual teacher.  Discipline may include detention or other 
assignments but may not include deduction of points from grade. 
 
2. Continuing tardiness or lack of fulfilling obligations prescribed by a 
teacher may result in suspension of the student by the principal after the 
teacher has counseled the student and notified the parents of the situation. 
 
 
III.  BEHAVIOR CODE 
 
A. This Code of Behavior has been established for the Quantico Dependents School 
System.  The School Board, acting through the Superintendent, holds all school 
employees responsible for supervising student behavior while students are 
legally under the supervision of the schools.  The School Board holds all 
students responsible for appropriate conduct as defined in this Code of 
Behavior.  Discipline will be as uniform as possible throughout the school 
system.  Details for teachers' guidance will be outlined in the Handbook for 
Teachers.  Problems, which cannot be handled by the individual teacher, should 
be referred to the principal who in turn may refer the problem to the 
Superintendent for appropriate resolution.   
 
B. A basic element to the prevention of misconduct is the setting of system-wide 
school rules which are implemented in a consistent manner.  Courtesy and respect 
for others and their property are essential to the successful operation of a 
school.  In cooperation with faculty and staff, students are responsible for 
maintaining a positive learning environment by being courteous and exhibiting 
acceptable conduct toward one another and school personnel.  The following is a 
summary, not a definitive list, of the established conduct for Quantico 
Dependents School System: 
 
 
1. While on school property, and on school buses, students shall behave in an 
orderly manner and not in any way interrupt or disturb the orderly and safe 
operation of the school.  Conduct that is disrespectful or violates the rights 
of others in the educational process will not be tolerated. 
2. Students shall not curse or verbally abuse anyone by use of profanity or 
indecent language.  The use of threatening language is strictly forbidden. 
3. Students shall not have radios, tape players, TVs electronic games, or 
beepers on school property unless authorized by the principal. School staff 
members may confiscate unauthorized equipment. 
4. Lockers are the property of the school system and under certain circumstances 
may be searched by school personnel. 



5. Students should settle confrontations in a peaceable manner and without the 
use of violence. 
6. Gambling on school property is strictly prohibited. 
7. The taking or attempting to take another's personal property is expressly 
forbidden. 
8. No student shall maliciously or willfully damage, deface, or destroy school 
property or personal belongings of others.  Students shall be financially 
responsible for the repair or replacement of property they intentionally or 
negligently damage. 
9. The possession of any weapon such as firearms, knives, switchblades, bullets, 
fireworks, other explosives or dangerous chemicals is expressly forbidden.  The 
possession of look-alikes is also forbidden. Automatic expulsion will result for 
one calendar year. 
10.Smoking or possession of tobacco products by students is prohibited in the  
   school, on the school grounds, and on school buses. 
11.Students shall not leave the school grounds without the permission of the   
   school administrator or designee. 
12.Students must be aware of and abide by the classroom rules of each individual  
   teacher. 
13.Students staying after school should remain with their teacher or activity.  
   Students who do not have school related activities must go home, and are not     
   to loiter in the building or on school grounds. 
14.The use, sale, possession, and/or distribution of controlled substances  
   within the school system or at school sponsored activities will not be  
   tolerated. 
15.Physical displays of affection shall be limited to the holding of hands. 
 
 
V.  CODE OF DRESS 
 
A. The dress code and grooming of students has a definite effect on their 
attitudes and behavior and reflects the values they appropriately place on the 
education they are receiving.  Appropriate clothing is clothing which is neat, 
clean, and commensurate with good taste.  The policy set forth below establishes 
the minimum acceptable standards of dress and appearance for all students 
attending classes in the QDSS.  For special events sponsored by the school, more 
appropriate standards may be specified by the school sponsor, principal, or 
superintendent to ensure the most appropriate representation of students and the 
school.  Responsibility for compliance with this dress code rests with all 
students.  Its enforcement is the obligation of the teacher, the principal, and 
the superintendent. 
 
B. Dress 
 
 1. The following are considered inappropriate and will not be worn. 
 
  (a) Bodyshirts without proper undergarments 
  (b) Swim wear 
  (c) Sleeping garments 
  (d) Clothing with suggestive or obscene slogans 
  (e) Clothing which advertises controlled substance 
  (f) Hats 
  (g) Non prescription sunglasses 
  (h)  Any garments that are inappropriate as interpreted by the   
                  School administration. 
 
C. Appearance:  For all students hair must be clean, well groomed, and neat. 



    Students are expected to exhibit the good taste in appearance and dress that  
    exemplifies maturity and responsibility. 
 
D.  Shoes must be worn at all times in the school building.  
 
VI.  CONSEQUENCES OF CHEATING 
 
A. Cheating will not be tolerated in any form by the faculty or administration 
of QDSS.  Cheating in its broadest form is taking information that is not one's 
own and claiming it to be one's own work. 
 
B. The following may be considered punishable: 
 
1. Looking on someone else's paper during, or immediately after a test period. 
 
2. Talking during a test period without permission of the teacher. 
 
3. Giving answers or making a paper readily accessible to a neighbor during a 
test period. 
 
4. Using notes, textbooks, or any other materials without the teacher's 
permission. 
 
5. Writing on desk tops any information relating to the test before, during, or 
after a test period. 
 
6. Giving or receiving test information by the use of signals or other means of 
communication. 
 
7. Obtaining or giving a copy of a current test to be used for study before 
taking a make-up test; passing on any information regarding a test, verbally or 
in writing. 
 
8. Copying homework which is supposed to be done individually. 
 
9. Copying other work verbatim, regardless of the length, without crediting the 
source, when a report or paper is supposed to be original. 
 
 10. Any act which is a dishonest representation of one's own work. 
 
C. Penalties for cheating may include: 
 
1. No credit for the work and/or a letter sent home to be signed by parents and 
returned to the teacher. 
 
 2. Failure for the nine weeks. 
 
 3. Notification to parents through verbal or written contact. 
 
 4. Notification to administration. 
VIII.  STANDARDS OF CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR 
 
A. Classroom standards and procedures will be established by the teacher at the 
beginning of the school year. The teacher will discuss these standards so there 
can be no misunderstanding of the teacher's expectations.  These standards 
should contribute to an orderly learning environment.  Rules for individual 



teachers may differ, but the following behaviors are expected from every student 
in all classrooms throughout the school system. 
 
1. Be aware of all rules for student behavior and abide by them. 
2. Demonstrate self-control and show responsibility for actions and obligations. 
3. Cooperate with others at all times, and do what is asked by those in  
   authority. 
4. Work to maintain a safe and pleasant classroom environment. 
5. Respect the rights of others and school property. 
6. Be prepared each day by having the necessary materials and supplies when they  
   are needed. 
 
 
A. Quantico Dependents School System Policy Statement 
 
 The sale, possession, distribution, use of drugs, and or alcohol, on 
school property or at school sponsored activities is strictly prohibited. 
 
B. Parental/Student Responsibility 
 
1. Parent/guardian will be informed of the substance abuse curriculum provided 
at QDSS at each school's annual "Back-to-School" night. 
2. Parent/guardian will be informed of QDSS SUBSTANCE ABUSE POLICY via the 
Family Portfolio and/or Student Handbook. 
3. Parent/guardian and students will indicate that they have read and understand 
the contents of the Substance Abuse Policy. (Grades 5-12) 
4. Students shall become knowledgeable of substance abuse through the Health 
Curriculum. 
5. Students will be informed of QDSS SUBSTANCE ABUSE POLICY via the Student 
Handbook. 
6. Students shall be given the opportunity to go to the clinic for a breath 
and/or urine test if he/she has been suspected of drug or alcohol abuse.  
Failure to submit to this test is in no way regarded as an admission to guilt.  
An adult will accompany the student to the clinic. 
 
C. School Responsibility 
 
1. The schools are responsible for maintaining an environment in which students 
are protected from drugs and drug related activities. 
2. The laws regarding the sale, possession, and usage of drugs are clear and 
appropriate penalties are provided for violators of these laws.  All members of 
the school community are subject to these laws on the school grounds as well as 
elsewhere and have the responsibility as citizens to uphold these laws. 
 
  (a) Searching Lockers, Desks, Cars, and Personal Belongings 
 
(1) The principal or designated person in his/her absence may search a student's 
locker, desk, car, or personal belongings under the following circumstances: 
 
* When the student has been informed in advance that under School Board 
regulations, desks, lockers, cars, or personal belongings may be articles or 
materials injurious to the best interest of the school. 
 
* When the principal suspects the presence of drugs or other harmful substances 
which are likely to pose a threat to the maintenance of discipline and order in 
the school, and 
 



* When a witness is present. 
 
(b) Supervising Parking and Other Areas.  All visitors are requested to register 
at the business office when entering school property, including grounds.  
Persons who are on school property or at school functions with no legitimate 
reason for their presence shall be requested to report to the principal 
immediately.  
 
D. Disciplinary Action 
 
 Any student found in the possession of controlled substance, including 
drugs and alcohol, shall be suspended out of school for 10 school days pending a 
review by the superintendent and school board.  The principal may recommend 
expulsion 
 
E.  Law Enforcement 
 
 Possession of illegal drugs aboard base is a crime which can be prosecuted 
in Federal Court.  Possession at off base school-sponsored functions is a crime 
which can be prosecuted in State Court or by Juvenile Proceedings. 
 
 
X.  SUSPENSION AND EXPULSION POLICY 
 
A.  Suspensions of Ten Days or Less 
 
1. Students may be suspended from school for up to ten (10) school days by the 
school principal, assistant principal or the person designated as acting 
principal. 
2. Prior to imposing the suspension, the principal, assistant principal or 
acting principal must inform the student of the charges against him/her.  If the 
student denies the charges, he/she must be given an explanation of the facts as 
known to school personnel and an opportunity to present his/her version of the 
facts.  If he/she deems it necessary, the principal, assistant principal or 
acting principal may conduct a further investigation into the matter. 
3. Students whose presence poses a continuing danger to persons or property or 
an ongoing threat of disruption may be removed from school immediately.  The 
notice of charges, explanation of facts and opportunity to present his/her 
version of what occurred shall be provided as soon as practicable thereafter. 
4. Upon suspension from school of any student, the principal, assistant 
principal or acting principal shall report the facts of the case in writing to 
the superintendent and the adult student, student's parent(s) or guardian(s) 
within two (2) working days. 
5. Upon written request from the adult student, parent or guardian, the 
superintendent shall review forthwith the action taken and confirm or disapprove 
such actions based on an examination of the record of the student's behavior.  
Such written request must be filed with the superintendent within three (3) 
school days of the notice of suspension or the right to a review and to an 
appeal to the school board will be waived. 
6. The adult student or a student's parent(s) or guardian(s) may appeal the 
superintendent's decision to the school board.  Such appeal must be in writing 
and must be filed with the superintendent within five (5) school days of the 
superintendent's decision.  Failure to file a written appeal within the 
specified time will constitute a waiver of the right to appeal.  The school 
board will consider the appeal upon the record of the suspension at its next 
regular scheduled meeting. 
 



B.  Suspension in Excess of Ten Days 
 
 The School Board, superintendent for designee(s) may suspend students from 
school in excess of ten (10) school days after the student and his/her parent(s) 
or guardian(s) have been provided written notice of the proposed action and the 
reason thereof and of the right to a hearing.  The superintendent shall 
promulgate regulations to carry out this policy.  In any case in which a student 
has been suspended by the superintendent or designee(s)after a hearing, the 
adult student or a student's parent(s) or guardian(s) may appeal the decision to 
the full School Board.  Such appeal must be in writing and must be filed with 
the superintendent within seven (7) calendar days of the suspension decision.  
Failure to file a written appeal within the specific time will constitute a 
waiver of the right to an appeal.  The School Board will consider the appeal 
upon the record of the suspension hearing within thirty (30) calendar days of 
the appeal. 
 
C.  Expulsions 
 
1. The principal may recommend to the superintendent that a student be expelled.  
The principal shall notify the student and his/her parent(s), or guardian(s) in 
writing of the proposed recommendation and include the following: 
 
  a. The reason for the recommendation for expulsion 
 
b. The right of the adult student or a student's parent(s) or guardian(s) to a 
hearing before the superintendent or designee(s) under the procedure promulgated 
by the superintendent who will make a decision to forward the recommendation for 
expulsion to the members of the School Board or impose a lesser sanction 
 
  c. The right to inspect the student's school records 
 
 The student and his/her parent(s) or guardian(s) shall also be provided 
with a copy of the Code of Student Conduct. 
 
2. If the principal's recommendation of expulsion is upheld by the 
superintendent, a hearing will be held before the School Board. The 
superintendent will provide the student or the student's parent(s) or 
guardian(s) in writing information concerning the time and location of the 
hearing before the School Board. 
 
3. The procedures for the School Board hearing shall be as follows: 
 
a. The School Board shall determine the propriety of attendance at the hearing 
of persons not having a direct interest in the hearing.  The hearing shall be 
private unless otherwise specified by the School Board. 
 
b. The School Board may ask for opening statement from the superintendent or 
representative and the adult student or the student's parent(s) or guardian(s) 
(or their representative) and, at the discretion of the School Board, may allow 
closing statements. 
 
c. The parties shall then present their evidence.  Because the superintendent 
has the ultimate burden of proof, he/she shall present his/her evidence first.  
Witness may be questioned by the School Board members and by the parties (or 
their representative).  The School Board may, at its discretion, vary this 
procedure, but it shall afford full opportunity to both parties for presentation 



of any material or relevant evidence and shall afford the parties the right of 
cross-examination. 
 
d. The parties shall produce such additional evidence, as the School Board may 
deem necessary.  The School Board shall be the judge of the relevancy and 
materiality of the evidence. 
 
e. Exhibits offered by the parties may be received in evidence by the School 
Board and, when so received, shall be marked and made part of the record. 
 
f. The School Board may, by majority vote, uphold, reject or alter the 
recommendation. 
 
g. The School Board shall transmit its decision, including the reasons 
therefore, to the student, his/her parent(s) or guardian(s), and the 
superintendent. 
 
4. The Chairman of the School Board may elect, in his/her discretion, to appoint 
a committee of the Board to hear the expulsion case.   In the event a committee 
conducts the hearing, the adult student or a student's parent(s) or guardian(s) 
may appeal the committee's decision to the full School Board.  The appeal must 
be in writing and must be filed with the superintendent within five (5) calendar 
days of the committee's decision.  Failure to file a written appeal within the 
specified time will constitute a waiver of the right to appeal.  The School 
Board will decide the appeal upon the record of the case within thirty (30) 
calendar days of the request for an appeal.  No statements, witnesses or 
evidence may be presented at this appeal unless specifically requested by the 
School Board. 
 
 
 
 
D.  Suspension/Expulsion of Special Education Students 
 
 1. All regular disciplinary rules and procedures applicable to students 
receiving educational instruction in the DoDDDS Arrangements shall apply to 
preschool children and children with handicaps who violate school rules and 
regulations or disrupt regular classroom activities, subject to the provisions 
of this section. 
 2. The appropriate CSC shall determine whether the conduct of a 
preschool child or child with a handicap is the result of that disability before 
the long-term suspension (10 consecutive or cumulative days during the school 
year) or the expulsion of that student. 
 3. If the CSC determines that the conduct of such a preschool child or 
child with a handicap results in whole or part from his or her disability, that 
student may not be subject to any regular disciplinary rules and procedures; and 
a. The student's parent shall be notified in accordance with this part of the 
right to have an IEP meeting before any change in the student's special 
education placement.  (A termination of the student's education for more than 10 
days either cumulative, constitutes a change of placement.) 
b. The DoDDS Arrangement CSC or another authorized school official shall ensure 
that an IEP meeting is held to determine the appropriate educational placement 
for the student's in consideration of his or her conduct before the tenth 
cumulative day of suspension or an expulsion. 
 4. A preschool child or child with a handicap shall neither be 
suspended for more than 10 days nor expelled, and his or her educational 



placement shall not otherwise be changed for disciplinary reasons, unless in 
accordance with this section, except that: 
a. This section shall be applicable only to preschool children and children 
determined to have a handicap under this part. 
b. Nothing contained herein shall prevent the emergency suspension of any 
preschool child or child with a handicap who endangers or reasonably appears to 
endanger the health, welfare, or safety of himself or herself, or any other 
student, teacher, or school personnel, provided that:  
(1) The appropriate DoDDS Arrangement CSC shall immediately meet to determine 
whether the preschool child's or child's conduct results from his or her 
disability and what change in special education placement is appropriate for 
that student. 
(2) The child's parent(s) shall be notified immediately of the student's 
suspension and of the time, purpose, and location of the CSC meeting and their 
right to attend the meeting. 
(3) A component is included in the IEP that address the behavioral needs of the 
student. 
(4) The suspension of the student is only effective for the duration of the 
emergency. 
 
 
XI.  TRANSPORTATION RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 
A. The Quantico Dependents School System may provide transportation for 
pupils, but is not required to do so. 
 
B. It is the desire of our school system that students ride the buses to and 
from school in safety and comfort.  In order to make this possible, we expect 
students to act in accordance with the attached rules and regulations. 
 
C. It is essential that the home and the school system work together in this 
program. 
 
D. These regulations govern the students while they are riding the bus.  The 
school assumes no responsibility for the conduct of the children while walking 
to school or for those waiting at the bus stops. 
 
1. Be at the bus stop on time. 
2. Keep head and arms inside bus. 
3. Refrain from eating while in the bus. 
4. Keep feet out of aisle. 
5. Board bus only at designated stops. 
6. Remain seated until the bus stops. 
7. Cross the street in front of the bus. 
8. Commit no disturbances, such as spitting, chewing gum, swinging on bars, 
yelling, pushing, annoying others, or disturbing driver or students in any other 
way. 
9. Use no profanity. 
10. Refrain from throwing items on the floor of the bus or out of the windows. 
11. Refrain from placing books, lunches, or other articles where other 
passengers may stumble over them. 
12. Refrain from smoking on the bus.  
13. Cooperate with all requests of the bus driver. 
14. Maintain a complete silence whenever overhead lights are on. 
15. Ride only on bus to which you have been assigned.  Transportation for 
students who do not regularly ride the bus can be provided for after-school 



activities such as scouts, riding classes, religious instruction, etc., from the 
school when space is available.  Written requests will be required. 
16. All students are required to ride their regular bus unless there is a 
written parental request. 
 
E.  Bike Riding 
 
 1. Walk bikes on school property. 
 2. Obey all driving regulations. 
 3. Only one person per bike. 
 
F.  Walkers 
 
 1. Obey crossing street rules. 
 2. Use sidewalks and cross at corners. 
 3. Look both ways. 
 4. Obey safety patrols. 
 
G.  High School Drivers 
 
1. All licensed drivers may drive to school if cars are registered on base and 
at the high school office. 
2. Seniors may park in reserved spaces, which have been allocated by the 
administration. 
3. All other drivers must park in the overflow lot between the football field 
and Purvis Road. 
   4.    This privilege may be taken away by administration. 
 
 
 


